
CELEBRATE FREEDOM: The Fourth of July in Paris. 10B

LOCALLY OWNED, LOYAL TO OUR COMMUNITY SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019

75¢

In the  
know

TODAY’S WEATHER 

LET’S BE FRIENDS!

INDEX

CONTACT US

Agribusiness 7B 
Calendar 2A
Classified 11A
Grace 5B
History 3B
Obituaries  5A
Sports 9-11A

H 89 L 67
Sunny and hot. 2A

To share a news tip, request  
an extra copy or to advertise,  
call 217-921-3216 or email  
nzeman@prairiepress.net.

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Monday-Friday

School bell will 
get a second life

Semi crash kills 
young Paris man

Troublesome 
seasons ahead

Finding the best 
hymn of all time

Curtain rises on 
“Mamma Mia!” 

CUBS EDGE 
PIRATES 4-3 
IN CHICAGO

Latest news, 
online extras

South Union School’s 
massive bell has decades 
of history, and restoration 
may give it decades more.  
HISTORY, 3B

24-year-old passenger 
pronounced dead at the 
scene after truck flipped 
on Wednesday.
NEWS, 3A

Farmers’ intuition has 
warned of a hot summer 
and early frost this year, 
meteorologists are now 
confirming it. 
AGRIBUSINESS, 7B

Melodies go mano-a-
mano, and only one will 
survive the bracket to 
be crowned the greatest 
hymn on earth.
GRACE, 5B

Weeks of preparation cul-
minate tonight in the Paris 
Community Theater’s 
opening performance.  
C’EST LA VIE, 1B

The Chicago Cubs took 
the opening game of a 
weekend series against 
the Pittsburgh Pirates 
4-3 Friday in Chicago.  
SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

A work of art is brewing
Lot 50 patrons watch as Paris native Bryan Hand paints mystery mural in the taproom

BY BRADEN CHITTICK
bradenandrewc@gmail.com 

Local brewery Lot 50 has 
hired artist Bryan Hand to 
paint an inside mural as a tour-
ist attraction. 

“We’ve had visitors from 42 
states,” says part-owner Bruce 
Young. “This is just another 
attraction that people will talk 
about. I think of this as a per-
formance.”

Hand agrees and encour-
ages people to visit Lot 50 
and watch the progress. This 
project is somewhat unusual 
for him. 

“I do murals every now 
and again, but I wouldn’t call 
myself a muralist,” said Hand. 
“I’m best known for the Red 

Bar in Santa Rosa [Florida], 
where I lived. I did a mural 
there, but also painted their 
front door and designed their 
T-shirts.”

Though he lives in Flori-
da, Hand is a Paris native. He 
graduated from Paris High 
School, then went into the 
Army as a band member. He 
made frequent trips home 
and became a patron at Lot 
50 while his late father, Chuck 
Hand, was coping with cancer. 
His father died in October.

“While he was sick, I’d 
come up here and hang out,” 
said Hand. “At the bar one 
day I was talking with Bruce 
and Doug [Smittkamp], and 

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

The Lot 50 logo serves as a centerpiece for a mural of Paris history artist Brian Hand is creat-
ing for the craft beer brewery. Hand has only two weeks available in his schedule to complete 
the mural on a large wall that is over an open stairway in the brewery’s tap room. See MURAL, Page 8A

BREAKING GROUND FOR NEW HAMPTON INN HOTEL

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A new hotel will arise on the ground behind this group celebrating the event during a July 11 groundbreaking. Left to 
right: Linda Lane, Paris Area Chamber of Commerce; Kirk Gadberry, North American Lighting; Spencer Russell, First 
Mid Bank; Jake Horve, project manager Horve Construction; Steve Horve, owner Horve Construction; Keith Mont-
gomery, project manager Horve Construction; Craig Smith, Paris mayor; Bob Colvin, PEDCO; and Ollie Smith, Horizon 
Health.

Hotel is dream come true
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A group of local officials gathered 
Thursday, July 11, on an empty field 
across from the PEDCO industrial 
park on south Main Street for what 
many called a historic day.

The reason for the celebratory at-
mosphere was the groundbreaking 
for a new four-story Hampton Inn 
hotel on the site.

PEDCO president Bob Colvin was 
unrestrained in his exuberance say-
ing, “This is a day I’ve been dreaming 
of for a long time”

According to Colvin, PEDCO and 
the city have worked hard for many 
years trying to attract a developer 
willing to build a quality hotel in Par-
is. That effort started coming together 
after First Mid Bank purchased First 
Bank and made Spencer Russell pres-
ident of the Paris Community Bank. 

Russell reached out to Colvin 
about ways to get the bank involved 

with the community and learned of 
the desire for a hotel. In turn, Russell 
contacted developer Steve Horve 
and asked him to confer with Paris 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Steve Horve is building the Hampton 
Inn on South Main Street in Paris. 
He confirmed his belief this will be a 
successful venture during the July 11 
groundbreaking for the new facility, 
although he admitted the Hilton or-
ganization, which owns the Hampton 
Inn brand, has misgivings about the 
project.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Paris Mayor Craig Smith discusses 
what it means to have a new hotel 
coming to Paris during the July 11 
groundbreaking for a four-story 
Hampton Inn.

See HOTEL, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood Superintendent of 
Schools Danette Young will be 
wearing a new hat this school year 
— as the school’s principal.

Young will be handling the ad-
ministrative duties for the school 
in addition to her responsibilities 
as superintendent, with the help 
of the school’s guidance counselor, 
Megan Damler, who will serve as 
the dean of students and athletic 
director.

Damler continues her duties as 
guidance counselor but will also 
be handling discipline and teacher 
evaluations. Young said there is a 
stipend for the additional duties.

The new arrangement follows 
the resignation of Dan Lynch 
as school principal. Lynch, who 
taught at Mayo and Paris High 
School prior to accepting the 
Crestwood job, was named the 
principal of the Dennis Lab 
School in the Decatur Public 
Schools District. 

In other business, Young re-
ported the recently completed 
fiscal year 2019-2020 was a good 
one for the district with all four of 
the main funds — education, op-
erations/maintenance, transpor-
tation and working cash ending in 
the black.

Looking at revenue versus ex-
penditures, Young said in the four 
main funds revenue increased 
$724,367. She reported the dis-
trict received state payments in-
cluding one for the 2017-2018 
year as well as two for the 2018-
2019 school year. 

“We’re still behind but headed 
in the right direction,” she said.

According to information 
Young presented to the board, 
the education fund ended the 

Crestwood 
has a new 
principal

See PARIS, Page 8A

Fair season starts locally 
next week with both the Ed-
gar County 4-H Fair and the 
Edgar County Fair celebrat-
ing the county’s agricultural 
heritage.

Here is a schedule of 
what’s going on:

JULY 19
2 p.m. 4-H Fair sewing and 

textile projects and fashion 
show. 

5:15 p.m. 4-H Fair small 
pets show

JULY 20
8:30 a.m. 4-H Fair horse 

and pony show
10 a.m. Edgar County Fair 

open goat show
11 a.m. 4-H Fair horse and 

pony show
noon Edgar County Fair 

open pleasure horse show
4:30 p.m. 4-H Fair dog 

show
8 p.m. Edgar County Fair 

Pfreak Show Band and beer 

tent at the grandstands

JULY 21  
10 a.m. Edgar County Fair 

open steer and heifer show
2 p.m. 4-H Fair rocket 

launch
7 p.m. Edgar County Fair 

queen pageant at the grand-
stands

JULY 22 
10 a.m. 4-H Fair breed-

ing sheep and market lamb 
show.

1 p.m. 4-H Fair dairy goat 
and meat goat show

1 p.m. Edgar County Fair 
harness racing

6 p.m. 4-H Fair food auc-
tion

7 p.m. Edgar County Fair 
talent show

JULY 23
8 a.m. 4-H Fair swine show
4 p.m. 4-H Fair poultry 

show
6 p.m. 4-H Fair rabbit show

6-10 p.m. Edgar County 
Fair armband day for midway 
rides

7 p.m. Edgar County Fair 
barnyard scramble at the 
grandstand

JULY 24
8 a.m. 4-H Fair beef show
1 p.m. 4-H Fair completion 

member recognition
2 p.m. 4-H Fair master 

showman competition
6 p.m. 4-H Fair livestock 

auction
7 p.m. Edgar County Fair 

rodeo at the grandstands; all 
midway rides are $1 each

JULY 25
6-10 p.m. Edgar County 

Fair armband day for midway 
rides

7 p.m. Edgar County Fair 
motocross at the grandstands

JULY 26
6-10 p.m. Edgar County 

Edgar County Fair, 4-H Fair next week

Special to The Prairie Press

One of these young ladies will become the new Miss Edgar 
County Fair. The current Miss Edgar County Fair Kierstyn Al-
len’s term expires July 21 when she crowns the new fair queen 
for 2019-2020. The queen candidates are: front row, left to 
right, Natalee Gough, Bailee Eslinger, Ivy Shanks, Teresa Twigg, 
Allyssa Sollars and Olivia Heltsley; back row, left to right, 
Mogan Houia, Kaitlyn Cary, Serenity Parrent, Peyton Hughes 
and Phoebe Allen. See FAIR, Page 8A



TODAY

TROUBLE AND COMPANY
Trouble and Company is doing 
a free concert 7 p.m. July 13 in 
the Linn Park Amphitheater, 
Martinsville. Audience members 
should bring their own seating. 
Food concessions in the park 
open at 6 p.m.  

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 
is 6:30 p.m. July 16 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
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COOLING CENTERS AVAILABLE ACROSS EDGAR COUNTY
The Edgar County Emergency Services and Disaster Agency 
(ESDA) has arranged for these locations to serve as cooling 
centers for those trying to escape the heat. Cooling centers 
are available at the following locations until further notice, but 
ESDA coordinator Jill Taylor said they are not necessarily open 
all of the time because the need to open cooling centers is 
determined in part by declarations from the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency.
• Human Resource Center of Edgar and Clark Counties, 118 

W. Court St., Paris, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day; and 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday

• Paris Senior Center, 256 W. Court, Paris, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday

• Pleasant Meadows, 400 W. Washington, Chrisman, avail-
able 24/7

• Hume Community Center, 101 Front St., Hume, available as 
needed by calling (217) 251-6453

• Kansas Christian Church, 110 N. Franklin, Kansas, 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday

• Paris Fire Training Center, 11200 Cherry Point Rd., Paris 
Call the Edgar County Sheriff’s Department at 217-465-
4166

For more information, contact Edgar County ESDA at 217-466-
3180

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

89   67
Prec: 0%

91   69
Prec: 0%

90   70
Prec: 0%

85   68
Prec: 40%

88   69
Prec: 40%

92   74
Prec: 30%

93   70
Prec: 0%

TODAY — The heat returns as highs top out 
in the upper 80s under sunny skies.

SUNDAY — Another sunny day with 
increasing heat and humidity and highs in 
the lower 90s.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny and breezy with 
highs near 90.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:34 a.m. 8:19 p.m. 5:41 p.m. 2:54 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:35 a.m. 8:18 p.m. 6:40 p.m. 3:36 a.m.

SATURDAY 5:36 a.m. 8:18 p.m. 7:34 p.m. 4:23 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:36 a.m. 8:17 p.m. 8:22 p.m. 5:14 a.m.

MONDAY 5:37 a.m. 8:16 p.m. 9:05 p.m. 6:09 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:38 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 9:41 p.m. 7:07 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:39 a.m. 8:14 p.m. 10:13 p.m. 8:05 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .86°/66°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108° in 1936
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .48° in 1940

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.07”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.92”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28.84”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.56”

NORMAL:    High: 86   Low: 66     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
EVERETT LAU

Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
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Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
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Hendershot
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Michelle Jacobs, Adonna Bennett, 
Tina Jones, Christian Colvin, Cin-
dy Spencer and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs/
Barbara Gard
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Mary Beth Walls
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 
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ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

WEDNESDAY

PARIS GARDEN STUDY CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets 10 a.m. Wednesday, July 
17, at the First United Methodist 
Church. Cody Welsh from The Tu-
lip Company will give a program 

on garden plans.  

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

BEE WELL FUN RUN
The Bee Well Fun Run for children 

is 6:30 p.m. July 18 in Twin Lakes 
Parks. Children of all ages can get 
active by participating in a series 
of dashes or longer half-mile and 
mile-runs. This is a free activity 
sponsored by Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. The cost is $5. 
Drinks are 50 cents and dessert 
is $1.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Sister Kate Band playing classic 
rock 6:30 p.m. July 18 at Spicer 
Pavilion in Twin Lakes Park.

FRIDAY

BIBLE SCHOOL
Farm Fresh Faith is the Bible 
School theme at First United 
Methodist Church July 15-July 
19. Sessions are 5:15-8 p.m. 
July 14-19, and 6 p.m. July 19. 
More information is available by 
calling 466-4215 or 251-7297. 
Online registration is available 
at https:/vbspro.event/p/
farm19

UPCOMING

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical Soci-
ety is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
and the first and third Saturdays 
of every month for 2019.

SENIOR CITIZENS PROM
The 16th annual Senior Citizens 
Prom is 5-8:30 p.m. July 20 at 
the East Main Multiplex, Casey. 
The West Union Café is catering 
the meal and live music is by 
Battle Creek Band. Tickets are 
$13 at the door. 

BEE WELL FUN RUNS
The Bee Well Fun Run for chil-
dren are 6:30 p.m. July 23 and 
24 in Twin Lakes Parks. Children 
of all ages can get active by par-
ticipating in a series of dashes or 
longer half-mile and mile-runs. 
This is a free activity sponsored 
by Bee Well of Edgar County.

MUSIC IN THE PARK
Music in the Park features the 
Lemon Brothers Band playing 
classic rock and country 6:30 
p.m. July 25 at Spicer Pavilion in 
Twin Lakes Park.

SHILOH SCHOOL SCREENING
Shiloh School District is offering 
free developmental screening 
for children between birth and 
five years old. Screenings are 
mandatory for any child seeking 
to enter the pre-school program 
for 2019-2020. All screenings 
are conducted 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Aug. 7 at the school. Appoint-
ments are required and may be 
made by calling 217-887-2364 
starting July 29.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381

firstmid.com

What can you 
expect with a home 
loan from First Mid? 
•  EASE OF APPLYING ONLINE! 

•  VARIETY OF FINANCING OPTIONS

•  Personal service from a LOCAL 
KNOWLEDGEABLE LENDER.

Visit our Online
Mortgage Center at 
FIRSTMID.COM

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317
dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Return coupon to Darla at First Mid and receive this special offer.

FREE APPRAISAL
with a new First Mid Purchase Mortgage Application.

UP TO $400 CREDIT.

SUBJECT TO TERMS AND APPROVAL. 
ONE DISCOUNT OFFER PER CUSTOMER. 

MAXIMUM CREDIT $400.

OFFER GOOD FOR OWNER-
OCCUPIED PURCHASE 

MORTGAGE APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED THROUGH 12/31/2019.
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“We take your results seriously...We guarantee it!”

WE ARE OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS LOANS!

Current  Business Loan Offer*
Prospect Bank to waive 

up to $1000.00 in Closing Costs

*Subject to the following terms and conditions: Minimum 
loan amount of $500,000.00, credit and terms approval, 

maintenance of primary business deposit accounts and the 
approved loan with Bank for a minimum of three years.  
Closing Costs waived by the Bank would be limited to 

mortgage title policies or title searches, UCC searches, 
recording fees and appraisal fees. 

bankprospect.com

1150 Guns at Auction
Sunday July 21st --- 9:00 AM • 2601 Lakeland Blvd Mattoon, IL

Outstanding Estate Collections – 2 Auction Rings
 Colt .40-60-260 large frame lightning, nickel, J.R.H. Jr. collection; Parker V grade .410 double; 

Winchester 1866 .44 musket; Winchester 1886 .40-82; Several outstanding Drillings & Cape Guns; 
German stalking rifle; Nice prewar custom Mauser rifle; Winchester 62A Gallery roll die; Winchester 

Express rifle; Maynard Civil War SRC, extremely nice; S. Grant .500 double rifle; Marlin Bullard 
.40-70; Winchester 42; Winchester 12’s inc/skeet, trap, duck, Black Diamond; Early Marlins; 

German K98 matching; Winchester 61’s & 63’s; Anschutz rifles inc/22 Hornet & .223; H & R 28 
ga. Double; S/A 1922 22LR; Krags; M1 Carbines; M1 Garands; M1 A; Ruger No. 1’s; Winchester 73’s, 

92’s, 94’s, 53; Jap type 2 paratrooper; Winchester 70’s; Browning superposed; Beretta sporting 
shotguns; .22LR Gattling gun; AR 15’s; Ruger mini 14’s & 30; Remington nylon series rifles; U.S. 
& foreign military rifles; Colt Pythons, Python Elite, Diamond Backs .22 & 38; US 1911A1; High 

Standards; German Lugers; FN hi power Nazi; Great S&W Revolvers inc/15, 17, 19, 22, 27, 29, 32, 57, 
60, 66, 460, 625, 686 & more; Woodsman MT; Colt SAA’s & Bisley, 1902, Ace,1903, 1908, Officers 
match; Colt percussion revolvers; Gold Cup; Browning Medalist; Ruger Black & Red Hawks; Sigs; 

Glock; Kimber; H & K; Les Baer; German target pistols;

Collections from the Estates ofJ. Goold, Laighton Dunkin & Michael Rentschler

See complete listing & photos at bauerauction.com

Auction preview Sat. Evening July 20th 5:00pm – 8:00pm

Ron Baker, FFL (217)273-5056
Bauer Auction Service, LLC.  Lic. #440000242

(217) 259-5956

Hank Bauer
(217) 259-5956

Lic.#440000242

Don Bauer
(217) 259-5093

Lic.#440000178

Or make them online at 
our website!!

Art Hall, Livestock, Barnyard Scramble 
& Talent Show entries can be made online 

www.edgarcountyfair.com

2019
Make your entries for the

158th Edgar Co. Fair

Wednesday - Friday
July 17 - 19

4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A semi-truck accident at 
10:33 a.m. Wednesday, July 
10, near the intersection of 
the East Terre Haute Road 
and Midwestern Gas Street 
took the life of a Paris man

Edgar County Coroner 
Scott Barrett identified the 
deceased as Garrett T. Wolt-
man, 24, who was a passenger 
in the vehicle and was pro-
nounced dead on the scene. 
Barrett added an autopsy 
performed Thursday morning 
confirmed Woltman died of 
blunt force injuries.

Illinois State Police said 

Brett A. Bell, 24, Paris, was 
driving a 1993 Mack Truck 
tractor and trailer east on the 
Terre Haute Road when for 
an unknown reason the vehi-
cle went off the right side of 
the road and overturned onto 
the passenger side.

Bell was extricated from 
the vehicle by firefighters 
from Paris Fire Department 
and the Vermilion Station 
of the Paris Community 
Fire Protection District. He 
was transported by Horizon 
Health to an area hospital for 
what police said were non-life 
threatening injuries.

Woltman was also trapped 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

With two weeks of tem-
peratures exceeding 90 de-
grees, the heat has claimed 
the life of a 66-year-old 
man.

Edgar County Coroner 
Scott Barrett has ruled the 
July 3 death of David W. 
Long as heat stroke. 

Information provided 
by the coroner’s office in-
dicates Long was found 
unresponsive at 1:32 p.m. 
July 3 in his car parked out-
side a residence on North 
Jefferson Street, Paris. The 
Paris Police Department 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

For the second time, the 
Illinois Department of Hu-
man Services (DHS) has re-

turned Justin 
Hefner to 
Edgar Coun-
ty custody 
with the dec-
laration the 
defendant is 
competent to 
stand trial.

Hefner appeared in custody 
Monday, July 8, before Judge 
David W. Lewis who asked 
Edgar County State’s Attorney 
Mark Isaf and public defender 
William McGrath how they 
wished to proceed with the 
DHS finding. McGrath asked 
for a fitness hearing before the 
court and the matter was con-
tinued to Aug. 19,

Hefner was arrested Feb. 
17, 2018, when he appeared at 
the Edgar County Jail dressed 
in body armor, a partially 
obscured badge and what 
appeared to be a semi-auto-
matic pistol in a chest holster 
attached to the bullet proof 
vest.

He claimed to be a federal 
agent in town to make arrests 
and requested the assistance 
of deputies in that task. After 
convincing Hefner to leave 
the pistol in a lockbox and 
enter the jail to discuss the ar-
rests, the deputies placed him 
under arrest without incident. 

His arrest documents 
turned out to be lists of names 
written on lined notebook 
paper, and the pistol was a 
BB gun. A search of his ve-
hicle, which was equipped 
with emergency-style flashing 

lights, revealed an AR-15 rifle 
with modifications to increase 
the rate of fire nearing an au-
tomatic weapon. Similar mod-
ifications were used by the Las 
Vegas shooter in 2017 that 
allowed the discharge of more 
than 1,100 rounds and result-
ed in 58 deaths and another 
400 people wounded by gun-
fire. A fully loaded 100-round 
drum magazine was found 
in the car along with other 
high-capacity magazines. 

The badges Hefner had in 
his possession are security 
officer badges easily obtained 
over the Internet. They have 
no connection to any federal 
law enforcement agency.

Hefner had continued to 
insist he is a federal agent for 
the Department of Defense 
and his arrest is an illegal 
action hampering a federal 

investigation. He has filed 
multiple letters with the court 
insisting he be released and all 
of those involved with keep-
ing him detained be charged 
with treason. 

In May 2018, the court de-
termined Hefner was unfit to 
stand trial and remanded him 
to the custody of DHS for 
treatment. DHS returned him 
to Edgar County in March 
2019 with a finding the defen-
dant was competent. Hefner’s 
continued insistence at that 
time that he is a federal agent 
prompted another indepen-
dent review of his capacity, 
which ruled he was incapable 
of standing trial. 

The court sent Hefner back 
to DHS in March and he is 
again in the Edgar County 
Jail with a DHS ruling he can 
stand trial.

Semi crash kills passenger
by the wreckage and firefight-
ers extricated him after Bell 
was out and the coroner pro-
nounced him dead.

Police said neither Bell nor 
Woltman were wearing seat 
belts.

Bell was cited for failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an ac-
cident, improper lane usage, 
improper operation of com-
mercial vehicle (no commer-
cial drivers license) and fail-
ure to wear seatbelt.

Barrett said the accident re-
mains under investigation by 
his office, the state police and 
the Edgar County Sheriff 's 
Department.

Heat wave claims local man
was on scene within minutes 
of the call and summoned 
the coroner. Long was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

The investigation by the 
police department and the 
coroner determined Long 
was living in the attic portion 
of the house where his car 
was parked. It is estimated 
temperatures in the non-air 

conditioned attic consistently 
exceeded 140 degrees during 
the heat spell. Friends of 
Long told authorities the man 
frequently retreated to his car 
in an effort to escape the heat 
in his attic bedroom.

Long was last seen alive 
during the afternoon of July 2, 
sitting in his car and attempt-
ing to cool down. 

Another fitness hearing scheduled for Hefner

HEFNER

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

In what may have been the 
shortest Paris Union School 
District 95 board of educa-
tion meeting ever, the mem-
bers approved the proposed 
budget and levy and ap-
proved volunteer coaches for 
the 2019-2020 school year.

Paris 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson 
explained final action on the 
budget and levy will occur 
at the August board meet-
ing after the required 30-day 

period for public inspection. 
Those interested in review-
ing the budget may visit 
the district office, located at 
Mayo Middle School, or on-
line at http://www.paris95.
k12.il.us/financial-reports.
html.

Larson recommended the 
same levy rate the district has 
used for the past four years to 
make sure Paris 95 captures 
all of the local taxes it is due.

The board also approved 
a motion to declare two dis-
trict vehicles — a van and 

a pickup truck — as excess 
equipment. Both vehicles 
are old maintenance vehicles, 
Larson explained. A notice to 
accept bids is located in to-
day’s Prairie Press.

The board approved vol-
unteer coaches for the 2019-
2020 school year including 
Cam Elmore and Brady 
Sutton, baseball; Troy Wil-
son and Ryan Kraemer, girls 
basketball; Josh Rigdon and 
Gary Rogers, boys basket-
ball; and Bre Astroki, cheer-
leading.

Budget, levy approved at short meeting

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Em-
ployment Security’s unem-
ployment claim system was 
back online Thursday after 
a more than two-day outage 
rendered the system unable 
to distribute unemployment 
checks or accept claims and 
certifications online. 

“The mainframe system 
experienced a partial loss 
(3 percent) of data storage,” 
Department of Innovation 
and Technology spokes-
woman Jennifer Schultz 
said in a statement, adding 

that staff members success-
fully restored the vast ma-
jority of affected business 
applications. 

Schultz said there were 
other systems included in 
the outage aside from the 
Illinois Benefit Information 
System, although it was un-
clear which ones. 

Schultz did not immedi-
ately respond to follow-up 
requests for clarification 
as to the exact cause of the 
data storage loss or the ex-
tent of the systems impact-
ed by the outage. 

“Staff remains focused 
on resolving issues with the 
remaining impacted appli-
cations. A full evaluation of 
the event will be conducted 
to identify potential areas 
for improvement and to 
strengthen processes, pos-
ture, and resiliency to en-

sure this does not happen 
in the future,” her statement 
said. 

Benefit recipients who 
certified their claims on 
Monday will receive pay-
ments by Friday – two days 
later than scheduled, accord-
ing to an IDES spokesman.  

“Those who were unable 
to certify or file new claims 
over the past few days 
should do so now,” Sam 
Salustro, IDES spokesman, 
said in a statement. “Pay-
ments can take up to two 
days to process, so those 
benefit recipients should 
expect payments by Mon-
day.”

Claimants can once again 
file new claims or certi-
fy their unemployment 
status online through the 
Illinois Benefit Informa-
tion System. Claimants can 

State unemployment site back up after outage
Checks scheduled to 
go out two days late; 
crash tied to loss of 
data storage

also contact the IDES call 
center at 800-244-5631 or 
visit their nearest office, 
which can be found online 
at http://www.ides.illinois.
gov/Pages/Office_Locator.
aspx. 

Salustro said the out-
age happened late Monday 
evening and lasted through 
Wednesday evening. 
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BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

The woman accused of set-
ting fire to a two-story home 
in Paris appeared in custody 
for the July 1 criminal and 
traffic call in Edgar County 
Circuit Court and was grant-
ed a bond reduction. 

Sierra A. Maus, 28, Terre 
Haute, Ind., was in custody 
of the Edgar County Sheriff ’s 
Department for the court ap-
pearance. She is charged with 
a Class 1 felony residential ar-
son and her bond was reduced 
to $25,000 from the original 
$50,000 amount. Maus was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.

Other individuals appear-
ing before the bench on July 1 
included:

IN CUSTODY
nRyan L. Littleton, 25, 

Paris, appeared in custody 

and was charged with a Class 
2 felony aggravated unlawful 
use of a weapon, two counts 
of a Class 3 felony unlawful 
possession of a weapon by a 
convicted felon and a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine. Bond was set at 
$30,000. The public defender 
was assigned to the case and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.

In another matter, Little-
ton’s unresolved Class 4 felo-
ny possession of a controlled 
substance charge was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference. 
nRobert J. Lovell, 22, 

Chrisman, appeared in cus-
tody and probable cause was 
found to charge him with 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 
He pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference and Lovell was 

Accused arsonist gets bond reduction
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nZamion McMahan, 24, 

Charleston, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court date. His unresolved 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charge 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference, and he was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAmber Osborne, 41, 

Terre Haute, Ind., appeared 
in custody. The court deter-
mined her probation sentence 
for a Class 2 felony delivery 
of methamphetamine con-
viction was unsuccessfully 
terminated. She was found in 
default of payments and the 
matter was referred to collec-
tions. She was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nAllen Scott Sitkiewicz, 

42, Paris, appeared in custo-
dy and was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol. Bond was set at $10,000 
and the public defender was 
appointed. The matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond. 

CHARGES
nMegan C. Cusick, 23, 

Paris, was charged with a 
Class 4 felony theft. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and a not guilty plea  with 
a jury trial demand was en-
tered. The matter was contin-

ued for a pretrial conference.
nBlake German, 20, Paris, 

was charged with a Class B 
misdemeanor criminal tres-
passing. He told the court he 
will hire an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nMelinda M. LaBaume, 

42, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a revoked license. She 
told the court she will hire an 
attorney. The matter was con-
tinued for a first appearance 
with counsel.
nJacob L. Neibarger, 23, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke his court 
supervision sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor battery 
conviction. The public de-
fender was appointed. A first 
appearance with counsel was 
scheduled.
nJessica Lynn Wallace, 

38, Paris, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed. The matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nHaley M. Whitley, 18, 

Paris, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class A mis-
demeanor retail theft. She 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $300 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. She was ordered to 
have no contact with Dollar 
General.
nAlisha N. Young, 26, Par-

is, was presented with a peti-
tion to revoke her conditional 

discharge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer conviction. She 
waived her right to be repre-
sented by an attorney and the 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference.

GUILTY PLEAS
nKip M. Pesavento, 50, 

Terre Haute, Ind., admitted 
a petition to revoke his pro-
bation sentence for a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine conviction. His 
first offender probation was 
revoked and the matter was 
continued for a sentencing 
hearing.
nNathaniel E. Schumach-

er, 22, Paris, pleaded guilty to 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charge. A 
presentencing investigation 
was ordered and the matter 
was continued for a sentenc-
ing hearing. In exchange for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemean-
or possession of drug para-
phernalia charge. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nThomas F. Barnes, 37, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. The matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nAnthony J. Tucker, 34, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to 
two counts of a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery 
charge. The matter was con-

tinued for a pretrial confer-
ence.
nBrittany N. Wilson, 28, 

Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nChristian Jamar Givens, 

34, Indianapolis, Ind., failed 
to appear in court. The court 
imposed a 10-day-jail sen-
tence attached to his Class 
A misdemeanor speeding 
conviction. A no-bond arrest 
warrant was issued.
nDallas E. Peterson, 38, 

Paris, was found in violation 
of petitions to revoke his con-
ditional discharge sentences 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery conviction 
and a Class A misdemean-
or unlawful use of a weapon 
conviction. The matter was 
continued for a sentencing 
hearing.

WARRANTS
nWarrants were ordered 

prepared and issued when the 
following individuals failed to 
answer the court call: Travis 
L. Carty, 38, Paris; Sarah Lynn 
Hall, 31, Paris; Craig W. Kest-
ner, 28, Carol Stream; Dustin 
P. Scott, 29, Robinson; Patrick 
M. Thompson, 54, Kansas; 
and William J. Wimsett, no 
age provided, Paris.

COURT

Marriage licenses issued in June
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Edgar County Clerk and 
Recorder issued the following 
marriage licenses during June: 
Clayton James Hawkins and 
Jordyn Alexis Leean Woods, 
both of Fairmount; Bradly 
Alan Ross and Joanna Ray 
Snipes, both of Bloomington; 
Robert William Wise and 

Hope Elizabeth Gossett, both 
of Paris; Kristin Deray Jewell 
and Mary Jean Phillippi, both 
of Paris; Keith Allen Owens 
and Moriah Elise Nau, both of 
Urbana; Mark Wayne Draper 
and Shannon Jo Hicks, both of 
Fairmount; Terry Allen Wolfe 
of Brocton and Michelle Ann 
Brooks of Marshall; Seth Al-
len Dickey and Karlie Suzanne 

Crouch, both of Montezu-
ma, Ind.; Tyler Jacob Smith 
of Hillsdale, Ind., and Keyaira 
Nichole Miller of Dana, Ind.; 
Dewey Lee Hefner of Paris 
and Morgan Renee Prouse of 
Chrisman; Cameron Todd Lee 
and Matteson Kaye Wagner, 
both of Oakwood; and Philip 
Andrew Knust and Austin Ann 
Davis, both of Terre Haute, Ind. 

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – For 
nearly a century, the Du 
Quoin State Fair was known 
as a showcase for the rural, 
agrarian culture of southern 
Illinois, featuring livestock 
shows, carnival rides, harness 
racing, auto racing, monster 
truck shows, demolition der-
bies and, of course, country 
music.

This year, however, the an-
nual festival in southern Illi-
nois has become the focus of a 
statewide controversy involv-
ing a clash of political cultures.

The controversy involved a 

Culture clash at the Du Quoin State Fair
musical act that was booked 
for this year’s fair, a Southern 
rock band from Georgia called 
Confederate Railroad, which 
has been recording and per-
forming in smaller venues and 
county fairs for more than 30 
years.

The musical group was 
scheduled to perform Aug. 27. 
But when Gov. J.B. Pritzker, a 
Chicago Democrat, learned 
about it, he ordered the De-
partment of Agriculture, 
which is in charge of the fair, 
to cancel the performance.

At issue was the band’s logo, 
which features a railroad en-
gine adorned with two Con-
federate flags.

“The Confederate flag is a 
symbol of the hate, oppres-
sion and enslavement of Af-
rican Americans,” Pritzker’s 
communications chief Emily 
Bittner said in a statement. 
“It was flown over states 
that committed treason and 
started a war — so that they 
could keep enslaving people. 
Hundreds of thousands were 
slaughtered in this fight over 

whether the nation should al-
low slavery or end it.”

Officials at the fair declined 
to comment on the controver-
sy, referring questions to the 
Department of Agriculture. 

“While every artist has a 
right to expression, we believe 
this decision is in the best in-
terest of serving all the people 
of our state,” said the depart-
ment’s spokeswoman Krista 
Lisser in a statement.

But Pritzker’s decision did 
not sit well with some south-
ern Illinois lawmakers, includ-
ing Rep. Terri Bryant, R-Mur-
physboro, who vented her 
frustration on Facebook.

“I'm a firm believer in the 
government censoring as lit-
tle speech as possible,” Bry-
ant posted July 6. “I am a firm 
believer in First Amendment 
Rights. But, if these arbitrary 
politically correct lines are 
going to be drawn for cer-
tain acts, then I would like to 
know from the administration 
where this starts and where it 
stops.”

Bryant went on to point 

out that the Illinois State Fair 
in Springfield this year will 
feature the rap artist Snoop 
Dogg, whose 2017 EP, “Make 
America Crip Again,” features 
an image on its cover depict-
ing a dead President Donald 
Trump with an American flag 
draped over the body.

“If that doesn't offend the 
average person, I don't know 
what does,” Bryant wrote.

The Du Quoin State Fair 
began in 1923 as a private 
venture started by local busi-
nessmen who hoped it would 
become the region’s equiva-
lent of the Illinois State Fair 
in Springfield. From 1957 
through 1980, it hosted the 
Hambletonian Stakes, the first 
race in the Triple Crown of 
harness racing.

With the loss of that event, 
the fair ran into financial chal-
lenges and in 1986 it was tak-
en over by the state.

This year’s fair is scheduled 
to run Aug. 23 – Sept. 2.

The Illinois State Fair in 
Springfield’s schedule is Aug. 
8 – 18.

Disagreement over 
Pritzker canceling 
Confederate Railroad 
performance 

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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   NOTICE OF HEARING
The Edgar County Farmland Assessment 

Review Committee will meet as per 35 
ILCS 200/10-110 thru 10-140 (formerly 
Section 20e, Chapter 120 [Revenue Act 

of 1939] of the Illinois Revised Statutes) 
at 5:30 P.M. on Tuesday, July 30, 2019 at 

the Edgar County Farm Bureau Office, 
210 W Washington, Paris, IL. The subject 

of said hearing shall be the proposed 
equalized assessed values of farmland 
and implementation procedures for the 

2020 farmland assessments.  

Published by the Edgar County Farmland
      Assessment Review Committee  

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699
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  Adams Mahogany

Howard Tyler - Sales Manager

GARRETT WOLTMAN
Garrett Tyler Woltman, 

24, of Paris, passed away at 
10:12 a.m. Wednesday, July 

10, 2019, 
in Paris as a 
result of an 
auto acci-
dent.  

Visitation 
is from 10 
a.m. to 1 
p.m. today, 

July 13, at Templeton Funer-
al Home. Private interment 
is at a later date.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Charlotte 
Woltman Education Fund 
in care of Longview Bank of 
Paris.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

WOLTMAN

JANICE TRUELOVE
CHRISMAN – Janice 

Rae Gardner Truelove, 76, 
of Ridge Farm, passed away 
Wednesday, July 10, 2019, at 
Carle Hospital, Urbana. 

A funeral service is 1 p.m. 
Monday, July 15, at Krabel Fu-

neral Home. Burial follows at 
Crown Hill Cemetery, Ridge 
Farm. Visitation is from 11 
a.m. until the service time 
Monday at the funeral home. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

NORMA PREVO
MARSHALL – Norma L. 

Lundstrom Prevo, 87, of Mar-
shall, passed away at 10:46 p.m. 

Saturday, July 
6, 2019, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A Mass 
of Christian 
Burial was 
celebrated at 

10 a.m. Thursday, July 11, in St. 

Mary’s Catholic Church, with 
the Rev. Augustine Koomson 
as the celebrant. Burial was in 
St. Mary’s Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 5-7 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 10, at Pearce Funeral 
Home. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Meals On 
Wheels or the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

PREVO

MARION PATE
Marion Jane Pate, 74, of 

Paris, passed away at 8:08 p.m. 
EDT Monday, July 8, 2019, at 

Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
her life was 
10:30 a.m. 
Friday, July 
12, at Tem-

pleton Funeral Home in Paris, 
with Pastor Nate Alexander 
officiating. Burial followed 
in Vermilion Cemetery. Vis-
itation was from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, July 11, at the funer-
al home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Christmas for Kids 
or to the Kara Ike Care Fund 
in care of First Mid Bank.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

PATE

DENZIL HAMMOND
MARTINSVILLE – Den-

zil "Den" Lee Hammond, 89, 
of Palm Bay, Fla., passed away 

Saturday, July 
6, 2019, at his 
home.  

A funeral 
service was 2 
p.m. Wednes-

day, July 10, at the Brownlie 
& Maxwell Funeral Chapel, 

Melbourne, Fla.  Burial is in 
Ridgelawn Cemetery, Martins-
ville, and Greenwell Funeral 
Home is in charge of the local 
arrangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Tampa, Florida, 
Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.  

JAMES GREATHOUSE
OAKLAND – James Lee 

“Jim” Greathouse, 88, of 
Charleston, passed away Mon-

day, July 8, 
2019, at Hill-
top Skilled 
Nursing and 
R ehabi l i ta-
tion Center.

A funeral 
service was 
4 p.m. Fri-
day, July 12, 
2019, at Kra-
bel Funeral 
Home. Burial 

followed in VanVoorhis Ceme-
tery. Visitation was from 2 p.m. 
until the service time Friday at 
the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Hindsboro United 
Methodist Church.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

GREATHOUSE

CHARLES DENNIS
VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. – 

Charles “Chuck” Dennis, 82, 
passed away Saturday, July 6, 

2019, in Vir-
ginia Beach, 
Va. He was a 
retired physi-
cian.

A memo-
rial service is 
at a later date. 
H.D. Oli-
ver Funeral 
Apartments 
is assisting the 
family.

Mr. Dennis was born in 
1937 at Paris, the son of Dor-
othy Summy Dennis and 
William Andrew Dennis. He 
married Beatrice Gray, and she 
survives.

He is also survived by an 
extended family that includes 
nieces, nephews, life-long 
friends and loyal dogs Sophie 
and Bode. 

Mr. Dennis grew up on a 
family farm outside of Paris 
that was established in 1816, 
He was adored by his older 
siblings Barbara Dennis Post, 
Herbert Dennis, Dorothy 
“Dot” Dennis Emslie and Ruth 
Elizabeth “Beth” Dennis Dunn. 
He had an affinity for the farm’s 
horses, dogs and a pet turkey 
named Scheherazade. 

After his mother died when 
he was 12 years old, he attend-
ed Midland School in Los 
Olivos, Calif. Midland was 
co-founded by his father’s Har-
vard classmate, Paul Squibb, to 
provide a community of learn-
ing in a rural setting, reliant 
only on the work of students 
and teachers to provide basic 
needs.

At Midland, he excelled as a 
scholar, winning prizes in Lat-
in. He loved Midland’s land-
scape, rustic lifestyle and the 
adventures it offered, including 
hunting, carpentry and build-
ing live oak fires to heat water 

for showers. At age 16, he at-
tended Stanford University in 
California, where he studied 
for two years. He received his 
undergraduate degree from the 
University of Illinois in 1957, 
then returned to University of 
Illinois in the mid-1960s, re-
ceiving a degree in medicine in 
1968.

Military service spanned the 
arc of Mr. Dennis’ career, in-
cluding service in the Marines, 
Navy and Air Force. He joined 
the Marine Corps in 1957, 
where he was recognized as an 
expert rifleman and achieved 
the rank of major. 

He served as a medical 
officer in the Navy and was 
on the USS Hancock during 
the evacuation of Saigon. He 
joined the Air Force as a med-
ical officer, specializing in ear, 
nose and throat and retiring as 
a colonel.

Following a distinguished 
military career, Mr. Dennis 
continued his medical prac-
tice with Eastern Virginia Ear, 
Nose & Throat Specialists until 
his retirement. 

With his passing, a great ad-
venture book has closed. He 
was passionate about books 
and reading, words and their 
meanings, lively conversa-
tion, traveling off the beaten 
path, maps, birds and wildlife, 
hunting and dogs. He loved 
his family farm, his family and 
his country. His stories are leg-
endary and many will be telling 
them with fond memories and 
a smile for years to come. 

All who knew Mr. Dennis 
shared in the adventure that 
was his life.

Memorial donations may 
be made to either the Edgar 
County Historical Society 
www.echistoricalsociety.com/
get-involved/donate/ or the 
Audubon Society www.audu-
bon.org/support/donate-now.

Online condolences at 
www.hdoliver.com.

DENNIS

LARRY BATCHELOR
Larry Ray Batchelor, 77, of 

Paris, passed away at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 11, 2019, at his 

residence.  
A graveside 

service is 11 
a.m. Monday, 
July 15, 2019, 
at Franklin 
C e m e t e r y, 
near Chris-
man. Visita-
tion is from 
9:30 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. 
Monday at 

Templeton Funeral Home.
Memorial donations may be 

made to the Human Resourc-
es Center of Edgar and Clark 
Counties.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

BATCHELOR

Leaking is 
costly for 
Brocton

BY JANE BLAIR
janeblair@icloud.com

The Paris City Band closes 
the 2019 concert season at 7 
p.m. Sunday, July 14, in the 
Spicer Pavilion at the West 
Lake Park. Jonathan Boren, 
directs the concert featuring 
a number of familiar favor-
ites as well as some less well-
known selections.

“Jackson Lake Overture” 
by Mark Williams integrates 
several styles.  

“Russian Sailor’s Dance” 
is a spirited orchestral piece 
from the 1927 ballet “The 
Red Poppy.”  

Favorite highlights from 
“The Lion King” are sure to 
delight the audience.

Less familiar is “Musi-
cians’ Strike (A Comic Tat-
too)” referencing an outdoor 
military exercise given by 
troops as evening entertain-
ment.

John Philip Sousa’s rous-
ing “El Capitan” opens the 
second half of the concert. 

 “Percussion Espagnole” 
by Robert Prince features 
the percussion section, with 
the band playing in an up-
beat flamenco style.

Slowing down the pace 

is David Holsinger’s “On a 
Hymnsong of Philip Bliss.” 
The music is based on the 
1876 Philip Bliss-Horatio 
Spafford American hymn, “It 
Is Well with My Soul.” 

The next selection, “De-
fying Gravity,” is a com-
position depicting soaring 
adventures in the sky above 
the clouds, as well as fighting 
through a turbulent storm.

The concert closes with 
“The Band” by Meredith 
Willson, a prolific composer 
most famous for “The Music 
Man” and “The Unsinkable 
Molly Brown.” 

Final Paris City Band concert is Sunday

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The Annual Midwest Pho-
tography Juried Exhibit is July 
26 – Aug. 30 at the Link Art 
Gallery.

Susan Stafford, Link Art Gal-
lery director, said the exhibit is 
open to all photographers in 
Illinois and Indiana. The adult 
division is for photographers 
18 and older, and the youth di-
vision serves those ages 10-17.

Each photographer may 

submit up to three images for 
the exhibit. The non-refund-
able entry fee is $20 for gallery 
members, $25 for non-mem-
bers and $15 for students.

All photographs submit-
ted for consideration must be 
mounted in a manner suitable 
for exhibition and have a wire 
attached to the back for hang-
ing. Sawtooth style hangers are 
not acceptable.

Photos submitted for the 
show must have been created 

by the person doing the sub-
mission and images previously 
exhibited at the Link Art Gal-
lery are ineligible. 

The Link Gallery, at 132 S. 
Central, is accepting entries for 
the upcoming photo exhibit 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. July 19; 9-11 a.m. 
July 20; and 1-3 p.m. July 21. 

A special opening recep-
tion is 5-6:30 p.m. July 26 at 
which time the winners of 
cash prizes and ribbons will 
be announced.

Link Art Gallery seeking photography

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOLEDO – The annual 
Jeepin’ for a Cure is July 20 at 
the Toledo American Legion 
Post.

According to organizers, 
this event commonly attracts 

hundreds of Jeeps to the area 
with more than 800 partici-
pants. All vehicles taking part 
in the drive must be licensed 
and insured. 

Jeepin’ for a Cure raises 
money to help families in an 
around Cumberland County 

with medical needs arising 
from cancer treatment.

Other activities include 
live music, games, raffles, 
auction, food stand and cake 
walk. 

More information is avail-
able by calling 217-276-3596.

Jeepin’ for a Cure 2019 in Toledo 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – A leak, or 
several leaks, in the Brocton 
water distribution system is 
creating a headache for vil-
lage officials.

During the Wednesday, 
July 10, village board meet-
ing, village mayor Dennis 
Cary instructed village em-
ployee Damon Johnson to 
start searching for leaks in 
the pipe system.

“We had a loss of 270,000 
gallons in a month,” said 
Cary. “We need to find the 
leaks.”

Cary added if Johnson has 
difficulty locating the prob-
lem it will be necessary to 
ask for help from the Illinois 
Rural Water Association. 

In another matter, Cary 
asked the trustees for input 
about hosting a monthly ka-
raoke night in Damon John-
son Park. The estimated cost 
is $150 per night, which can 
be paid from the revenue on 
farm ground owned by the 
village rather than using tax 
dollars.

The trustees did not raise 
any objections, noting it is 
impossible to predict how 
well the community will 
receive the activity without 
trying it at least once. 



We are all, to some extent, 
prisoners of the past. Things that 
have already happened — or that 

we remember as 
having happened 
— constitute the 
world that we 
know. Anything 
else is a product 
of imagination.

But it can also 
be a pitfall for 
politicians, par-
ticularly for those 
seeking national 
visibility when 

they’re running for president. It’s 
jarring to see candidates ignore 
recent changes and describe a 
world that no longer exists, as 
when they were asked leadoff 
questions about the economy in 
the first two Democratic debates.

Night one: “It’s doing great for 
a thinner and thinner slice at the 
top;” “The economy has got to 
work for everyone, and right now 
we know it isn’t;” “We know that 
not everyone is sharing in this 
prosperity;” “This economy is 
not working for average Ameri-
cans;” “There’s plenty of money 
in this country. It’s just in the 
wrong hands.” So spoke Elizabeth 
Warren, Beto O’Rourke, Amy 
Klobuchar, Cory Booker and Bill 
de Blasio, respectively.

Night two: “(T)he bottom 60 
percent haven’t seen a raise since 
1980;” “We have three people in 
this country owning more wealth 
than the bottom half of America;” 
“We do have enormous income 
inequality;” “This economy is 
not working for working people;” 
“Forty years of no economic 
growth for 90 percent of the 
American people.” Those were 
Tim Ryan, Bernie Sanders, Joe 
Biden, Kamala Harris and Mi-
chael Bennet, respectively.

These are reasonably accurate 
descriptions of the macroecono-
my in the years after the financial 
crash and recession of 2008, 

during the Obama presidency, 
and plausible descriptions of the 
eight years of George W. Bush’s 
presidency.

Even in the buoyantly prosper-
ous years of the 1980s and 1990s, 
incomes rose faster among the 
affluent and well-educated, while 
blue-collar wages tended to flat-
line. Economic inequality tended 
to increase according to various 
measures. Those trends continued 
in the 2000s and 2010s and were 
decried by Democratic politicians 
and Donald Trump.

Now there are signs those trends 
are reversed. In percentage terms, 
wage gains seem to be increasing 
most for those at the bottom of the 
wage scale. Blue-collar incomes are 
apparently rising more rapidly than 
white-collar. Unemployment has 
dropped to levels not seen for 50 
years, and unemployment among 
blacks and Hispanics seems to have 
dropped to the lowest levels since 
measurement began.

It’s possible these trends will 
turn out to be just momentary 
reversals of dominant long-term 
trends. It’s also possible these 
trends were not caused by any 
policies or actions of the Trump 
administration, and maybe even 
possible, as some Democrats 
argue, the trends are a delayed 
result of Obama administration 
policies.

But the fact remains candidate 
Trump promised an economy 
whose gains would go more to 
those less well off than they have 
in the recent past, to blue-collar 
workers in particular, and to 
blacks and Hispanics. And that’s 
how the economy has performed 
in the 30 months he has been in 
office. Looks like he delivered.

Of course, Democrats don’t 
want to admit that, and so, they 
fall back on congenial rhetorical 
tropes even after the tropes have 
gone stale. And maybe their out-
dated analyses didn’t strike their 
debate audiences as dissonant 

with reality. 
We Americans are fractured 

into political tribes these days, 
and it was mostly the Democratic 
tribe that tuned into MSNBC for 
the Democrats’ debate. Polling 
shows that voters’ assessment of 
economic trends is more highly 
correlated with partisan loyalty 
than economic performance.

But it won’t be only Demo-
crats watching once the party 
has a nominee and once general 
election campaigning starts. And 
that nominee may want to avoid 
the unpopular stands that most 
of today’s two dozen candidates 
have endorsed — ninth-month 
abortions, free college, open 
borders through decriminaliza-
tion of illegal border crossing, free 
medical care for illegal immi-
grants, abolition of private health 
insurance. 

Democrats remember the 1992 
Bill Clinton mantra “It’s the econ-
omy, stupid,” and how Clinton 
won despite a macroeconomic 
upswing. So why not describe the 
economy as it used to be and as 
they’d like voters to see it, rather 
than as it actually is?

This has another benefit for 
Democratic partisans, who are 
increasingly upscale white college 
graduates who care most about 
cultural issues but who’d like to 
think their policies help the less 
fortunate.

Their party has already lost the 
blue-collar whites who were once 
its base, and erosion of its super-
majorities from blue-collar blacks 
and majorities from blue-collar 
Hispanics could destroy its 
dreams of long-term majorities. 
So tell them they’re suffering, 
even if they’re not anymore. Hope 
they’re prisoners of the past.

(Michael Barone is a senior polit-
ical analyst for the Washington Ex-
aminer and a resident fellow of the 
American Enterprise Institute and 
is a former member of the editorial 
page staff of The Washington Post.)
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One of the points that 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 
made since Chicago May-

or Lori 
Lightfoot 
began 
using 
the news 
media to 
ask for a 
multi-bil-
lion dollar 
state 
pension 
bailout is 
that other 

parts of Illinois are having 
the same problems as our 
largest city.

Rockford is one of 
them, as the governor 
noted last week.  Its first 
responder pension funds 
are in horrible shape for 
pretty much the same 
reason as so many others 
are. The state didn’t re-
quire local governments to 
fully fund those particular 
pension funds, so a large 
number of locals just 
didn’t do it.

Sufficient local contri-
butions have long been 
required by state law to 
the Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund, the 
unified statewide pension 
system for almost all other 
local government retirees.  
Consequently, the IMRF 
has always ranked among 
the best-funded systems in 
Illinois. 

Locals are now required 
to do the same for police 
and fire pensions and the 
squeeze is real.  In typical 
top-down Statehouse 
fashion, local governments 
were simply ordered to 
fix their first responder 
pension deficits without 
any sort of help from the 
state. 

Rockford Mayor Tom 
McNamara claimed not 
long ago that by 2025 pen-
sion payments will con-
sume an eye-popping 60 
percent of his city’s annual 
budget. Last November, 
Peoria’s city council voted 
to eliminate 22 firefighter 
and 16 police positions 
to help close a $6 million 
budget hole.  Carterville, 
in southern Illinois, raised 
its property taxes by 30 
percent last year to help 
cover the hole created by 
the state mandate.  The list 
is almost endless.

The governor has 

Illinois 
needs to 
get act
together

4-H, Edgar County Fairs provide educational, entertainment opportunities

Many rural Midwest towns have become 
like my stereotype of Appalachia – main 
streets of mostly empty storefronts; lots of 

unskilled folks left behind, 
yearning for jobs on the line 
that are gone forever; too 
many single mothers strug-
gling to make it on low-wage 
work, or welfare, lacking the 
time or know-how to nurture 
high educational expecta-
tions in their children.

Small town decline began 
at least a century ago, when 
farm families exchanged 
horse and wagon for the 

Model T. They could thus bypass the nearby 
village and its tiny general store, and head for 
farm-market towns of 1,000 to 3,000 or so 
folks, with their greater offerings.

Old duffers like me remember growing up 
in these towns post-WWII, when parking was 
hard to find on Saturday evenings. Farm wives 
bustled in and out of the long row of main 
street shops, buying and maybe even barter-
ing fresh eggs for some credit. The municipal 
band tootled in the park. It was a great time 
and place to grow up.

My town, and hundreds like it, have now 
been bypassed for small cities like Princeton, 
with 7,000 or more folks. These places tend 
to have a hospital, a good grocery, a couple of 
big box stores and maybe better schools than 
the rural towns. 

Some small towns, maybe mine, will make 
it, as hopeless romantics like me work to fash-
ion a new kind of multiservice café-market to 
replace the shuttered grocery. But most will 
fade away, as the villages did earlier.

I also worry about are the mid-size cities 
like Peoria and Decatur. They have lost their 
robust manufacturing cachet, and struggle to 
find, like my small town, a raison d’etre. Peo-
ria’s leadership has been decimated, as CAT’s 
C-Suite has departed for Chicagoland, and 
the city’s once-prominent department stores 
and banks have all been shuttered or gobbled 
up by out-of-towners.

Population is rapidly being sucked toward 
global city regions – on the West Coast, and 
East Cost from D.C. to Boston. Those regions 
have reasons for being, whether technology 
in the West or finance/business/research/
government in the East.

Even metropolitan Chicago, with its 
10 million people across three states, will 
struggle to be counted among the truly global 
urban regions, competing with the Shanghais, 
and others with their energetic populations of 
25-30 million.

As with Peoria and Decatur, the Windy 
City is no longer the robust producer of 
goods it used to be. And it doesn’t yet really 
compete with the coasts on either technol-
ogy or the venture capital that spawns more 
enterprise.

Are there still synergies to be exploited be-
tween agriculture and Chicago, as there were 
in the 19th and 20th centuries? Such might 
give Chicagoland and the Midwest a place at 
the table of global biggies. 

Since I write mostly about state issues, 
what role is there for the State of Illinois in all 
this? Not much, probably. Yes, the state can 
help leverage Illinois’ fabulous strengths of 
location and transportation infrastructure; 
our highway network, rail, water and air 
transportation are possibly unmatched. And 
we can create a more positive, stable business 
climate.

Maybe equally important in the long run, 
the state could lead us in some long-term 
thinking. Sure, you say, another report for the 
bottom shelf. But not always. A century ago, 

The Edgar County 4-H Fair and 
the Edgar County Fair open their 
annual runs in the next week — and 
we couldn’t be more excited.

Both fairs showcase our coun-
ty’s largest industry — agriculture. 
While we may live in an age when 
many think 4-H and county fairs are 
outdated, the truth is these fairs are 
important to our economy, society 
and the heritage of our small rural 
county.

In the next few days, Edgar 
Coun¬ty 4-H’ers will be proudly 
displaying their projects — from 
cookies to goats to model rockets 
to artwork to photography to pets 
and livestock. There’s nothing like 
watching the hard work of a young 
4-H’er pay off with a blue ribbon and 
the smile that accompanies it.

Don’t forget the tasty food at the 

annual 4-H Cafe, operated by the 
Edgar County 4-H Association and 
Edgar County Home and Communi-
ty Education. Breakfast by the foun-
dation includes biscuits and gravy 
and pancakes and sausage. Proceeds  
benefit the improvements and main-
tenance of the 4-H grounds. Lunch 
and dinner by the HCE women, 
include the famous barbecue, pork 
burgers and homemade pies and 
desserts. Proceeds support educa-
tional programs for area women.

The Edgar County Fair added a 
day this year and will get underway 
Saturday, July 20, with something 
new — big time entertainment and 

adult beverages. Also new this year is 
an exciting rodeo for the entire fami-
ly, the county queen contests, the an-
nual Barnyard Scramble, Motorcross 
races, the return of the fair’s talent 
show and the ever popular Route 1 
Rumble demolition derby. 

And don’t forget the Art Hall at 
the fair, which showcases every-
thing from canned foods and baked 
goods to the opportunity to show 
off plants, photography, quilting, 
collections or other handiwork. The 
good news, it’s not too late to enter. 
Just go to the fair’s website at www.
edgarcountyfair.com or stop by the 
fair office this week. They will be 
happy to help with registration.

So let’s all support the fairs and our 
communities this week — even if it’s 
just a stop for taffy or a corn dog. It’s 
a summertime tradition.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

It’s fair time once again

Cities will 
not get
pension
bailout

Democrats: Prisoners of past on economy

YOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

Democrats
seeking 
socialism

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

Editor, The Prairie Press:
Democrats want communism to run our 

U.S., so they can control all the money.
They want to take our Social Security away 

from seniors, so they can spend the money. 
The people who are flocking to our country 
let this happen in their country.

It has caused them to lose their homes 
since there is only fighting and corruption. 
Do you want that to happen in the U.S.?

The only way to stop it is to vote for Pres-
ident Donald Trump to be our Republican 
president.

Please help.
Betty Englum

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL  
FAX

See MILLER, Page 7A

See NOWLAN, Page 7A

MICHAEL
BARONE
GUEST  
COLUMN



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019  |  7AOPINION

AUTO  |   HOME  |   LIFE  |   HEALTH  |   FARM  |   COMMERCIAL  |   WORKERS COMPENSATION  |   BONDS
Dimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

FUN AT  
THE FAIR

Enjoy all the fun Edgar  
County Fair has to offer!  

From your community partner  
at Dimond Bros. Insurance

July 20-27

NOWLAN
FROM PAGE 6A

ago, Daniel Burnham and the 
Commercial Club of Chicago 
created the Chicago Plan. 
Yes, only half was implement-
ed, but what a half –the city’s 
fabulous, open-to-the-public 
lakefront, great parks, and 
wide boulevards.

Amazing to report, Illinois 
has never – never – done any 
looking ahead. Our state plan-

ning is basically the sum of 
the mish-mash of 6,000 bills 
introduced each biennium in 
the Legislature.

Sad.
Gov. Pritzker sees himself 

as a Big Ideas guy. 
So, governor, pull togeth-

er the brightest minds and 
the deepest pockets from 
across the Midwest – this is 
a regional, not a state-limited 
matter – to look ahead, clar-
ify our reason for being, and 

focus resources. A decade 
ago, the veteran international 
reporter Richard Longworth 
called for as much in his 
book “Caught in the Middle.” 
Time’s a wastin’.

Our great Heartland has 
been falling behind the coasts 
and much of the world. 
Do we know where we are 
going, how we can leverage 
our strengths? Are there 
synergies to be developed 
between our mid-size cities 

and Chicago, to the benefit of 
all? At the least, we need to 
think about it. 

We might not save my ru-
ral town, but we might perk 
up the Midwest.

(Jim Nowlan is president 
of Stark County Communica-
tions, which publishes newspa-
pers in his rural home county 
in Illinois. He is a former state 
legislator, senior aide to three 
unindicted governors and a 
state agency director.)

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT
in our 

classified ads!
CALL TODAY!

NEW FOR THE 2019 
EDGAR COUNTY FAIR
We are offering a Family Pass for 4 

people to grandstand events.

Options
 - 8 evenings for $200

- 4 evenings of your choice for $100
(That makes it a cost of $6.25 per person per event!)

Passes are good for grandstand 
bleachers or infield.

You can purchase your passes online at 
edgarcountyfair.com using PayPal. 

(The application can be found under the forms tab.)

After your purchase online the pass can be 
picked up in the fair office.

Or you can purchase your passes in the 
fair office.

For more information call 217-822-1896

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

ruled out any sort of state 
assumption of local pension 
liability.  He explained, with 
strong evidence, that doing 
so could quickly hurtle the 
state’s bond rating into junk 
territory.  Pritzker talked 
about some pension fund 
consolidation, but only for 
administrative functions and 
investments. That would save 
some money, but only on the 
edges and mainly for smaller 
funds.  Full consolidation of 
liabilities would probably not 
go over well with local gov-
ernments which have healthy 
pension funds. 

Pritzker himself has 
repeatedly admitted that high 
property taxes are driving 

businesses out of state. But, 
unlike his two immediate 
predecessors, Pritzker will 
not support pension benefit 
reductions (which would 
be unconstitutional any-
way without changing the 
state’s constitution, which 
is politically not possible 
and might only be doable 
for new hires even if it could 
be accomplished, which it 
can’t).  And, unlike Bruce 
Rauner, Pritzker won’t favor 
allowing local governments 
to cut their operating costs by 
unilaterally slashing benefits 
earned through the collective 
bargaining process. 

That leaves revenue.  But 
Pritzker won’t support a 
politically unpopular tax 
on retirement income that 
Lightfoot foolishly floated.  

Anyone paying even the 
slightest bit of attention 
to last year’s Democratic 
gubernatorial primary could 
see Pritzker’s aversion to that 
tax and how he used the issue 
to successfully bludgeon his 
top two opponents.  I have no 
idea what she was thinking, 
but she needs to learn from 
that blunder, or she’s got a 
very rocky road ahead of her.

What this rookie mayor 
doesn’t yet seem to quite 
grasp is that if she wants state 
help for her city then she has 
to make friends and allies.  
And you obviously don’t do 
that by allowing the state’s 
leaders to be blindsided by a 
tax proposal which has zero 
chance of being considered, 
let alone passed. 

Lightfoot has a governor 

and two Democratic legisla-
tive leaders with super-major-
ities who live in her city and 
want her to succeed.  But, 
as important as her city is, it 
is not an island.  The mayor 
needs to make common 
cause with downstate and 
suburban mayors to push for 
realistic solutions. 

A local service tax option, 
which the mayor said she now 
supports as an alternative to 
that retirement income tax, 
might possibly be one way to 
do it.  But it most certainly 
won’t happen unilaterally.  

Nothing will. 
(Rich Miller is the editor 

of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

CROP DUSTERS RETURN TO EDGAR COUNTY

Ned Jenison/The Prairie Press

The aerial application season is underway for field crops in this area. This sprayer based at the Edgar County Airport north of Paris, 
operated by Mid Continent application service, takes on a load of granular application earlier this week. An expansion of the service 
apron at the airport is nearly complete and will include a new and more convenient refueling location.
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Special to The Prairie Press
This group of girls is vying for the title of Little Miss Edgar 
County Fair during the upcoming Edgar County Fair. Front 
is the current Little Miss Laney Sallee. Middle, left to right, 
Emily Larson, Tonya Sollars, Mae Rogers, Charlie Miller and 
Maggie Becher. Back row, left to right, Lainey Seeley, Jocelyn 
Tracy, River Haddix, Zoe Griffin and Harper Henderson.

Fair armband day for midway 
rides

6:30 p.m. Edgar County 
Fair truck and tractor pull at 
the grandstands

JULY 27
8:30 a.m. Edgar County 
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officials. Horve’s companies – 
Horve Builders and Hospitali-
ty Management – are engaged 
in hotel construction and hotel 
management.

Horve said he was first ap-
proached about building a ho-
tel in Paris four years ago but 
did not look at the community 
at that time. As a favor to Rus-
sell, who had helped secure 
financing for other Horve proj-
ects, he made the trip to Paris.

Meetings with Colvin, Par-
is mayor Craig Smith and the 
leaders of local industry who 
wanted a quality hotel facility 
closer than Terre Haute, Ind., 
helped convince him this was a 
feasible project.

“The more I’ve looked into 
it the more convinced I am it’s 
going to do well,” said Horve.

Selling the Hilton Corpora-
tion on the idea of having one 
of its brand hotels in Paris was 
a much harder task. Hilton ini-
tially balked at a Hampton Inn 
for Paris and favored doing a 
Tru Hotel, but Horve persisted 
in wanting to make it a Hamp-

ton Inn.
He said the corporation 

finally relented because he is 
assuming all of the risk.

Horve Construction is 
building the hotel, which will 
be owned and managed by 
Horve Hospitality Manage-
ment. 

Earthwork is expected to 
start at the site next week for 
the project estimated to cost 
$7.5 million. Horve said the 
Paris hotel will be a prototype 
in that it is incorporating new 
elements for Hampton Inns. 
Some of the emphasis will 
include technology advances 
and comfort amenities like an 
outside fire pit where guests 
may relax and even grill meals.

“We started as custom home 
builders, and we like to throw 
in some upscale details,” said 
Horve. “We like to go for the 
wow effect.”

If all goes well, construction 
should be completed by late 
spring or early summer 2020. 
Horve said with the exception 
of a general manager all of the 
hotel staff will be local hires.

Paris mayor Craig Smith was 
almost as exuberant as Colvin. 

Smith said getting the commit-
ment from Horve to build a 
hotel is another example of the 
perseverance and can-do spirit 
permeating Paris.

“Paris has been able to do a 
lot for a community that’s not 
on the interstate,” said Smith. 
“We’ve brought in more jobs 
per capita than any other 
community in Illinois, and 
our hospital is growing. Other 
communities are losing their 

doctors.”
Paris put together a finan-

cial incentive package through 
the Edgar County Enterprise 
Zone and the Jasper Street 
TIFF District worth approxi-
mately $920,000 to help with 
the project.

“I’ve never been so wel-
comed at a city council meet-
ing,” said Horve. “Normally, I 
encounter a lot of not-in-my-
backyard attitude.”

HOTEL
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2018-2019 fiscal year with 
$1,556,332 going into the 
new fiscal year, which be-
gan July 1. That compares to 
$909,897 at the conclusion 
of the last fiscal year. Even the 
transportation fund ended 
with more money going into 
the new fiscal year than the 
2017-2018 fiscal year, Young 
reported. That fund totals 
$866,408 are up slightly from 
the 2017-2018 fiscal year of 
$858,321.

Young reported to the board 
the grand total of all funds — 
including bond and interest, 
IMRF, life, health and safety 
— for the 2018-2019 school 
year ended with $4,606,548, 
compared to $3,757,658 for 
the 2017-2018 year.

Board president Jim Blue 
praised Young’s work in in 
watching and planning the 
district’s finances.

Young said she is currently 
working on the new budget 
and expects it to be balanced.

PARIS
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thought this would be a 
good place for a mural. I said 
‘I’ve got an idea,’ and we just 
started talking about it.”

Young described the 
talking about the project as 
mostly Hand staring at the 
wall where the mural is be-
ing created. 

“It’s nice having him 
here,” said Young. “His dad 

MURAL
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BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

County officials are breath-
ing a little easier now that 
country property taxes are 
coming in.

The county’s cash coffers 
under the always tight bud-
gets are generally near emp-
ty when tax bills go into the 
mail during June. Some years 
it was necessary to do tax an-
ticipation borrowing to keep 
cash flow adequate to cover 
expenses.

“We did not have to bor-
row. We made it through an-
other year,” said county board 
chairman Jeff Voigt during the 
July 10 county board meeting. 

The board moved quick-
ly through a relatively light 
agenda of items.

A variance was granted to 
The Equity for the expansion 
of a rail spur at Horace. Edgar 

County Highway Engineer 
Aaron Lawson discussed the 
issue with board members 
during the July 8 road and 
bridge committee meeting. 
Lawson said the variance was 
needed because expanding 
the spur places it within the 
setback area of the county’s 
subdivision ordinance.

Lawson recommended 
granting the variance saying 
the project raised did not raise 
any engineering concerns.

“It’s all work on private 
property,” said Lawson.

During the reports section 
of the meeting, airport man-
ager Tom Tuttle said work 
at the airport to expand the 
apron and build a new fueling 
area is going well. He noted 
approximately 80 percent of 
the new concrete is poured 
but that has stopped while 
electrical work is underway in 

another area of the project. 
Tuttle did not have any 

information about when the 
new steel fuel tanks are ex-
pected to arrive. 

Supervisor of assessment 
Deena Hasler reminded 
board members the annual 
farmland hearing is July 16 
at the Farm Bureau building, 
with Brenda Matherly of the 
Illinois Farm Bureau present 
to discuss farmland assess-
ments.

County board member 
Dan Bruner reported the 
county animal shelter re-
ceived 50 cats removed from 
one person’s house, and he 
praised animal shelter ad-
ministrator Andrea Gross’ 
perseverance in finding 
homes for all of the cats and 
avoiding euthanizing any of 
the felines.

“It’s hard to get rid of cats,” 

County gets through year without borrowing
said Bruner.

He also addressed this is-
sue during the July 8 study 
session, noting Gross has 
only euthanized five animals 
this year and those were ag-
gressive pit bulls considered 
too dangerous for adoption.

In other matters, the coun-
ty board:
appointed Scott Ball to 

the Rides Mass Transit board;
appointed Jeff Yoder to 

the North Fork Conservancy 
District;
appointed Ned Heltsley 

to the North Fork Conser-
vancy District;
accepted Merle Clark’s 

resignation from the Edgar 
County Emergency Tele-
phone System Board; and
appointed Ben Lueken 

to the unexpired term on the 
ETSB created by Clark’s res-
ignation.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

It has been a good sum-
mer for Bee Well of Edgar 
County.

The coalition’s first Learn 
to Run project was success-
ful, with seven participants 
graduating from the multi-
week course. Learn to Run 
is not about how far or how 
fast a person runs. The em-
phasis is to build endurance 
by running a little more, and 
walking a little less, with 
each session.

Learn to Run’s end goal 
was to have participants con-
ditioned to run nonstop for 
30 minutes.

Brandi Eaton, who led 
the effort, said many of the 
participants have continued 
running and being physical-
ly active since completing 
the training session.

Bee Well’s free Fun Runs 
for Kids kicked off Tuesday, 
July 9, in Twin Lakes Park. 
This program is designed 
to keep children active with 
twice weekly runs on Tues-
day and Thursday evenings. 
Children have the opportu-
nity to participate in several 
dashes of varying lengths, 
plus run a half-mile and mile 
course through the park. 

Bee Well also kicked of 
a healthy choice campaign 
starting with the Circle K 
convenience stores as part-
ners. The stores generously 
allowed Bee Well to place 
healthy choice stickers on 
water dispensers and in the 
coolers where bottled water, 
milk and 100 percent juices 
are stored as a reminder to 
consumers there are better 
alternatives than sugar laden 
soft drinks. 

The healthy choice cam-
paign is set to expand with 
several local restaurants 
granting permission for 
healthy choice sticker place-

Bee Well buzzes along
ment on menus indicating 
which dishes are heart healthy.

Bee Well formed as a coali-
tion in 2014 when several peo-
ple in the medical profession, 
education, business leaders 
and concerned citizens grew 
alarmed by two separate stud-
ies ranking Edgar County near 
the bottom of healthy places in 
Illinois because of the preva-
lence of obesity and heart relat-
ed illness in the county. 

According to Horizon 
health’s 2016 Community 
Health Needs assessment, 
the heart disease rate in Edgar 
County is 43 percent high-
er than the state average and 
Edgar County has the highest 
death rate among the neighbor-
ing counties of Clark, Coles, 
Crawford, Douglas and Vermil-
ion.

These numbers can change 
and that is what Bee Well is 
striving to do. 

Eaton, who is a nurse with 
the Edgar County Health De-
partment, reported the health 
department plans to be at the 
upcoming Edgar County Fair 
and highlight different topics 
each evening. Visitors to the 
booth can also sample fruit in-
fused water.

Horizon Health dietician 
Kara Wilcoxon endorsed the 
plan of making fruit infused wa-
ter available as an option.

“Not everybody likes plain 
water, and they haven’t tried 
other healthy alternatives,” said 
Wilcoxon.

The health department is 
also getting ready to start a 
grant funded an anti-smoking 
campaign that includes vaping, 
said Eaton.

She hopes to place signs at 
places like ball fields, parks, the 
Splash Pad and All-Abilities 
Playground declaring them to-
bacco free locations. 

“Any place in town that 
is family friendly should be 
smoke free,” Eaton said. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
PEDCO president Bob Colvin 
describes the July 11 ground-
breaking for a new hotel in 
Paris as a dream come true 
since PEDCO had worked to 
get a hotel in the community 
for approximately 14 years.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Spencer Russell, president 
of the Paris Community Bank 
for First Mid Bank, was the go 
between that connected Horve 
Builders and PEDCO resulting 
in the commitment to build a 
Hampton Inn Hotel in Paris. 
First Mid Bank helped with 
financing the projects.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – The Chris-
man Board of Education 
zipped through the Thursday, 
July 10, meeting.

Grade school principal 
Kelly Schluter was the only 
administrator present and she 
briefed board members about 
the results from the Aims Web 
Tier Transition testing for each 
grade level showing progress 
in English and math over the 
course of a year.

“Some of the classes were 
strong throughout the year and 
some were strong by the end of 
the year,” said Schluter.

Aims testing tracks student 
progress through a series of 
tests with one test adminis-
tered at the start of the school 
year to establish a baseline. 
Other tests follow during the 
middle and end of the year to 
evaluate how well students are 
moving forward from the base-
line start. It is just one test used 
by Unit 6.

“We are using multiple plat-
forms, not just one test, to de-
termine advancement,” said 
Schluter. “It provides a more 
accurate picture.”

This is a departure from 

when the federal No Child Left 
Behind (NCLB) law was in 
place, which used one test ad-
ministered annually to deter-
mine student growth. NCLB 
took a punitive approach and 
schools that failed to show the 
anticipated progress faced rep-
rimands. 

Schluter said the majority of 
the Aims test is done online by 
students in the second through 
fifth grades, although the read-
ing out loud portion is done 
with a teacher, or other adult, 
to evaluate ability.

“The reading benchmark 
goes up with each test,” Schlut-
er said, explaining students are 
expected to read a set number 
of words on the first test and 
the number of words increase 
with subsequent tests.

Unit 6 is hosting an early 
registration 1-6:30 p.m. July 31 
for elementary and pre-school 
students at the elementary 
school. Registration for all oth-
er students is noon -7 p.m. Aug. 
1 at the high school.

Online registration is also 
possible but the process can-
not be completed online.

Schluter said parents/guard-
ians still need to attend the reg-
istration in order to show proof 

of residency in the district 
and those types of documents 
should not be posted online. 
Personal appearance is also 
necessary for the adjustment of 
any fees as that process cannot 
be done online. 

A project to air condition 
the grade school is partially 
completed. Schluter said eight 
classrooms now have air con-
ditioning and the others will 
have to wait for the next cycle 
of installations. She expressed 

satisfaction with how quiet the 
new units are.

Board member Cory 
Chaney, who serves on the 
buildings and grounds com-
mittee, echoed Schluter’s as-
sessment of the new HVAC 
system.

“The installation is good. It’s 
a clean job,” said Chaney. “Even 
when the blower is cranked up, 
you can barely hear it.”

 In other matters, it was an-
nounced the district closed 
the year by adding a total of 
$521,000 to the fund balanc-
es, with $429,000 going into 
the education fund balance. 
The building fund and the 
transportation fund balanc-
es also grew, but by lesser 
amounts.

Mark Wyatt was sworn in as 
a board member. Wyatt previ-
ously served on the board but 
opted not to run for re-election 
during the April 2019 elec-
tion. Darin Craig was elected 
to the board but subsequently 
resigned when the other board 
members refused to change 
the board meeting time to ac-
commodate Craig’s scheduling 
conflict.

Wyatt is filling the unexpired 
portion of Craig’s term.

Schluter pleased with Chrisman students’ work

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Mark Wyatt reads the oath of 
office to serve as a Chrisman 
board of education member. 
Wyatt re-joined the board July 
11 to fill the vacancy created 
by Darin Craig’s resignation.

Fair llama show
11 a.m. Edgar County 

Fair open hog show
1 p.m. Edgar County 

Fair armband day for mid-
way rides until 6 p.m. when 
regular prices apply until 
the midway closes

6 p.m. Edgar County 
Fair demolition derby at 
the grandstands

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

A second public hearing 
in support of a new water 
line from Paris to The Eq-
uity agricultural facilities at 
Horace, and then on north 
to serve the City of Chris-
man, took place Monday, 
July 8, at Paris City Hall, in 
advance of the regular Paris 
city council session.

This hearing supported 
Equity’s need to obtain an 
additional water supply if a 
planned expansion of the 
facility is to take place. Cur-
rently the site is supplied by 
two wells on the property.

Mayor Craig Smith read 
the proposed expansion 
plans, which would add ap-
proximately 25 more jobs at 
the site, and result in a $3.5 
million investment in new 
buildings, equipment and 
processes. The development 
of the grain-handling, live-
stock feed production and 
associated services began 
when The Equity acquired 
the assets of the former Co-
shocton Grain at Horace in 
2016.

The next expansion, to be 
serviced by the new water 
supply, plans construction of 
a 22,400-square-foot Agron-

Public hearing for new 
water source at Equity

omy Warehouse and purchase 
of an additional 15.77 acres 
of ground immediately to the 
north of the existing feed mill 
operation.

A public hearing last month 
related to The Equity project 
was about expanding the Ed-
gar County Enterprise Zone, 
which provides certain con-
struction and tax benefits to 
industry.

Another brief council busi-
ness session followed the pub-
lic hearing with only two items 
on the agenda.

The council amended the 
city’s ordinance for liquor li-
censes by reducing the number 
of package liquor sales licenses 
by two. They were formerly 
held by The Kroger Co., which 
closed its Paris supermarket last 
month, and Homer’s Liquors 
on Union street. Homer’s 
closed earlier this year when it 
merged with R. & J. Stores.

The other ordinance 
changed the first alley south of 
Crawford Street between Main 
and Marshall from two-way 
to one-way traffic, with entry 
on Marshall and exit on Main 
Street. 

The next city council meet-
ing is set for 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
July 22 at City Hall, with the 
public invited.

was thrilled to see we were 
opening a brewery downtown.”

Hand is excited to be paint-
ing the mural, but it’s a short-
term job for him as he only has 
a two-week period of availabil-
ity this summer to complete 
the project. The artist isn’t say-
ing much regarding the mural 
except it is about Paris history, 
and he wants it to be surpris-
ing.

“Paris and the history of Par-
is is very important to us,” said 

Braden Chittick/The Prairie Press

Artist Bryan Hand takes a break from sketching the mural he 
is creating for Lot 50 Brewing.

Young. “We just picked up a 
Lincoln collage from Bryan’s 
dad. We have pictures of old 
Edgar county buildings on the 
wall, and the only Edgar coun-
ty history book I know of.” 

Lot 50 is gaining outside 
support to help with the proj-
ect. The city of Paris provide 
money from the hotel/motel 
tax for advertising and pri-
vate individuals have donated 
money to assist in creating the 
mural.

Young credited Orman 
Construction as a major sup-
porter. The construction com-
pany provided scaffolding to 
give Hand a safe platform for 
working. The mural is going on 
a wall over an open stairwell.

Anyone interested in help-
ing support the mural project 
can discuss it with Young by 
calling Church Insurance.   

“For those who do support 
it, we’ll have a special eve-
ning with tastings and tour, 
but even if you don’t give any 
money, come in and watch,” 
said Young. “Really, what we’re 
trying to do is bring people in.”
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Baseball 
has other 
issues

First the players, now 
the ball. Home runs are 
skyrocketing, and once 

again Ma-
jor League 
Baseball 
officials 
claim 
they don’t 
know the 
reason 
why.

Then 
again, it 
might 
be that 

they’re just not looking 
hard enough.

Unlike the players, the 
ball still looks the same. 
Commissioner Rob 
Manfred said it tests much 
the same as before, too, 
though he conceded there 
might be less drag on the 
ball than there was in the 
past.

So why are batters 
teeing off at a rate nearing 
three home runs a game, a 
19 percent increase from a 
year before? Why are hit-
ters on a pace to hit 1,000 
more home runs than the 
Steroids Era high mark of 
5,693 in 2000?

Good question, 
Manfred says, but it’s not 
because anyone juiced the 
ball.

“Manipulation of the 
baseball is a great conspir-
acy theory,” Manfred said 
Tuesday at the All-Star 
Game in Cleveland. 
“How you manipulate 
a human-dominated 
handmade manufacturing 
process in any consistent 
way, it’s a smarter human 
being than I.”

Don’t tell that to pitch-
ers like Justin Verlander, 
who say they can tell 
something is different just 
by how the ball feels in 
their hands. He and a few 
other outspoken pitch-
ers believe the ball has 
been changed, no matter 
how much MLB protests 
otherwise.

And in a game defined 
by numbers, the home run 
numbers certainly suggest 
the same thing.

If you enjoyed the 
Home Run Derby the 
other night, you’ll enjoy 
this MLB season. Every 
night is Home Run Derby, 
it seems, as balls fly out of 
stadiums like they were 
propelled by rocket fuel.

And the suspicion, 
after years of being on the 
players, has now fallen on 
the ball.

It’s an easy target, even 
if other factors are also 
contributing to the surge 
in long balls. Put together 
they’re giving baseball a 
problem in the way the 
game itself is played.

Batters no longer fear 
strike outs or low aver-
ages. They’re concerned 
with uppercut swings and 
launch angles, and don’t 
worry about protecting the 
plate with two strikes.

Pitchers, meanwhile, 
throw harder than ever, 
and are rewarded with 
more strikeouts than ever. 
The flip side is the balls 
that batters do make con-
tact with tend to fly further 
than they have before.

Almost everyone tries 
to hit it deep, no matter 
the situation. There are no 
hit-and-runs, no hitting 

See DAHLBERG, Page 10A

Doc Acklin race set Aug. 31
Horizon Health awards two scholarships in memory of longtime Paris physician, booster
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health recent-
ly awarded two $1,000 Doc 
Acklin Healthcare Scholar-
ships to Brooklyn Westerfield 
and Emilee Roush, outstand-
ing seniors who embody the 
character traits of the late 
physician James Acklin. The 
funds will be used to further 
their education in the medical 
field.

Westerfield will attend the 
University of Illinois at Ur-
bana-Champaign where she 
will major in animal sciences, 
pursing a degree in veterinary 
medicine. 

Roush will attend Saint 
Mary of the Woods where 
she will pursue a degree in 
nursing, with an ultimate goal 
of becoming a nurse practi-
tioner.

The scholarships are fund-
ed through proceeds from 
the annual Doc Acklin Race. 

Horizon Health and Paris 
High School began the pro-
gram in 2016 in memory of 
Acklin, who passed away Aug. 
23, 2015. He retired in 1994 

after 34 years as a family phy-
sician at Paris Community 
Hospital.

Acklin was a respected 
member of the Paris High 

School cross-country team 
that captured an unprece-
dented four consecutive state 
championships from 1946-
49, under the leadership of 
Coach Ernie Eveland. He 
later continued his running 
career in college.

The Paris native married his 
high school sweetheart, Sally, 
returned to his hometown to 
practice medicine. The couple 
raised three children — Jim, 
Bill and Betsy.

Doc and Sally Acklin were 
frequently seen in the bleach-
ers or stands at basketball 
games and other high school 
events. 

Jim Acklin now serves as 
interim superintendent of the 
Chrisman school district.

RACE REGISTRATION
Registration is now open 

for the fourth annual Doc 
Acklin Race Aug. 31 at Paris 
High School 

The event includes a three-
mile race open to the public 
starting at 7:30 a.m. on the 
school’s cross-country course. 
Anyone is welcome to par-
ticipate by running and/or 
walking. 

Following the open race, 
an invitational for local 
cross-country teams begins. 

Registration must be re-
ceived by Aug. 16 to guaran-
tee a shirt. Otherwise, partic-
ipants can sign up for the race 
up to, and including, the day 
of the event at MyHorizon-
Health.org/DocAcklinRace. 

The cost of the open race 
is $10 per person, or partici-
pants can register and receive 
a race T-shirt for $20. 

Those unable to participate 
but still wanting to help by 
donating can do so by filling 
out a registration/donation 
form. All proceeds benefit the 
Horizon Health Doc Acklin 
Scholarship. 

Special to The Prairie Press
The 2019 Doc Acklin Healthcare Scholarships were recently 
awarded. Funds for the scholarships were raised through the 
annual Doc Acklin Race. Pictured, left to right, are Sally Acklin, 
wife of the late Dr. James Acklin; Emilee Roush, scholarship win-
ner; and Jim Acklin, son of Doc Acklin. Not pictured is the other 
scholarship winner Brooklyn Westerfield. 

Referees
prepare 
for more 
replays

BASEBALL RESUMES AFTER MID-SEASON BREAK

Special to The Prairie Press

American League’s Joey Gallo, left, of the Texas Rangers, is congratulated by American League teammate Francisco Lindor, of 
the Cleveland Indians, after Gallo hit a solo home run during the seventh inning of the MLB baseball All-Star Game, Tuesday, 
July 9, 2019, in Cleveland.

Are any big deals looming?
BY JAY COHEN 
AP Sports Writer

CHICAGO (AP) — Francisco Lin-
dor and the Cleveland Indians, looking 
up at Nelson Cruz and the surprising 
Minnesota Twins. Matt Chapman and 
the Oakland Athletics, trying to run 
down José Altuve and the Houston As-
tros. Max Scherzer and the Washing-
ton Nationals, chasing Ronald Acuña 
Jr. and the Atlanta Braves.

Baseball ramps up again this week-
end, and a handful of contenders have 
a lot of work to do.

Five of the majors’ six divisions fea-
ture deficits of at least 5½ games as 
play resumes after the All-Star Game, 
in which the American League beat 
the National League 4-3 Tuesday 
night. Life is pretty good for two icon-
ic franchises, with Cody Bellinger and 
the Los Angeles Dodgers in control of 
the NL West again and Aaron Judge 
and the New York Yankees looking 
down on the rest of the AL East de-
spite a rash of injuries.

“This team is capable of some great 
things,” Yankees pitcher James Paxton 
said. “You’ve got some really talented 
players here, guys with a lot of drive, 
great leadership. We’re set up really 
well to make a good run the second 
half here as well.”

The one exception at the moment 
is the crazy NL Central, where the 
Chicago Cubs have a 4½-game advan-
tage — over last-place Cincinnati. Yup, 
that’s right, it’s just 4½ games from top 
to bottom, with Christian Yelich and 
Milwaukee a half-game back of Javier 

Báez and the inconsistent Cubbies.
“Nobody really wants to run away 

with it,” Cardinals shortstop Paul De-
Jong said. “That gives us confidence as 
a group to think that we can run away 

with it.”
It sets up for some very tough deci-

sions ahead of the trade deadline after 
trade waivers were eliminated in the 

TIM
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See DEALS, Page 10A

Special to The Prairie Press

Chicago Cubs all-star Javier Baez slides into second during the annual Major 
League Baseball All-Star game in Cleveland Tuesday, June 9. Javier and the Cubs 
lead the Central Division of the National League — but only 4.5 games separate 
Chicago from the last place Cincinnati Reds.

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer

PLANO, Texas (AP) 
— Veteran NFL referee 
Tony Corrente was quick 
to make the distinction 
about what changes now 
that pass interference can 
be challenged by coaches 
and reviewed by officials.

“First of all, the rule has 
not changed whatsoever. 
Pass interference is still 
the same rule that we have 
had in the past,” Corrente 
said Friday. “We haven’t 
changed our perspec-
tive toward it, we haven’t 
changed our interpreta-
tions of it whatsoever. It’s 
just the addition of replay.”

The significant differ-
ence, however, is the sub-
jective nature of plays that 
are typically judgment 
calls that can now be re-
viewed, beyond objective 
standards such as wheth-
er a player stepped out of 
bounds or where the ball 
should be marked.

“That’s the new box 
we’ve opened,” said Cor-
rente, going into his 25th 
season as an NFL official 
and 22nd as a referee.

All 122 NFL officials are 
taking part this weekend 
in their annual clinic. The 
gathering comes about 
four months after NFL 
owners approved by a 31-1 
margin to allow pass in-
terference or non-calls to 
be challenged by coaches 
until the final two minutes, 
when officials in the booth 
can then stop the game for 
such reviews.

It is an one-season ex-
periment that could very 
well stick after an egre-
gious missed call in the 
NFC championship game 
in January that cost the 
New Orleans Saints a trip 
to the Super Bowl.

The NFL competition 
committee in May de-
cided against making any 
changes to the new rule 
approved by owners.

“We understand the 
See REPLAY, Page 10A
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Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00
Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)

Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00

**Upcoming July Outings**
Jack McMullen July 13 • Paris Tiger Football July 20

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Hours 
Monday-Friday
8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Saturday-Sunday
7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Paris High School Football with the Paris Youth Football Association are 
having a golf outing together at Eagle Ridge Golf Course in Paris, IL on 
Saturday, July 20th. All proceeds will be split between the two programs.

Registration begins at 12:00 p.m.
Golf begins at 1:00 p.m.
Food will be available at the Oasis

Cost: $65/person ($260/team)
Make checks payable 

to Paris Football

Please RSVP by returning this form to:
Jeremy Clodfelder-Head Football Coach
14040 E. 1200th Rd. • Paris, IL 61944

Registration would be appreciated by 
Monday, July 15th, 2019
However, walk up registration is available

Contact Name: ___________________
Address: _________________________
Phone Number: ___________________

Names of teammates 
(First & Last Names)

________________________________________

________________________________________

Paris Football         Outing
2019

Golf

 

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Cod Fish Sandwich  $3.75

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Fudge Brownie

Specials start Sunday

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Chicken Salad, Chips & Drink  $5.50

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

behind the runner, and the 
bunt is on the disappearing 
list.

And, let’s face it, there are 
still juiced players in Major 
League Baseball. If anyone 
doubts that steroids are still 
not an issue in baseball, look 
no further than the starting 
shortstop for the American 
League All-Star team, Jorge 
Polanco, who sat out half of 
last season after being caught 
taking the steroid Stanozolol.

So it’s not just the ball, 
which Manfred says has been 
studied extensively by ex-
perts who find no difference 
other than a decrease in the 
amount of drag in flight. A 
lot has to do with the way the 
game is being played in the 
analytics era, and the players 
themselves who seem to get 
stronger every year.

Still changing the ball 
might be the easiest way to 
change the perception, at 
least, that home runs are 
killing baseball.

“We just haven’t made a 
decision on that,” Manfred 
said. “Changing the baseball 
is a mechanism by which 
you could manage the way 
the game is being played. We 

haven’t missed that idea. But 
if we were going to do it, we 
would do it in a way that was 
transparent to the media and 
the fans in advance.”

Manfred has a difficult bal-
ancing act in a sport that over 
the years has proven resistant 
to change. And we’re just 
getting to the point where it’s 
obvious to any casual fan that 
the game is different in its 
current form — and not in a 
good way.

Baseball resumes in earnest 
Friday with a lot of issues. 
Attendance is down for the 
second straight year, drop-
ping nearly 500 fans a game 
after being down 4 percent 
the year before, while the 
All-Star Game drew its lowest 
rating ever on TV.

Meanwhile, only one divi-
sion has a heated race, games 
seem to take forever, and the 
cost of taking a family of four 
to the ballpark is prohibitive.

Yes, the ball is part of the 
problem. So many more of 
them are going over fences 
than before that it has to be.

But fixing the ball won’t fix 
everything that ails the game.

(Tim Dahlberg is a national 
sports columnist for The 
Associated Press. Write to him 
at tdahlberg@ap.org or http://
twitter.com/timdahlberg.)
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offseason, meaning no play-
er can be traded after July 
31 through the end of the 
regular season. Players who 
clear outright waivers can 
still be claimed and will be 
eligible for the postseason if 
they are in the organization 
before Sept. 1.

Buying or selling will be 
one tricky call for sever-
al teams, all the way to the 
final days of July. The hard 
deadline also could affect 
the prices for some of the 
top players on the market, 
possibilities like San Fran-
cisco pitchers Madison 
Bumgarner and Will Smith, 
Toronto right-hander Mar-
cus Stroman and Detroit 
lefty Matthew Boyd.

“I know something could 
happen, but I don’t take a 

peek at what people are say-
ing,” Smith said. “There’s 
so much out there, and you 
don’t know what’s true.”

Cleveland could inject 
some drama into the AL 
Central as soon as this 
weekend, when Minnesota 
comes to town for a three-
game series. The Indians hit 
the All-Star break with the 
majors’ longest active win 
streak at six in a row, im-
proving to 21-6 since June 
1 and moving within 5½ 
games of the division-lead-
ing Twins.

“In the beginning it 
seemed like we were good, 
then all of a sudden in May 
we had that stretch where 
we weren’t playing as good 
as we wanted to play,” Lin-
dor said. “But right now, we 
continue to play the game 
right and we’re enjoying it, 
we’re all having fun. We all 
get along, we love each oth-
er, we back each other up. 
We’re having a blast.”

Washington also is having 
some fun again, moving into 
position to shake up the NL 
East after a terrible start to 
the season . Led by a resur-
gent Scherzer, the Nationals 
have won 15 of 19 to pull 
within six games of the divi-
sion-leading Braves.

Washington plays Atlanta 
14 times in the last half of 

the season, including seven 
games in July.

“When we can go out 
there and play our best base-
ball and play mistake-free 
baseball, we’re a tough team 
and we can compete with 
anybody in this league,” 
Scherzer said.

The Nationals have seven 
players with at least 11 hom-
ers, led by Anthony Rendon 
with 20. But everyone is go-
ing deep these days.

Beginning with Thursday 
night’s Astros-Rangers game 
in Arlington, the game’s top 
sluggers resume their assault 
on an array of home run re-
cords. Yelich leads the way 
with 31 so far, putting to-
gether an appropriate encore 
to his NL MVP performance 
a year ago.

The majors are on pace 
for 6,668 homers, which 
would smash the record 
6,105 hit in 2017, and the 
real heat of the summer, 
when hits pick up, is only 
just beginning.

“Guys are working year 
in and year out on their 
swings,” Pittsburgh first 
baseman Josh Bell said 
during the All-Star break. 
“We’re just focused on try-
ing to put a show on for you 
guys.”

The show is on once 
again.

REPLAY
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play that elevated and got us 
to where we are today,” said 
Alberto Riveron, the NFL’s 
senior vice president of offi-
ciating.

But Riveron stressed that 
league officials have been dis-
cussing the possibility of such 
reviews for several years, long 
before the non-call in the 
closing minutes of regulation 
after Saints receiver Tommyl-
ee Lewis was hit by corner-
back Nickell Robey-Coleman 
in a game the Los Angeles 
Rams went on to win in over-
time.

“The competition com-

mittee and ownership is con-
stantly looking at ways to get 
better. We have discussed 
replay before as it pertains 
to other situations. Pass in-
terference, holding, personal 
fouls,” Riveron said. “But we 
do understand a play of this 
magnitude elevated us to the 
point where we are today. But 
again, it’s not new.”

Referee Ron Torbert said 
officials won’t change their 
approach or what they do on 
the field. He said the change 
is just an addition to the list 
of situations that are subject 
to review by instant replay.

“We’ll still do what we’ve 
always done, which is try to 

get every play right,” Torbert 
said.

During the rule’s one-year 
trial this season, coaches 
still can challenge until the 
two-minute warning of each 
half or overtime. A replay 
official would be responsi-
ble for any reviews after that, 
but would need “clear and 
obvious visual evidence” to 
review and overturn poten-
tial pass interference in an 
attempt to avoid too many 
stoppages.

The replay official will have 
only the angles on the tele-
vision broadcast available to 
overturn an on-field decision. 
Pass interference still is de-

fined as an act significantly 
hindering the opportunity to 
make a play on a ball, and all 
pass plays will be subject to 
review.

When there are such re-
views, Torbert and Corrente 
said referees will be part of 
a collaborative effort with 
Riveron and replay officials 
in New York looking at the 
plays. 

The referees can relay why 
an official called pass inter-
ference — or why they didn’t 
throw a flag.

“That collaboration occurs 
with any reviewable play,” 
Torbert said. “Not just pass 
interference.”

Heyward leads Cubs to 4-3 win over Pirates
CHICAGO (AP) — Jason 

Heyward hit a tiebreaking RBI 
single with two out in the eighth 
inning, and the Chicago Cubs 
edged the Pittsburgh Pirates 4-3 
on Friday in their first game af-
ter the All-Star break.

Kris Bryant set up Heyward’s 
winning hit with a one-out walk 
off Jason Crick (3-5). The All-

Star slugger advanced on Vic-
tor Caratini’s two-out walk and 
then hustled home from sec-
ond on Heyward’s crisp oppo-
site-field hit to left, sliding home 
just ahead of the tag attempt by 
catcher Elias Díaz.

Randy Rosario (1-0) the 
fourth of five Cubs relievers, got 
the last out of the eighth for the 

win. Craig Kimbrel pitched a 
perfect ninth for his third save in 
four chances.

NL Central-leading Chicago 
blew a late 3-0 lead before earn-
ing its third win in four games 
in the opener of an important 
nine-game homestand. Yu 
Darvish struck out eight while 
pitching six sparkling innings in 

one of his best starts since sign-
ing with the Cubs before last 
season.

Bryant snapped a scoreless 
tie when he led off the seventh 
with his 18th homer, a drive to 
left off Chris Archer after Melky 
Cabrera had trouble tracking 
his foul fly to right in the after-
noon sun.



(Editor’s note: The following 
article was written by Joel En-
gel of www.bulwark.com, con-
cerning the U.S. women’s soccer 
team’s World Cup triumph. The 
website is a project of the De-
fending Democracy Together 
Institute.)

First, let us congratulate 
you and your teammates on a 
sensational World Cup cham-
pionship. You made us proud.

You know us, right? The 
country you’ve represent-
ed so ably on the pitch? Be-
cause — hope this doesn’t 
sound weird—we’ve kind of 
had some small role in your 
success. No question, you 
worked for what you’ve ac-
complished with the talents 
you were fortunate to be 
blessed with. But never forget 
you that had the opportunity 
to do so. That you’ve made the 
most of those opportunities 
delights us; it’s what we’re all 
about. But we do wonder why 
you’d discount the privilege 
you enjoyed of having had 
those opportunities that are, 
sad to say, deprived to most 
people around the world.

Correct us if we’re wrong. 
But our understanding is that 
most or all of you and your 
teammates came from mid-
dle-class homes (or better) 
and were allowed and en-
couraged to take up organized 
sports at early ages. All (or 
most) of you went to college 
and I’d be surprised if any of 
you paid full-tuition.

This is . . . not the norm 
around the world. It should 
be! But this is a form of priv-
ilege that’s been granted to 
you by dint of your birth and 
we kind of thought that you’d 
(1) be grateful for it, and (2) 
would recognize it for what it 
is and be humble about how 
many of the women you com-
peted against in France did 
not have the same advantages.

Because let’s be honest: If 
you’re a female soccer play-
er, being born in America is 
like winning the lottery. The 
U.S. women’s teams have now 
won four World Cup titles, 
four Olympic gold medals, 
and eight CONCACAF gold 
cups — that’s the kind of 
domination that no national 
team in any country in any 
sport, male or female, has ever 
achieved. Something must be 
going right with America and 
our support of women’s ath-
letics. USA! USA!

So we were kind of con-
fused the other day when you 
explained your refusal to sing 
the National Anthem. We’re 
not quite sure what upsets 
you. “I think for detractors,” 
you said, “I would have them 
look hard into what I’m say-
ing and the actions that I’m 
doing. Maybe you don’t agree 
with every single way that I do 
it, and that can be discussed.”

Well, back atcha. Aren’t we 
entitled to the same benefit of 
the doubt?

Let’s discuss whether 
there’s a country that has 
made more progress on virtu-
ally every human rights front 
in little more than a genera-
tion? In fact, let’s discuss how 
some countries are actual-
ly going backwards. Surely 
you’ve noticed that France 
and Germany and the UK and 
much of the rest of the world 
are trying to criminalize the 
kind of speech rights you’re 
now famous for exercising.

“I know that I’m not per-
fect,” you said, “but I think 
that I stand for honesty and 
for truth and for wanting to 
have the conversation and 
for looking at the country 
honestly. I think this country 
was founded on a lot of great 
ideals, but it was also found-
ed on slavery. And I think we 
just need to be really honest 
about that and be really open 
in talking about that so we can 
reconcile that and hopefully 
move forward and make this 
country better for everyone.”

What we hear you saying is, 
we should look past your im-
perfections and focus on your 
intentions. Okay, well, again, 
back atcha. Right there in the 
preamble to our Constitution 
it says, “in order to form a 
more perfect union…”

You see? “More perfect” 
expressly states that we’re a 
work in progress. And aren’t 
we all! And we have this Con-
stitution — the oldest in the 
world — that allows for every 
generation to amend what 
was originally set down and 
try to make “this country bet-

ter for everyone.”
There’ve been 17 Amend-

ments added to the original 
10. True, not all of them have 
made things better. The 16th, 
17th, and 18th were giant 
mistakes that backfired spec-
tacularly (though fortunately 
the 18th was repealed). But 
all were passed with the inten-
tion of making things better: 
for example, the abolition of 
slavery, women’s suffrage, and 
limiting presidents to two 
terms.

So if we’re going to “be re-
ally honest” about slavery and 
“hopefully move forward,” 
you might acknowledge that 
chattel slavery ended more 
than 150 years ago. It was a 
legacy of our colonial master, 
England, which at the time 
practiced slavery in every one 
of its colonies and territories, 
and had for over a century, be-
fore the American Revolution 
was a glint in the Founding 
Fathers’ eyes.

Read the accounts of the 
Constitutional Convention 
to see how fiercely slavery was 
debated. Yes, it would’ve been 
wonderful if the antislavery 
voices had prevailed. But 
keep in mind that if slavery 
had been disallowed from the 
beginning, about half of the 
original 13 colonies wouldn’t 
have joined the “united” 
states. Then what? Then no 
United States. The fact that it 
was a primary topic of discus-
sion and argumentation at a 
time when slavery existed on 
every populated continent 
and had since the beginning 
of time was a moral victory 
without precedent in history.

Here’s the progressive his-
torian Sean Wilentz, from his 
book “No Property in Man: 
Slavery and Antislavery at 
the Nation’s Founding”: [A]
lthough the framers agreed 
to compromises over slav-
ery that blunted antislavery 
hopes and augmented the 
slaveholders’ power, they also 
deliberately excluded any vali-
dation of property in man.”

This exclusion, insisted 
upon by a majority of the 
delegates, was of profound 
and fateful importance. It 
rendered slavery solely a cre-
ation of state laws. It there-
by opened the prospect of a 
United States free of slavery 
— a prospect some delegates 
deeply desired and many 
more believed was coming to 
pass. Above all, it left room for 
the new federal government 
to hinder slavery’s expansion, 
something which, after the 
Constitution’s ratification, 
slavery’s opponents struggled 
to achieve.

Kind of amazing, no? 
Imagine the guts it took for 
the Founders to force this 
exclusion at a moment when 
it threatened to derail the en-
tire creation of the country. 
Again: USA! USA!

About 20 years later, the 
importation of slaves was 
prohibited, and a few decades 
later, 2 percent of the coun-
try’s population (4 percent 
of men) died fighting a civil 
war to end slavery. No other 
country did that. Have there 
been racial issues and preju-
dice since then? Absolutely. 
There’s not a mixed-racial 
society on Earth that doesn’t 
suffer issues like that, and 
ours are compounded by the 
lingering hangover from both 
slavery and Jim Crow. But has 
there been astounding prog-
ress, in law and hearts and 
minds? The answer is an un-
qualified yes. You can want to 
improve things more without 
misunderstanding the amaz-
ing scope of progress we’ve 
already made together.

Frankly, we don’t really care 
if you sing the National An-

them or stand there like Han 
Solo in carbonite. Either one 
is your right. This isn’t North 
Korea, where citizens fear 
they’ll be tortured or killed if 
they stop applauding Fearless 
Leader. This is in itself an-
other point in our favor. But 
whatever.

But we do have a question:
Did you notice how loud-

ly and enthusiastically the 
French players and specta-
tors in that jammed stadium 
sang their national anthem, 
“La Marseillaise,” before your 
quarterfinal match against 
France? These people adore 
their anthem. No matter 
where or when it’s played, 
they stand up straighter, sing 
at the top of their lungs, and 
frequently hold back tears — 
like that scene in “Casablan-
ca.” Sometimes the French 
just burst into singing the an-
them while waiting for a train. 
And French coaches don’t 
seem to have much problem 
getting a plane of French cit-
izens to sing along.

Now for the record: We 
love France. We do. Without 
France, we might very well 
not be here. And, without us, 
neither would France. But it 
must be said that France is . . 
. not perfect, either. They have 
had historical problems with 
how they treat immigrants. 
And racism. There’s rising 
anti-Semitism. And France 
hasn’t exactly achieved egalité 
in women’s rights, either.

Compared with that, 
America looks pretty good, 
no? If you’d been French, 
would you have sung their na-
tional anthem? We sure hope 
not.

If you don’t speak French, 
you might hear the tune and 
think “La Marseillaise” is the 
best drinking song on the 
planet. But it’s actually the 
most martial of all the nation-
al anthems and has been since 

it was written during a period 
in the bloody French Revolu-
tion when France was flinging 
itself into wars against other 
European powers — in this 
case, before France attacked 
Austria.

Take a listen:
“Let’s go children of the fa-

therland,
The day of glory has ar-

rived!
Against us tyranny’s
Bloody flag is raised
In the countryside, do you 

hear
The roaring of these fierce 

soldiers?
They come right to our 

arms
To slit the throats of our 

sons, our friends!
To arms, citizens!
Form your battalions!
Let’s march! Let’s march!
May impure blood
Water our fields!”
Makes the “Star Spangled 

Banner” look pretty admira-
ble, actually.

As you saw, several mem-
bers of the French team you 
played against were young 
women of color. Their fam-
ilies had come from former 
French colonies in Africa like 
Senegal, Morocco, Tunisia, 
and Cameroon. Repeat: for-
mer colonies. Meaning coun-
tries that France, competing 
with other European powers, 
fought over and occupied 
for centuries in order to steal 
their natural resources and 
enslave their people. We nev-
er did that.

It wasn’t all that long ago, 
probably during your parents’ 
lives, that the last of those Af-
rican colonies were granted 
their freedom from France. 
Only after a war. And beau-
coup de problèmes remain. 
In fact, many of these young 
women grew up in what the 
French call les banlieus, es-
sentially suburban slums 

inhabited mostly by immi-
grants with little hope of be-
ing accepted as fully French 
and only slightly more hope 
of a better future — unless, 
of course, they played soccer 
and showed French football 
officials they could be useful. 
Yet they sang as loudly and 
passionately as everyone else; 
same with the young men on 
the French U-20 team, many 
of whom have colonial heri-
tage.

By contrast, our national 
anthem was inspired by see-
ing a flag still flying over a fort 
that had been attacked by the 
British in 1814, soon after 
they’d invaded Washington 
and burned the White House, 
the Capitol, and other build-
ings and before attacking 
Fort McHenry in Baltimore. 
The siege lasted a full day 
and night, but in the morning 
the American soldiers who’d 
withstood the barrage raised 
a large flag—as Francis Scott 
Key saw with his own eyes 
from a boat in Baltimore Har-
bor. Not for nothing was the 
War of 1812 nicknamed “The 
Second American Revolu-
tion.” (By the way, the lyrics 
Key wrote were paired with a 
tune that really was a popular 
drinking song.)

You’re probably too young 
to remember a term that used 
to be thrown about wherev-
er Americans traveled after 
World War II: “The Ugly 
American.” It was a pejorative 
that referred to, as Wikipe-
dia puts it, “loud, arrogant, 
demeaning, thoughtless, ig-
norant, and ethnocentric be-
havior of American citizens.” 
Given that “USA” is on your 
jersey, we were embarrassed 
to hear that sentiment direct-
ed at you and the team, begin-
ning with your 13-0 slaughter 
of Thailand in the first Cup 
game, when Team USA cele-
brated each goal as if it were 
the Cup clincher, and cre-
scendoed when Alex Morgan 
mimed drinking a cup of tea 
after scoring against England.

“Wah-wah-wah,” you said 
sarcastically, insisting that 
men aren’t criticized for simi-
lar displays of grandiosity and 
unsportsmanship.

As it happens, you’re right 
about that. Which explains 
why our national pastime is 
baseball, not football or bas-
ketball (or, for that matter, 
soccer). In baseball, guys 
make plays that defy the laws 
of physics, but baseball’s cul-
ture is nonchalance, so play-
ers pretend it was no big deal; 
that it’s what they’re being 
paid for; that they’ve done it 
before and will do it again.

Sure, back in the dugout, 

their teammates will go a little 
crazy and maybe push them 
onto the field for a reluctant, 
and quick, curtain call if the 
fans demand it. But they 
don’t perform for the crowd 
because the unwritten rule 
is: Never show up the other 
team. Those who do can ex-
pect a little chin music next 
time they come to the plate.

In football, it seems like 
every sack, or tackle, or first 
down, or reception produces 
a celebration or an arms-wide 
“I did it” for the crowd. Same 
with dunks and three-point-
ers in basketball. Kind of like 
what you did after scoring the 
first goal in the championship 
game and running to the cor-
ner of the pitch.

But isn’t this . . . not good? 
Isn’t it the kind of behavior we 
should be trying to discour-
age in athletes? Because when 
you respect the other team, 
you respect the game.

The idea of athletics is to try 
to live up to our highest ide-
als. Not revel in living down 
to the debased standards of 
others.

Besides — not to put too 
fine a point on it—but it’s a re-
ally bad look given your enor-
mous privilege. Thailand’s per 
capita GDP is 1/9 of Ameri-
ca’s. They went through a mil-
itary coup in 2014. When you 
go crazy after scoring the 8th 
goal against those women you 
maybe look like Cobra Kai. 
Nobody roots for Cobra Kai.

All right, Megan, we’ll let 
you go enjoy the fruits of 
your victory. You’ve earned 
your place in the Pantheon, 
and we hope you’ll use it 
constructively. As someone 
who’s been so blessed and so 
privileged, please encourage 
other young women to take 
advantage of their opportu-
nities in this country that are 
unparalleled anywhere else in 
the world, and urge them to 
work hard for what they want, 
just as you did.

And as a P.S., I’d also ask 
you to indulge me by listening 
to Whitney Houston’s version 
of the National Anthem. It’s a 
game changer.

Love always,
The United States of 

America
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

An Open Letter to Megan Rapinoe, from America

Special to The Prairie Press

Megan Rapinoe of the U.S. Women’s Soccer team, celebrates the team’s World Cup victory in 
France last weekend.

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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SATURDAY, JULY 20
10:00 am..............................................Open Meat Goat Show

12:00 pm.....Open Pleasure Horse Show or 30 minutes after
4-H Show

8:00 pm.......Pfreak Show Band/aka PS Dump Your Boyfriend 
& Beer Tent

SUNDAY, JULY 21
10:00 am.......................................Open Steer & Heifer Show
7:00 pm.............................Edgar County Fair Queen Pageant

MONDAY, JULY 22
1:00 pm...........................................................Harness Racing
7:00 pm...............................................Grand Ole Talent Show

TUESDAY, JULY 23
7:00 pm....................................................Barnyard Scramble
Democrat Day
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24
7:00 pm......................................Extreme Roughstock Rodeo
Republican Day
Merchant Day
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 All rides $1 each

Beer tent will be available on the grounds.
 Tent opens at 5pm and must be 21 or older to enter!

Saturday, July 20th

Show starts at 8 p.m.
Edgar County Fair Grounds • $5 Admission

Sponsored in part by Prospect Bank

www.martinxtremeracing.com
Contact - Adam Martin

616-318-2694
For Class Information

www.edgarcountyfair.com
Contact - Kyle Kenney

217-822-5953
Grounds and Admissions Questions

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Riders under 18 MUST have a parent or legal 
guardian present or a notarized letter of permission.

SPORT MONEY CLASSES
65cc  7-11 Advance
Super Mini     12-15
85cc  12-15 Expert
Quad A
Quad B
Lites Junior  12-16
Lites A
Open A

Lites B
Open B
+25
+30
+40
Open 2-stroke
14-24
Open Quad

50cc   4-6 Beginner
50cc   7-8 Beginner
50cc   Junior 4-8
50cc   Senior 4-8
65cc   7-9 Beginner
85cc   7-11 Junior
Trail   4-11
Trail   12-15
Wow   4-11
Wow   12-up

Lites C
Open C
Quad 50   4-7
Quad 90   8-13
200 Blaster
Quad C
Mini Open Quad
Open Mini 60cc-85cc
Quad 50 mod 4-7
Quad 90 mod 8-13

TROPHY CLASSES

June 25 - 7:00 p.m. Sign up...3:00, Practice... 5:00, Race... 7:00

Cost $25 Per Class
Guaranteed pro purse!!!
We have both money classes and trophy classes.

All ages, All bikes, All quads...
Anyone can sign up!!!...
Local riders welcome

THURSDAY, JULY 25
7:00 pm.........................Martin Extreme Racing - Motorcross
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

FRIDAY, JULY 26
6:30 pm....................................................Truck & Tractor Pull
Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds
 Arm band day - 6:00-10:00 pm,  $20.00 for all rides

SATURDAY, JULY 27
8:30 am...........................................Llama Show - ALSA Show

11:00 am.............................Open Hog Show - 4-H Show Ring

6:00 pm.........................................Demolition Derby - Limited
Weld/Midsize/Compacts/Minivans/Mini Truck & SUV

Swyear Amusements and Rides on grounds

 Arm band day - 1:00-5:00 pm, $15.00 for all rides

 6:00 pm till closing - Regular price

Edgar Co. FA I R

FREE ADMISSION TO THE 
GROUNDS ALL WEEK!

www.edgarcountyfair.com

158th
 



NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

It’s been exciting six weeks and 
particularly fulfilling to watch the 
second musical production of 

“Mamma Mia” 
come together with 
the Paris Communi-
ty Theater. Opening 
night was exciting 
and we expect noth-
ing less in the next 
two performances 
at 7 p.m. today and 

2 p.m. Sunday.
It continues to 

amaze me at the level 
of talent in not only 

Paris but Chrisman and other areas 
of East Central Illinois. The 40-some 
members of the cast will — in my 
opinion — knock your socks off if 
you take the time to attend the final 
two performances. You won’t be dis-
appointed.

At my age, I tend to be reflective of 
what I see going on around me in the 
fine arts community. Dave Kirsch, 
who succeeded me as the Paris High 
School drama director, was in the 
same frame of mind this week when 
we had a few minutes to sit and talk 
during a break in rehearsals.

Dave and I both understand the 
challenges of building a stage in the 
middle of Ernie Eveland Gym, light-
ing it the best we could, stringing 
cables to hold makeshift curtains 
and crossing our fingers the micro-
phones would work. 

Dave and I each had similar re-
actions standing on the stage of the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts for the first 
time. My brother, Sam, took me to 
the unfinished facility on one of my 
trips back to Paris before I relocat-
ed here. The seats weren’t installed 
and the stage was unfinished, but as 
I stood looking around, I got weepy. 
Dave felt exactly the same way, not-
ing, “What we went through to get 
it done.”

As much as I love the PCOFA 
facility, the Paris Summer Theater 
company would not have been pos-
sible unless those of us who directed 
PHS students — including Daryl 
VanLandingham and Dan Lynch 
— had put in the hours to give our 
children the experience on the stage.

Why do I say that?
This weekend’s director of “Mam-

ma Mia,” Stuart Metcalf, was in my 

first musical production as the high 
school director. Stuart played John 
in “Peter Pan.” He came to audi-
tions because a friend suggested he 
try out. He went on to play Emile 
de Becque in “South Pacific” and 
“Curly” in “Oklahoma.” He studied 
drama and graduated from Tulane 
University. He has worked profes-
sionally in the theater since that 
time either onstage or backstage.

It was Stuart, Tanner Laughlin 
and I who sat in the Metcalf house 
on East Court Street and put togeth-
er the Paris Community Theater. 
We had talked about it the year be-
fore but just couldn’t bring every-
thing together. We were able to do 
so in 2018. The first production of 
“Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat,” was a smashing 
success, followed by “Backwards 
Broadway” in October.

This year there will be three pro-
ductions — this weekend’s musi-
cal, a cabaret show in October and 
a children’s theater production 
“Willie Wonka Jr.” in August. We’re 
talking about other possibilities in 
the future.

This year, we were joined by Jen-
nie Hughes, a professional actor, 
choreographer and director from 
New York City. She was hired after 
Stuart placed an ad in Backstage, 
rented audition space and then se-
lected Jennie for our Illinois adven-
ture. 

Tanner has provided quality en-
tertainment to our community for 

several years. His Christmas show is 
always sold out. Since he took over 
the PHS drama program, it has flour-
ished and grown. His partnership 
with Crestwood vocal director Agnes 
Wright has provided most of the ju-
nior high students at that school their 
first taste of stepping on a stage.

I’m pretty proud of my Mayo 
Middle School drama students, too. 
We’ve successfully presented “Alla-
din Jr.,” “Beauty and the Beast Jr.,” 
and, most recently, “Shrek Jr.”

I guess in my own roundabout 
way, I’m trying to say is the Paris 
Community Theater is made possi-
ble because Stuart, Tanner and all 
the others who have participated in 
this production or any other have 
made it possible. They took a leap of 
faith and trust and made it happen.

Local support for Paris Summer 
Theater — from our sponsors, the 
City of Paris, Cody Keys Trucking 
— and many others have helped 
make this all possible. I’m confident 
there aren’t many communities the 
size of Paris that boast not only the 
facility like the PCOFA but the sup-
port for the fine arts.

One last thing. We’re always 
looking for more participants. So 
Scott Blair, Cole McCulloch, Dandi 
Pruiett, Cliff Macke, Cheryl Funk-
houser, Eric Anders and anyone else 
who we know should be part of our 
group — we’re coming for you.

(Nancy Zeman is the publisher and 
part-owner of The Prairie Press. Email 
her at nzeman@prairiepress.net.)
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A visit to Maple Ridge 
Cemetery in Carmi reveals 
a preponderance of German 

names, like 
Phectig, 
Hubele, 
Lichten-
berger, Kuhl 
and many 
others bur-
ied in the 
cemetery. 
There was a 
great migra-
tion in the 

mid-1800s to the Midwest. 
Illinois received its share. 
White County, where Carmi 
nestles as the county seat, was 
one of the magnets.

A short drive north that 
requires about five minutes 
of time is another cemetery. 
It’s small in size and sets atop 
one of several hills. Next to it 
is Burrell Park, a very scenic 
picnic and playground area.  
Over the years many Carmi 
residents and visitors have 
enjoyed picnics and family 
reunions there.

Quite often, after everyone 
consumes the food, the older 
folks sit back, relax and recall 
old times. This activity bores 
children, so they traditionally 
go exploring. A favorite trip 
they rarely miss is to climb a 
steep, grassy hill, which places 
them in the small aforemen-
tioned graveyard.  

Kids never fail to return 
down the hill buzzing with 
excitement. Little ones are 
scared half to death, some 
even crying. The older ones, 
including many parents with 
gray hair, firmly believe one of 
the graves is haunted. Suppos-
edly, by pressing an ear to the 
back of the tombstone, one 
can hear the buried person’s 
heartbeat.  

An acquaintance of mine, 
named Ken, tells me he was a 
kid during the ’60s.

“I had the privilege of 
climbing that hill several 
times. I remember the tomb-
stone in question. It was newer 
than the others, and some-
what larger. As I recall, the 
name engraved was something 
like Christena Trillenberger. 

“According to the most 
credible story, she died as a 
teen. Her parents said she 
asked to stay home from 
church one Sunday. Said 
she complained of a head-
ache. Said when the parents 
returned from services, they 
couldn’t revive her. Now, the 
undertaker in those days was 
old and reputedly imbibed on 
a bottle of bourbon at times. 

“People have long believed 
that he assumed Christena 
was dead when she actually 
lay in a deep coma. A drunk 
undertaker could easily forget 
to embalm the corpse. This 
explains the heartbeat. She 
was buried alive.”

There’s more to the story. 
My friend says he never placed 
his ear to the stone when a 
little tyke.  Older kids pushed 
him back. When they heard 
the heartbeat, they became 

Kids love a 
cemetery

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Over a 40-year-period, I 
wrote roughly 4,000 columns. 
My objective was unpredict-
ability. Love 
me one day 
and hate me 
the next, but 
read me. In 
that respect, 
I was rather 
successful.

The 
mayor 
summoned 
me on one 
occasion af-
ter I wrote a column revealing 
the fire chief, who was on sick 
leave due to problems with his 
heart, was working as a state 
fire marshal.

The publisher, the editor 
and I went over to city hall 
to talk to the mayor. We sat 
around his desk and listened 
to him vent. A fine rage, it was 
from a man known for his 
short temper and good humor.

“You think you are a big fish 
in a small pond,” he growled, 
“but you are a small fish in a 
big pond.” Not being particu-
larly creative when it came to 
crafting memorable phrases, I 
suspect he appropriated it.

Clearly, it was not Shake-
spearean, but its delivery 
rivaled King Lear’s rage against 
the storm. The mayor deliv-
ered it with his cigar clenched 
between his teeth.

And a fine set of teeth he 
had. He was a dentist by trade. 

Of course, my publisher 
and editor took offense at 
the tirade, throwing off a few 
angry words of their own. 
But, compared to the mayor’s 
performance, they sounded 
like Walter Mitty.

On another occasion, the 
president of the country club 
came stomping into the office 
in high dudgeon. “Where is 
that s--of a b---h Harry Reyn-
olds?” he shouted. The SOB, 
sitting at his desk typing a 
column, asked: “Are you talkin’ 
(Robert De Niro-like) to me?”

We went at it for a couple 
of minutes until the publisher, 
who was in his office, emerged. 
He took the country club’s 
big cheese into his office in an 
effort to lower the thermostat.

The president thought 
he was justified in using his, 
apparently, deep reservoir of 
profanity.

The issue at hand was 
$75,000. It seems the county 
board agreed, by an 8-4 vote, 
to have a tunnel dug under a 
road linking the front nine to 
the back nine of the club’s golf 
course - at taxpayers’ expense.

In the wake of that vote, 
I wrote a column attacking 
the action and included the 
phone numbers of the board. 
The next day, the board met 
and voted 12-0 against the 
proposal.

The folks at the country 
club were so angry they 
refused a proposal to install 
stop signs so they could safely 
cross the road to the other half 
of the course. These days, they 

Making 
folks mad 

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

We just passed the 4th of 
July so back-to-school displays 
are coming out. 

One item not to be found 
was once the ultimate geek 
accessory. Better than a pocket 
protector, it was a two-inch 
wide plastic slide rule. Other 
than a garage sale find, slide 
rules are no longer available 
because the last slide rule was 
manufactured July 11, 1976. 

Pre-calculator America 
landed a man on the moon 
through the work of armies of 
slide rule carrying engineers. 
The slide rule was based on 
logarithms.

Solving math problems in-
volving more complexity than 
simple addition has always 
been a challenge. Building 
the Great Wall, surveying the 
base of the Great Pyramid 
or finding the slope needed 
for the Roman Aqueducts 
were challenges solved using 
logarithms. 

Logs are used to make large 
numbers manageable like 
in astronomy. They simplify 
calculations through the use 

of lookup tables. Before calcu-
lators ubiquitous Archimedes 
used them to estimate the 
grains of sand in the universe. 
He was one of the first to 
make the connection between 
a pattern, which blows up 
in an exponential curve and 
relating it to a simple linear 
slope to make it easier to 
analyze. This gets to the core 
of what a logarithm really is. 

Logarithms are powers of 
a base number. For example, 
using base 2 the pattern is 2, 4, 
8, 16, 32 with each term being 
2 raised to a power. Base 2 
raised to the 8th power is 256 
so the logarithm base 2 of 256 
is then 8.

We use a base 10 number 
system and therefore use 
base10 for common logs. To 
say log (1000) = 3 means that 
10 raised to the 3rd power 
equals 1,000. For a specific 
example if 10 is raised to the 
0.301 power, it equals 2 and if 
10 is raised to the 0.845 power 
it equals 7. Adding those two 
powers gives 1.146. Apply the 
added powers to base10 and 

the answer is 14. 
That is the same as multiply-

ing 2 and 7. The savings comes 
when working with huge num-

bers and 
trig values 
by turning 
multipli-
cation into 
addition or 
division 
into sub-
tractions 
and then 
converting 
it back.

A Scotsman named John 
Napier formalized the process 
in 1520. He spent 20 years 
working out tables of loga-
rithms by hand. These tables 
were once at the end of every 
math textbook. They were the 
bible for complex computa-
tion. 

Napier started on a mechan-
ical calculator and it was per-
fected by Edmund Guntern in 
1624. A ruler has inch marks 
equal distance apart. The slide 
rule has marks spaced out by 
logarithm. By sliding two rules 

back and forth then reading 
the result back allows rapid 
complex computations. It was 
fast, easy and accurate enough 
for engineering. 

Isaac Newton was a contem-
porary of Napier and Gunt-
ern. Working at Cambridge, 
Newton used a slide rule for 
computations and published 
his Principia 1675 with laws 
of motion, solving gravity 
and proving Kepler’s Laws of 
planetary motion. Napoleon’s 
commanders used one to 
target artillery giving him a 
military advantage. 

Since the 1980s calculations 
are done with calculators and 
computers. Log tables have 
been removed from text-
books and we no longer teach 
interpolation of tables, but 
logarithm concept still has a 
strong hold in science and our 
vocabulary. They are used for 
many measurement scales.

We measure sound in 
decibels, star brightness by 
magnitude, soil acidity by pH, 
and earthquakes on a Richter 
scale. They’re all log scales. 

They scale expanding curves 
back to a linear slope for easy 
comparison. 

The human ear is sensitive 
to a wide range of sound 
pressure waves. We measure 
with a scale ranging from 10 
in a sound proof room to 120 
for an exploding firework. The 
firework explosion is really 
a trillion times more power-
ful. Each step increases by a 
factor of 10 explaining why 
long exposure to sounds over 
80 decibels leads to hearing 
damage.

A farmer trying to raise soil 
pH by spreading limestone 
will have 100 times more acid 
to neutralize when the pH is 
four compared to a pH of six. 
Every step down is 10 times 
more acidic. 

Over the holiday weekend 
we witnessed a perfect exam-
ple. Earthquakes are measured 
on a Richter Scale. The scale 
is a magnitude comparison 
where each step again increas-
es by a factor of 10. The July 4 
Ridgecrest, Calif., earthquake 
was a 6.4 magnitude temblor. 

It was the largest quake in 20 
years and about the same as in 
1989 when a 6.9 shocked San 
Francisco during rush hour, 
just before the third game of 
the World Series.

The 6.4 was large but a day 
later Ridgecrest was hit by an 
even bigger 7.1 aftershock. The 
famous 1906 San Francisco 
event rated 7.9 on the Richter 
Scale. It’s a log scale increasing 
by 10 for every step. 

To compare, the second 
quake was 7.1 minus 6.4 or 0.7 
steps bigger. Working back-
ward 10 raised to the 0.7 pow-
er means the July 5 quake was 
five times bigger. The 2011 
quake in Japan destroying a 
nuclear power plant was a 9.0, 
or was 400 times bigger than 
the 7.1 event in California. 

The factor of 10 increase 
measures how wide the 
seismography needle swings. 
The energy increase is 32 for 
every integer. A 6.0 quake 
equals the power of 6 kilotons 
of TNT where a 9.0 equals a 
100-megaton nuclear bomb. 

Logarithms measure incomprehensible force, simple beauty

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Presenting: Mamma Mia!

See CODGER, Page 9B

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

The Paris Community Theater is presenting its second musical this weekend, “Mamma Mia.” Leading the cast are, from 
left, Melanie Clark, Christian Landes, Erin Hutchison, Tanner Laughlin, Michelle Jacobs and Aaron Rhoads. The produc-
tion is scheduled at 7 p.m. today and 2 p.m. Sunday.

NANCY 
ZEMAN
LIVING IN EDGAR 
COUNTY

Tom Lisella/Special to The Prairie Press

Christiana Marlowe (Sophia) receives some fatherly advice from Tanner 
Laughlin (Sam) in the Paris Community Theater’s second production, “Mamma 
Mia.” The musical is one of three productions planned in 2019 by the company.

See SULLIVAN, Page 2B

BREAK A LEG AND SHAKE A LEG
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dodge and weave.
There was an incident in 

the early 1970s when I wrote 
a column critical of the state 
attorney’s effort to send every 
pothead in the county to pris-
on. I learned later he was moti-

vated by “Reefer Madness.”
He rang me up the follow-

ing morning. “Reynolds, you 
are a snake in the grass,” he 
yelled.

Sometimes, even your 
friends can be critical. In any 
case, my wife still hates him, 
even though his current resi-
dence is a grave.

The largest quake ever record-
ed was a 9.5 in Chile. A 10.0 
requires a 3,000-mile long 
fault breaking and moving 200 
feet forward to release that 
much stored energy.

Nature is full of loga-
rithms, for example the 
spiral coils in a snail’s shell. 
Mathematicians love the 
symmetry and beauty of the 
geometric increasing scale. 

We no longer see students 
carrying slide rules, which 
were replaced by calculators. 
Some will remember the 

1970s Texas Instrument 
SR11 model with SR repre-
senting slide rule. 

The venerable TI-83/84 
models came out in 1996 
and are still seen on back-
to-school displays. They 
haven’t changed for 20 years 
and continue to sell for 
more than $100. Texas In-
struments has a lock on the 
market because it still leads 
the short list of calculators 
students can use to take the 
ACT or SAT test. 

Scientific calculators do 
use logarithm algorithms 
for scientific calculations, 
primarily using base-2 

rather than 10 because the 
electronics and program-
ming are simpler. To borrow 
from Meghan Trainor – it’s 
all about that base.  

Analyzing a highway 
cloverleaf, or the seeds in a 
flower head, no matter what 
base is used, math remains 
the same. 

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curricu-
lum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us)

DLO Wizard of Oz auditions
DANVILLE — DLO Mu-

sical Theatre is holding open 
auditions July 29-31 for roles 
in the upcoming show, “The 
Wizard of Oz.” 

Performances are Oct. 
25-27, in the Dick Van Dyke 
Auditorium at Danville High 
School.  

Auditions are 6 - 9 p.m., 
each day at the Center Stage 
Rehearsal Hall at The Village 
Mall. Those auditioning need 
only attend one session, and 
callbacks, if needed, are Thurs-
day, Aug.1.

Auditions are open to ac-
tors of all ages and experience, 
with specific desired age rang-

es and vocal ranges identified 
for some characters. A script is 
available for review at the front 
desk of the Danville Public 
Library, and character descrip-
tions can be found at dlomusi-
caltheatre.com, or on the DLO 
Musical Theatre Facebook 
page.

Those auditioning should 
choose a song that best 
demonstrates vocal ability. 
The selection does not have to 
be from this particular show. 
Please bring sheet music for 
the piano accompanist. Each 
actor will sing about 40 to 
60 seconds for the audition. 
Each individual will also read 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

On Saturday, June 29, the 
Sycamore Model A club of 
Terre Haute traveled to Paris. 
There were seven cars and 14 
people in the group. The first 
stop was Charlie Glick’s cars 
and his memorabilia. Lunch 
was at Main Street Café in Par-
is. The club members also trav-
eled to L & A Family Farms to 
view their egg operation. 

Sycamore Model A club visits Paris

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met Tues-
day, July 9, with 16 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Kelly Tinsman, Judy Fer-
ris and Janice Stevens, TOPS 
weekly losers; Carmen Minge, 
KOPS weekly loser; Mary 
Ruth Clark, KOPS drawing 
winner; Myndy Wooten, won 
the marble game; Sharon Phil-
lips, top walker; and Janice Ste-
ven, top exerciser.

The club also elected of-
ficers: Verna Smith, leader; 
Killy Tinsman, co-leader; Sha-
ron Phillips, treasurer; Mar-
cy Heminger, secretary; and 
Jayne Peters, assistant weight 
recorder. 

MILESTONES

Good celebrates 98th birthday
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Edgar County native Alva 
Good is celebrating his 98th 
birthday July 23.

Born in Paris in 1921, Good 
came of age during the Great 
Depression and World War II. 
He was drafted into the Army 
and volunteered for paratroop-
er duty. 

His first combat experience 
was during the Battle of the 
Bulge when the 17th Airborne 
was trucked in as reinforce-

ments for American ground 
troops repelling the German 
attack. 

Good’s next mission came 
March 24, 1945, when the 
17th jumped into Nazi Germa-
ny near the Rhine River. 

He returned to Edgar Coun-
ty after the war, raised a family 
and worked as a farm laborer 
until his retirement. 

Cards and greetings may 
be sent to him at Brookstone 
Estates, 146 Brookstone Lane, 
#14, Paris, Il. 61944.

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, engagement, wedding or birth for free: 
email nzeman@prairiepress.net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 

Koehlers’ mark 65th anniversary
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Margaret and Paul Koehler, 
formerly of Paris, and now of 
Decatur, celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary May 2.

They are both in their 90s 
and were members of the First 
Presbyterian Church when 
they lived in Paris. He worked 
for the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, and she was a 
beautician. 

The couple has three daugh-
ters: Brenda (Mike) Delaney 
of Decatur, Diana Vestal of 
Springfield and Alice (Dennis) 
Myers of Eureka. The grand-
children are: Shanon, Jennifer, 
Steven and Bethany, Stacy and 
Kevin, Kristin and Ben, Bret 
and Natalie and Derek. They 
also have three great-grandchil-
dren: Lucy, Sam and Aurora

Mr. and Mrs. Koehler are 
residents of an assisted living 
home and cards may be sent to 
them at: 1415 W Mound Rd, # 
305, Decatur IL, 62526

Special to The Prairie Press

Margaret and Paul Koehler are joined by their three daughters 
Brenda Delaney, Alice Myers and Diana Vestal in celebrating 
their 65th wedding anniversary. The Koehlers were long time 
residents of Paris but now make their home in an assisted living 
community at Decatur.

TOPS meet

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Mornings 5–9
Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!

GREATEST HITS of the
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s

You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Win VIP tickets to see the
BACKSTREET BOYS
plus $500! Register to

win at wmmcradio.com

Find us on Facebook!

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

Specials
Wed 07/17 :
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 07/19:

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

Roast beef,
mashed potatoes 
w/gravy, garden 

salad & roll

Thur 07/18:
Spaghetti w/
meat sauce,
7-layer salad
& garlic toast

Visit the second location of 

The House of Florence 
proudly located in Hidden Garden. 

FarmersFarmers
Considering retiring, downsizing, or 

changing careers? 
We are a centennial family farm looking to 

expand so the 4th generation can start 
farming. If you farm in East Central Illinois 

and want to help a young farmer get  
started farming, we would like to talk to you.

Contact
Phone: (217) 791-0185

Email: jacobadams2013.ja@gmail.com

scenes from the script and 
may participate in a group 
dance audition, depending 
on the role.

Rehearsals are usually 
Sunday afternoons as well 
as Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings, subject to change. 
Those auditioning must 
provide a list of potential 
conflicts for scheduling 
purposes.

This DLO production 
is the first show of its 65th 
season of community the-
atre. The 2019-20 season 
also includes “Bright Star” 
in February and “Mamma 
Mia!” in May. 

 (Harry Reynolds is a 
retired editor and columnist 
from the Mattoon Journal 
Gazette and Charleston 
Time-Courier. He now writes 
columns for the fun of it, in 
which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

Special to The Prairie Press

Terre Haute’s Sycamore Model A club traveled to Paris for a sightseeing trip on  June 29. 
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Medicine has changed
over the years ...

Our customer
service hasn’t.

                                              Steve Benefiel R.PH                    Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH      Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

Due to the city’s safety concerns with our east alley, we have been forced to discontinue our drive-up service for an 
indefinite period of time. Customers needing drive-up service may use our south alley and ring the video doorbell.

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) 
— Hurricanes, thievery and 
wrecks are taking out North 
Carolina’s popular historical 
highway markers faster than 
the state can keep up.

More than 1,600 of the 
markers known as history on 
a stick stand along state roads, 
telling the stories of people 
and places that shaped the 
past. Each of state’s 100 coun-
ties has at least one of the sil-
ver-and-black signs.

Now, five historical mark-
ers are missing, and a sixth 
that had been missing may be 
damaged beyond repair, said 
Ansley Herring Wegner, ad-
ministrator for the program.

The markers that typical-
ly contain about 30 words 
are popular with the public, 
and Wegner often gets calls 
from people seeking more 
information or — especially 

in this era — inquiring why 
a marker doesn’t mention a 
historical figure’s white su-
premacist past.

“I think of the markers as 
museum labels on the land-

scape,” she said. “It’s how 
we remember what has hap-
pened in our state’s history 
and also tie it to a location.”

When she took her job in 
2014, Wegner began keeping 

a database of missing mark-
ers and found some that had 
disappeared in the 1980s. 
Replacing history comes at a 
cost — $1,790 for each mark-
er made by Sewah Studios in 
Marietta, Ohio. The annu-
al budget for new markers, 
repairs and replacements is 
$60,000, Wegner said.

The program began in 
1936, when the first mark-
er was placed in Granville 
County in honor of John 
Penn, who signed the U.S. 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Members of the pub-
lic can propose a new marker, 
which are considered twice 
a year by a committee of 10 
history professors.

Besides the markers now 
missing, Wegner has eight 
new or yet-to-be-replaced 
markers left over from last 
year, partially because she ran 

out of money in May for the 
fiscal year that ended June 30. 
The cost of the 14 total mark-
ers is more than $25,000 — 
almost half of the current fis-
cal year’s budget.

The missing markers com-
memorate Gov. Locke Craig 
in Asheville (possibly tak-
en down by a wreck); Fort 
Caswell in Buncombe (the 
victim of Hurricane Flor-
ence or of a contractor who 
pulled it down with a chain 
— Wegner has heard both); 
James City in New Bern (no 
clue how both marker and 
post disappeared); and Fort 
Hancock and Cape Lookout 
Lighthouse, both on Harkers 
Island (either blown away by 
a hurricane or sawed off their 
posts).

Publicity about the miss-
ing Hart’s Mill marker near 

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

  At one time in southern Symmes 
Township, South Union School had a 
bell tower and a special bell.    

 A Sept. 13, 1908, headline in the 
Paris Beacon declared “Largest School 
Bell in Edgar County,” and the accom-
panying story read, “Hodge Bros, sold 
a large bell to the directors of Union 
school district, about seven miles 
southwest of Paris, the bell weighing 
570 pounds. It arrived from the east 
this morning and it will be used for a 
school bell to call the pupils to their 
lessons. It is undoubtedly the largest 
country school bell in the county, 
and is loud enough to keep the snakes 
awake all winter.” 

The South Union School began in 
the 1800s and after the demise of a 
previous building, a new one was built 
on ground that was originally owned 
by the See family. The school directors 
saw fit to make the new school memo-
rable by using a large bell from the C. 
S. Bell Company of Hillsboro, Ohio. 

Edgar County resident Vern See re-
searched the company that is named 
on the 30-inch bell and found how 
Charles Singleton Bell got into the 
bell making business. This particular 
bell was cast after 1894 and that fits 
into the time period when the new 
school needed the bell. 

It is unusual that a person named 
Bell went into the bell making busi-
ness and also unusual the way this 
came about. Bell was working in a 
foundry and one day he dropped a 
piece of metal and from resonant 
sound it made he thought maybe that 
kind of metal was good for bell mak-
ing. He experimented with different 

alloys of metal until finding one he 
believed satisfactory for casting bells.    

The large brick house on the turn to 
the west on the Public Well and New 
Hope Roads was built in 1861, and 
Dr. Benjamin J. See eventually lived 
there and raised a family by 1896. 
Before moving to Edgar County, See 
lived on the Kentucky and Tennessee 
line in during the Civil War. 

One night in 1862 a Confederate 
troop of soldiers came to his house, 
placed a blindfold on him and carried 
him away with his medical bag to treat 
Confederates wounded in battle. Af-
ter his services, they blindfolded him 
again and took him back home. 

See moved to Indiana after that 
experience. He started a family and 
in his business of doctoring, he was 

frequently paid with livestock and he 
bought farms in Edgar County. As his 
business continued to grow he moved 
to the Dennison area and bought a 
store in Oliver. 

That store was still in business in 
1906 and was an outlet for selling 
the produce that patients used to pay 
him. The doctor’s son, Harlan See also 
lived in the old brick house near South 
Union and cared for the elder See un-
til he died. Loren See, the son of Har-
lan and Gracie Frazier See, also lived 
in that house for many years.

In the 1940s when schools were 
starting the consolidation process 
Vern See’s father, Loren, bought the 
school building and grounds and used 
it for agricultural purposes. The bell 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois State Museum Soci-
ety (ISMS) has announced 
two upcoming day trips for 
participants to explore the 
history and culture of Illi-
nois by motorcoach. 

The Aug. 10 trip features 
a trip to the Illinois State 
Museum Lockport Gallery 
on the banks of the historic 
I&M Canal in Lockport. Cu-
rator John Lustig leads a vis-
it of the exhibition “Rocked 
and Rolled,” which playfully 
features music-inspired art-
work by Illinois artists, and 
rocks, fossils and minerals 
from ISM’s geology collec-
tion. 

From Lockport, partici-
pants travel to the Old Joliet 
Prison in Joliet for a 90-min-
ute walking tour. Illinois’ 
second state prison was in 
operation from 1858 until 
2002 and is historically sig-
nificant for its architecture, 
fascinating inmates and the 
many film and television 
references, including “The 
Blues Brothers.” Recently, 
some parts of the prison 
were opened for tours that 
recount the often notorious 
history associated with the 
institution. 

The cost of the Lockport/
Joliet trip is $129 for ISMS 
members and $149 for 
non-members and covers 
travel, lunch, admission to 
all facilities and educational 
presentations by museum 
staff and volunteers. Addi-
tional information and reg-
istration can be found at bit.
ly/ismtripaug2019. 

The second trip is Sept. 
14 and focuses on the his-
tory of African Americans 
in the Midwest. The first 
stop is New Philadelphia 
in west central Illinois, the 
site of the first town platted 
and registered by an African 
American. 

Terrance Martin, ISM 
Emeritus Curator of An-
thropology, and Claire Mar-
tin, ISM Research Associate 
in Anthropology will host 
the trip and tell of their ex-
periences participating in 
the New Philadelphia Ar-
chaeological Project, an 
eight-year study of the site 
and its founder Free Frank 
McWorter. Participants will 
enjoy commentary from 
members of the New Phila-
delphia Association and an 
augmented reality tour of 
the site. 

The next stop is the Huck 
Finn Freedom Center, at 
Hannibal, Mo., which is ded-
icated to interpreting the 
history of segregation, inte-
gration, the Jim Crow era and 
the Civil Rights movement 
in Hannibal. The special ex-
hibit “Jim’s Journey” tells the 
story of Daniel Quarles, the 
man who is believed to have 
been Mark Twain’s inspira-
tion for the character Jim in 
“The Adventures of Huckle-
berry Finn.” 

Executive Director Faye 
Dant will introduce the cen-
ter and talk about its mis-
sion. Participants also will 
have time to explore Hanni-
bal on their own.

The cost of the New Phil-
adelphia/Hannibal trip is 
$114 for Society members 
and $129 for non-members 
and includes travel, lunch, 
admission to two sites and 
educational presentations. 
Additional information and 
registration can be found at 
bit.ly/ismtripsep2019.

Farm cats can have a lot 
of experiences just to stay 
alive. 

Many 
years ago 
when 
Rosie and 
I and our 
two girls, 
Ginger 
and Gina, 
lived up 
on the 
Jones 
farm, cats 
were an important part of 
our lives. We had an old 
mother cat who provided us 
with kittens a couple times 
a year, and she stayed in our 
barns and controlled the 
mouse population. I never 
knew when I would see her 
except when I took a few 
scraps and milk out to the 
milk-cow barn. 

One day while I was 
dropping straw bales in 
our big barn for bedding 
for the hogs I didn’t think 
she was anywhere near. 
When I climbed down the 
ladder and started moving 
the bales I found that I had 
completely covered her 
with one of those bales. 

That bale, I thought had 
provided her with a type 
of pajamas for her to be 
buried in. I just left her lying 
there as I went on about my 
chores. About two hours 
later I returned to the scene, 
but she wasn’t there, neither 
was there any blood or guts 
so a pig didn’t eat her. I kind 
of looked around for her, 
but I knew there were many 
places for her to hide. 

Still no sign of her for a 
couple of weeks when I fi-
nally found her in the other 
barn under the manger with 
a litter of kittens. I guess she 
still had eight lives left. 

This leads to another 
story about one of those 
kittens named Princess. 
One day when Princess was 
exploring the oil house she 
dove after a mouse. I must 
explain many farmers had 
an old shed or designated 
area to store oil and grease 
that was close to the fuel 
tanks. Many times when 
we drained the oil out of a 
tractor we used a three-gal-
lon bucket to catch the oil. 
Sometimes we put a lid on 

The cat’s 
pajamas

See STANLEY, Page 4B

See SIGNS, Page 4B

Two-day bus 
trips explore 
state history

Markers steadily disappearing

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

“Largest school bell” rediscovered

See BELL, Page 4B

State of North Carolina/Special to The Prairie Press 

This Jan. 10, 1936, photo provided by the State of North Car-
olina shows the dedication of North Carolina’s first historical 
highway marker to John Penn, who signed the U.S. Declaration 
of Independence. While this marker still stands, six others are 
missing. Officials say the markers are disappearing faster than 
the state can afford to replace them. 

Natural and unnatural causes are taking down North Carolina’s popular historic signs

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The 650-pound, 30-inch bell, originally used in the South Union School and later 
on the See farm, is being restored by Vern See for historical purposes.

Special to The Prairie Press

Teacher Ethel Guin and her students for the 1913-1914 school year at South Union School. Front row, left to right, Pauline 
Cline, Loren See and Art See; middle row, left to right, Eugene See, John Arbuckle, Myrtle McGill, Elbon White and Roscoe 
Arbuckle; and back row, left to right, Guin, Sam Arbuckle, Clarence Miller, Howard McGill, Mary Frazier and Cora Arbuckle.

SCHOOL BELL A FAMILIAR SOUND FOR STUDENTS
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101 N. Central Ave. 217-921-3216
Paris, IL, 61944 (F) 217-921-3309

101 N. Central Ave., Paris

Paris District 95 is taking bids for 
the following excess equipment.

Bids must be turned in on July 26, 2019 to
300 E. Wood • Paris, IL 61944

If you have any questions, please give us a 
call at 217-466-3050 to leave a message.

• 1988 Ford F-150 (including snow     
   blade) sold “as is”.

• 1991 E 250 window van sold “as is”

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

$3.99/lb

Bacon Sizzler
Patties

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

LIVE ON DEMAND

 

CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

 

IVS Support Holdings LLC

    

855-630-3734
www.satellitedealnow.com/prairie

   

Smallfoot
on DIRECTV CINEMA®

*$19.95 ACTIVATION FEE, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN 
& ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. All Included pkg & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount for 12 mos. Pay $40/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. 

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 8/17/19. Available only in the U.S. (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). 1st & 2nd Year Pricing: $35 for �rst 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing rate applies (currently $81/mo. for SELECT All Included) 
unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo period. Pricing subject to change. $5/Mo. Discount: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First-time credit will include all credits earned since 
meeting o�er requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. Includes: SELECT All Included TV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro 
installation. Exclusions: Price excludes Regional Sports fee of up to $8.49/mo. (which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher pkgs), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. 
$99 one-time fee & $7/mo. fee for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling-unit and telco customers. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer 
Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. O�ers may 
not be combined with other promotional o�ers on the same services and may be modi�ed or discontinued at any time without notice. Other conditions apply to all o�ers. Smallfoot: ©2018 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved. ©2019 AT&T Intellectual Property. All 
Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T a�liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

 

IF YOU REALLY WANT TO WATCH TV,
THERE’S ONLY ONE CHOICE: DIRECTV.

INCLUDES:
Over 155 Channels
Monthly Fee for a Genie® HD DVR

PLUS:
Stream shows anytime on up to 5 screens 
simultaneously – no add’l equipment, 
no extra cost with the DIRECTV App.^

Content/channels/functionality varies. Data charges may apply.

00
MO.$35

SELECT™ All Included Package

For 12 mos. plus taxes. W/ 24-mo. agmt. Autopay & paperless bill req’d.
$81/mo. in months 13-24 (subject to change).*

STANLEY
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BELL
FROM PAGE 3B

SIGNS
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Special to The Prairie Press

This 1896 photo shows the brick Italianate home of the See 
family at Public Well and New Hope roads. Those in the picture 
are from left to right Stella See, Minerva See, Dr. Benjamin See, 
Byrdie See, Harlan See and Myrtle See.

was lowered to the ground and 
put in the yard of the large See 
home and used for announcing 
dinnertime for the workers and 
kids. Vern See recalled the kids 
always knew when the bell was 
about to ring because the car-
riage mount and yoke of the 
large bell always made quite a 
bit of noise before the bell was 
swung hard enough to gain the 
momentum needed for the 
clapper to strike the bell. 

Eventually, the old See 
house was abandoned, but the 
bell is still in the hands of Vern 
See who lives a few miles north 
of the old See farm. He is in the 
process of restoring the metal 
alloy bell complete with yoke, 
wheel and support stands. 

In conjunction with his 
grandson, he is bringing the 
bell to the Edgar County Fair 
to show as a historical exhibit. 
See aims to build a new home 

near the old See brick house 
and plans to put the bell in ser-
vice there. 

So maybe it can again be the 
bell that calls the children.

it to keep anything from 
getting into it and stored it in 
the oil house. 

One of our buckets of oil 
was left open and Princess 
ended up right in that oily and 
gunky mess. I heard her pitiful 
crying and scratching as she 
tried to get out of that bucket. 
Of course I reached in and 
tried to catch her by the scruff 
of her neck. I dropped her a 
couple of times before I got 
her out. I got an old gunnysack 
and tried to get all of the oil off 
of her best I could. 

Rosie and I tried to bathe 
her in soap and water best 
we could, but she was still an 
awful mess. A few days later 
that cat ambled up to our front 
porch, she was still alive, but 
she had lost all her hair except 

for her head and the tip of her 
tail. 

Gina who was only four 
claimed that poor cat and put 
her in doll clothes and took 
her for rides in a doll buggy. 
Unbeknownst to me that cat 
was one Gina had tamed, 
and she had even dressed 
her before along with other 
kittens. Now that half-grown 
cat needed clothes more than 
ever and Gina took care of and 
cuddled that poor naked cat. 

That cat never did get her 
fur back, but this gave the 
saying the cat’s pajamas real 
meaning because there was a 
nice set of doll jammies that fit 
just right on that feline. 

I might as well tell about an-
other incident of the old gray 
mother cat’s offspring. One 
winter day when the snow was 
on that ol’ mother cat was try-
ing to drag a poor half-frozen 

kitty up to our house. Rosie 
and I and the girls took over 
and took that poor thing to the 
kitchen and saved its hide. 

We named him Frosty 
because he was a boy kitty 
and snow covered. Our other 
daughter, Ginger told me he 
was a boy because she knew 
when I picked him up and 
looked at his paws they were 
gray. She just knew that boy 
cats had gray paws and girl 
kitties had pink ones, and farm 
girls are pretty smart. 

Sometimes when that kitten 
was cold at night we let him in 
the house and he slept curled 
around my head. That is next 
to being my cat’s pajamas or at 
least a sleeping cap cat. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at rstanley1937@hotmail.
com.) 

Hillsborough led to Wegn-
er learning that a manager 
at the local water plant had 
found it after a trailer had 
unhitched from a truck and 
hit it.

“I try not to let them be 
down for this long,” she 
said. “This six is the most 
missing since I’ve been in 
charge of the program.”

Wegner isn’t sure how 
some young men managed 
to pull down the marker 
for St. Mary’s School in Ra-
leigh in October 2017. They 
made the mistake of put-
ting photos on Snapchat, 
which some young women 
who attended the school 
saw and reported. Wegner 
publicized the theft, and the 
marker was dropped off in a 
Raleigh park.

The men repaid the $850 
cost for the marker’s repair, 
without admitting guilt, she 
said.

The marker in Rock-
ingham County for O.P. 
Fitzgerald, a bishop of 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church South from 1890 
to 1911, was once found in 
the yard of a man in Virgin-
ia, just across the state bor-
der, she said. The man had 
placed the marker on a post 
and hung a Confederate flag 
over it, although Fitzgerald 
had no connection to the 
flag, Wegner said.

By the time a police offi-
cer in Virginia notified her, 
the state had replaced Fitz-
gerald’s marker.

Wegner said she’s trying 
desperately to get the word 
out when markers disap-
pear, but she also relies on 
the public and state Trans-
portation Department 
workers to notify her. The 
sooner she knows a mark-
er is missing and why, the 
more likely insurance will 
cover the loss.

“If it’s in the paper, then 
they can’t have it in their ga-
rage. They can’t make a cof-
fee table out of it,” she said. 
“If one is on the ground, in 
a junk shop or a bar … if 
somebody sees one in the 
wrong place, they can call 
me.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

Ten-year-old Eva Mozes 
clung to her mother amidst the 
chaos of the selection platform 
at Auschwitz-Birkenau. Before 
arriving at the death camp, she 
was stuffed into a train car on 
a seemingly endless journey 
from Hungary. Now, she and 
her twin sister Miriam pressed 
close as Nazi guards shouted 
orders in German. 

Suddenly, an SS guard 
stopped in front of the identical 
girls. “Are they twins?” he asked 
their mother. 

“Is that good?” she replied. 
He nodded, and Eva Moz-

es’s life changed forever. The 
SS guard grabbed the twins, 
whisking them away from their 
mother as they screamed and 
called her name. They never 
saw her again. 

The girls had just become 
subjects of a massive, inhu-
mane medical experimentation 
program at Auschwitz-Birke-
nau — a program aimed solely 
at thousands of twins, many of 
them children.

Led by physician Josef 
Mengele, the program turned 
twins like Eva and Miriam 
Mozes into unwilling medical 
subjects in experiments that 
exposed about 3,000 children 
at Auschwitz-Birkenau to dis-
ease, disfigurement and torture 
under the guise of medical re-
search into illness, human en-

durance and more.
Only 200 of the 3,000 twins 

subjected to medical experi-
ments at Auschwitz survived. 
Among them were the Mozes 
girls. In the 1970s, Eva Mozes 
Kor began lecturing about her 
experiences and seeking out 
other survivors. Eventually, she 
and Miriam formed a nonprofit 
called Children of Auschwitz 
Nazi Deadly Lab Experiments 
Survivors (CANDLES) and 
tracked down more than 100 
other twin survivors, docu-
menting their experiences and 
the health ramifications of the 
unknown experiments they 
were subjected to at Auschwitz. 

Most records of experimen-
tation at Auschwitz were de-
stroyed, but the lives of people 
like Eva Mozes Kor, who died 
in July 2019 at age 85, bear wit-
ness to the twin experiments’ 
brutality. The very type of ex-
perimentation Nazi physicians 
thought would uphold the 
pseudoscience they used to jus-
tify genocide ended up under-
mining the field of eugenics. In 
the face of unconvincing data 
revealed by twin studies and 
worldwide condemnation of 
Nazi medical experiments, sci-
entists abandoned eugenics en 
masse and the field died out. 

Twins were separated from 
the other prisoners during the 
massive selections that took 
place at the camp’s massive 
train platform and whisked off 

to a laboratory to be examined. 
Mengele usually used one 

twin as a control and subjected 
the other to everything from 
blood transfusions to forced in-
semination, injections with dis-
eases, amputations and murder. 
Those that died were dissected 
and studied; their surviving 
twins were killed and subjected 
to the same scrutiny.

Twin studies had helped sci-
entists like Mengele’s mentor 
justify what they saw as nec-
essary discrimination against 
people with what were con-
sidered undesirable genetic 
characteristics — Jews, Roma 
people, LGBTQ people, peo-
ple with disabilities and oth-
ers. But the twin experiments 
that helped create the eugenics 
movement ironically, lead to 
the downfall of eugenics itself. 

For eugenicists like Mengele, 
identical twins like the Mozes 
sisters were the perfect research 
subjects. Since they share a 
genome, scientists reasoned 
any physical or behavioral dif-
ferences in twins were due to 
behavior, not genetics. Eugen-
icists held genetics responsible 
for undesirable characteristics 
and social conditions like crim-
inality and poverty. They be-
lieved selective breeding could 
be used to encourage socially 
acceptable behavior and wipe 
out undesirable tendencies. 

By the time twin research 

Why the Nazis were obsessed with twins

See EUGENICS, Page 9B
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Four months after March Madness, 
hymn lovers are awaiting the outcome 
of a different kind of tournament that 
will answer this question: “What’s the 
greatest hymn of all time?”

The Hymn Society in the United 
States and Canada decided to use the 
tournament as a way to draw attention 
to the music that fills church sanctuar-
ies every weekend. The contest, where 
enthusiasts have voted since May on its 
website and on Facebook, was inspired 
by a Catholic podcast, “Open Your 
Hymnal,” which had a spring tourna-
ment focused specifically on hymn 
tunes.

Brian Hehn, director of the hymn so-
ciety’s Center for Congregational Song, 
said the tournament has been a kind of  
teaching moment that allowed the so-
ciety’s members to have some fun and 
helped the uninitiated learn there are a 
variety of hymn styles.

Hymns were divided into different di-
visions, each with eight entries.

“Holy, Holy, Holy!” was the No. 1 
seed and “O for a Thousand Tongues” 
was No. 8 in the strophic division, which 
features hymns with a different text in 
each stanza and no refrain.

The top-seeded song in the refrain di-
vision was “When Peace, Like a River,” 
known best for the repeated phrase, “It is 
well with my soul.”

Another division includes chants 
(such as “O Come, O Come, Emanuel”) 
and cyclical songs (like South African 
hymn “Siyahamba”).

The last of the divisions, in which “In 
Christ Alone” was the No. 2 seed, fea-
tures a grab bag of choices from hymn 
society staffers along with employees of 
Christian Copyright Licensing Interna-
tional, which focuses mainly on contem-
porary worship songs.

Like March Madness, the hymn tour-
nament has included some early upsets. 
For Hehn, it was amazing that “Amazing 
Grace” was in that number.

“Because it’s such a staple in pretty 
much every tradition’s song repertoire, 
it’s surprising that ‘Amazing Grace’ 
didn’t make it into at least the semifi-
nals,” he said.

“It made it to only the second round,” 
said Hehn, where it was defeated by 
“Holy, Holy, Holy!”

The hymns were ranked, or seeded, in 
four divisions based on their popularity 
in resources such as Hymnary.org, the 
top 100 list of CCLI and the National 
Association of Pastoral Musicians’ list of 
“Songs That Every American Catholic 
Should Know.”

“When Peace, Like a River” trounced 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” with 
a 77 percent-23 percent vote in the first 
round but was then defeated in a 58 per-
cent-42 percent vote by “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful.” That Christmas hymn is now 
up against “My Hope Is Built/On Christ 
the Solid Rock,” which soundly defeated 
“Here I Am, Lord” in a 62 percent-38 
percent tally.

The Elite Eight are: “Holy, Holy, 
Holy;” “Be Thou My Vision;” “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful;” “My Hope Is Built/
On Christ the Solid Rock;” “O Come, 
O Come, Emmanuel;” “Of the Father’s 
Love Begotten;” “Holy God, We Praise 
Your Name;” and “How Great Thou 
Art.”

The tournament is fueled by votes 
from more than 800 people, most of 
whom Hehn said are affiliated with 
the 1,200-member society, including 
church music professors, hymn writers, 
other musicians and pastors.

The final rounds will play out 
when about 250 hymn enthusiasts 
gather in Dallas for their annual con-

ference in mid-July. Voting in per-
son and via Facebook will continue 
during three more rounds there and 
Hehn plans to announce the winner 
July 18.

Anyone who submitted a bracket to 
the society with the correct winner be-
fore the voting started will win bragging 
rights — and a free membership for the 
next year.

The mission of The Hymn Society in 
the United States and Canada is to en-
courage, promote and enliven congrega-
tional singing.

Founded in 1922, The Hymn Society 
was formerly known as The Hymn Soci-
ety of America, but the name of the or-
ganization was changed in 1991 to The 
Hymn Society in the United States and 
Canada. 

The Hymn Society is for those who:
■ believe congregational song is an in-

tegral component of worship,
■ believe the writing and singing of 

new texts and tunes needs to be promot-
ed,

■ value learning about the origins of 
the words and music they sing.

The Center for Congregational Song 
is the resource and programmatic arm of 
The Hymn Society in the United States 
and Canada with a belief the holy act of 
singing together shapes faith, heals bro-
kenness, transforms lives, and renews 
peace — these characteristics can apply 
to both individuals as well as corporate 
bodies.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

There aren’t many cruise 
experience directors who 
spend their days defending 
what is described as Ameri-
ca’s Judeo-Christian heritage 
and promoting nation-ism 
— a version of nationalism 
that champions the right of 
self-governance and the right 
of people to be self-governed.

But Michael O’Fallon does, 
and he argues both are un-
der attack by the Open So-
ciety Foundation, founded 
by billionaire philanthropist 
George Soros. He often says 
as much on his website, Sov-
ereignnations.com, as well 
as through conferences with 
speakers who range from con-
troversial psychologist Jordan 
Peterson to a slate of evangeli-
cal Christians of the Calvinist 
variety.

When he has some spare 
time, he goes on a cruise — 
like a recent journey to the 
Galapagos Islands.

“On a strikingly blue day, 
we came ashore to hike and 
explore the home of Marine 
Iguanas, the Galapagos Alba-
tross, the Blue-Footed Booby, 
the Red-Footed Booby, the 
Magnificent frigatebird and 
the ever-present Pacific seals,” 
wrote O’Fallon, who is both 
CEO of Sovereign Nations 
and owner of Sovereign Cruis-

es and Events LLC, which 
runs vacation excursions for 
religious and political groups.

Unpacking the enigma of 
O’Fallon offers a window into 
an emerging pantheon of lead-
ers who sometimes mix an 
affinity for nationalism with 
forms of conservative Christi-
anity — particularly a certain 
brand of Calvinism — while 
railing against progressivism, 
claims of social justice and 
prominent liberal donors.

O’Fallon has some experi-
ence mixing religion and pol-
itics. Sovereign Cruises has 
organized ship-based confer-
ences that range from Chris-
tian cruises — which seek to 
Honor the Lord — to patriotic 
cruises, where participants are 
encouraged to reclaim our na-
tion’s heritage.

O’Fallon has said he has sep-
arated himself from the cruises 
endeavor to devote more at-
tention to Sovereign Nations, 
which was founded in 2017.

Sovereign Nations, he has 
suggested, is far more explicit 
than the cruise work when it 
comes to expressing a political 
vision for America. In a 2017 
article published on the con-
servative website WND.com, 
O’Fallon praised Trump and 
championed sovereign na-
tionalism, all while decrying 
the influence of the Open So-
ciety Foundation.

O’Fallon prefers the term 
nation-ism instead of nation-
alism. But his criticism of So-
ros — whom he accused of 
attempting to influence pro-
gressive movements within 
multiple faith groups — re-
mains sharp.

The about us section of the 
Sovereign Nations website is 
even more overt and positions 
O’Fallon’s organization as a 
direct counter to the work of 
Soros.

“As can be seen over the 
past eight years, the goal of 
Open Society Foundations 
is to demean and destroy the 
tenets of traditional conserva-
tism and thus create a crisis of 
conscience within the mind 
of the conservative,” it reads. 
“In order to succeed, we must 
rebuild the confidence in the 
presuppositions of conser-
vatism in all of its exercised 
forms including in economics, 
civil liberties, family, sover-
eignty, theology, rule of law 
and foreign affairs.”

The reference to theology 
is key to much of O’Fallon’s 
recent work. His organization 
often mixes both religious and 
political world views, especial-
ly how the two play out within 
evangelical Protestantism.

His ventures tend to have 
a Calvinist bent: Several 
speakers at Sovereign’s con-
ferences are part of what’s 

known as the Reformed or 
Reformed-Baptist subset of 
evangelical Christianity. This 
group is heavily influenced by 
a conservative interpretation 
of the 16th-century French 
theologian John Calvin.

John Fea, professor of Amer-
ican history at Messiah Col-
lege, explained the Calvinist 
stream of evangelicalism has 
long caused rifts within the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
the nation’s largest Protestant 
denomination. There have 
been debates in the past be-
tween what he called a more 
free will, revivalist approach 
and Calvinists who stress con-
cepts of predestination.

Some Calvinist Baptists 
with ties to O’Fallon have 
been critical of discussions 
about social justice in the 
SBC.

O’Fallon called social jus-
tice — or at least liberal claims 
to it — a threat to the gospel.

“I think, to a man, we can all 
say that this is one of the great-
est concerns and greatest is-
sues that has been against the 
gospel and against the church 
of Jesus Christ certainly since 
the Reformation,” he said 
while introducing the panel 
earlier this year.

Speakers at Sovereign Na-
tions conferences are often 
distinct even from their fel-
low Calvinists. Fea pointed to 

multiple divisions within the 
broader scope of Calvinism, 
with some avoiding explicitly 
political work altogether.

“They believe that the 
church is in the business of 
preaching the gospel and sav-
ing people and getting them 
into heaven,” Fea said. “There’s 
no other major responsibility 
of the church than to proclaim 
the word of God and the gos-
pel.”

O’Fallon said he differs 
from some of his Calvinist 
compatriots when it comes to 
political engagement.

“I would say that I am not a 
pietist in that sense,” he said. “I 
believe in engaging in politics, 
where a lot of reformed Bap-
tist folks would not.”

The Reformed thinkers 
O’Fallon often invites to his 
events include Thomas Ascol, 
president of Founders Minis-
tries, which he founded with 
other Baptists in 1982.

Ascol said he does not as-
cribe to tidy definitions of na-
tionalism, nor does he consid-
er his work explicitly political. 
He declared in 2002 that his 
group has never had a political 
agenda. But he also delivered 
a talk under the banner of 
Sovereign Nations at the 2019 
Conservative Political Action 
Conference — a prominent 
annual gathering of conserva-
tives in Washington, D.C.

During his talk, delivered 
in front of a Sovereign Na-
tions backdrop, Ascol railed 
against what he described as 
the creeping influence of pro-
gressivism within evangelical 
Christianity, likening it to a 
demonic assault.

Ascol said he is especially 
concerned with how claims of 
social justice have infiltrated 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and said that Russell 
Moore, president of the SBC’s 
Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission, has shown fail-
ures in leadership regarding 
topics such as women preach-
ing.

It is unclear how much, if 
any, influence the group has 
within the SBC, but speakers 
at Sovereign Nations 2019 
conference were united in 
their opposition to certain 
claims of social justice among 
progressives — including pro-
gressive people of faith. 

The 2019 Founders Min-
istries conference was spon-
sored in part by Sovereign 
Alliance — an umbrella or-
ganization that includes Sov-
ereign Cruises — as well as 
Ligonier Ministries, a group 
created by Presbyterian 
Church in America theologian 
R.C. Sproul. O’Fallon and his 
wife worked for Sproul’s min-
istry for 10 years.

O’Fallon a microcosm of larger issue

God walks 
Pastor Stahl 
through grief

Hello, everyone.
The hot weather is finally 

here. Now in six months 
it will be 
Christ-
mas and 
we will 
complain 
about the 
cold.

I hope 
everyone 
had a 
safe and 
happy 

Fourth. 
We are blessed to live in 
the United States, where 
we have the freedom to 
worship, the freedom to 
assemble, the freedom of 
speech. We thank God for 
all the men and women 
who gave that right to us.

My wife and I are blessed 
to belong to two church 
families, Paris Otterbein 
and Vermilion. They have 
surrounded us with love, 
care and prayers. Our fam-
ily has experienced some 
devastating losses this year.  

On February 13, my 
cousin John was killed in a 
car accident in Indiana. On 
April 28, my father-in-law 
Lou Walthall lost his battle 
with cancer. On June 25, 
my cousin Brenda, John’s 
wife, lost her battle with 
cancer. Finally, last week on 
July 3, my mother-in-law 
Betty Walthall died from 
her battle with the dreaded 
disease.  

Through all of that loss, 
we have been surrounded 
by our church families who 
have figuratively wrapped 
their arms around us and 
held us close. The blessing 
of our faith in Christ is 
that we don’t have to go 
through anything alone.  

He is the one who walks 
with us and sometimes 
carries us. We serve the 
wounded healer, who was 
broken so that we could be 
made whole. Every person 
Jesus touched was made 
whole and free.  

Isaiah wrote that by his 
stripes and wounds we are 
healed.  That is the greatest 
gift of all.

Thanks be to God.
See you next week.
 (Jeff Stahl is the pas-

tor at Otterbein United 
Methodist Church in Paris 
and the Vermilion United 
Methodist Church. Email 
him at jvern63@yahoo.com. 
Pastor’s Perspective is provid-
ed by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

JEFF
STAHL
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

Hymn going head-to-head

See VA, Page 6B

VA revises 
its policies 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

In the wake of a Supreme 
Court decision permitting a 
cross to remain on a public 
highway, the Department 
of Veterans Affairs has re-
vised its policies on religious 
symbols in displays at VA 
facilities.

VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie announced July 3 
the new policies will reduce 
inconsistencies among VA 
facilities.

“We want to make sure 
that all of our veterans and 
their families feel welcome 
at VA, no matter their re-
ligious beliefs. Protecting 
religious liberty is a key part 
of how we accomplish that 
goal,” he said in a statement.

“These important chang-
es will bring simplicity and 
clarity to our policies gov-
erning religious and spiritual 
symbols, helping ensure we 
are consistently complying 
with the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution at 
thousands of facilities across 
the department.”

The revised policies allow 
the inclusion in appropriate 
circumstances of religious 
content in publicly accessi-
ble displays at VA facilities.

They also permit patients 
to request and be provid-
ed with sacred texts, sym-
bols and religious literature 
during treatment at facilities 
or visits to VA chapels. And 
they allow the VA to accept 
donations of religious liter-
ature, cards and symbols at 
its facilities and distribute 
them to VA patrons under 
appropriate circumstances 
or to a patron who requests 
them.

The announcement not-
ed the Supreme Court’s 
June 20 decision, in which 
it permitted the so-called 
Peace Cross, a World War I 
monument in Bladensburg, 
Maryland, to remain in a 
traffic circle. The VA said 
the case reaffirmed the im-
portant role religion plays in 
the lives of many Americans 
and its consistency with 
Constitutional principles.

The policy revisions, an-
nounced July 3, come two 
months after a U.S. Air Force 
veteran filed suit against the 
director of the Manchester, 
N.H., VA Medical Center, 
seeking the removal of a Bi-
ble from a POW/MIA table 
at that facility.

“As a Christian, he re-
spects and loves all his mili-
tary brothers and sisters and 

Special to The Prairie Press

Brian Hehn, director of the hymn society’s Center for Congregational Song, leads a 
congregation in singing. He said the hymn tournament is a kind of teaching moment 
allowing the society’s members to have some fun and helped the uninitiated to learn 
that there are a variety of hymn styles.

See O’FALLON,  Page 6B

Sacred song enthusiasts 
vote for best hymn in 
March Madness-esque 
tournament bracket

From cruise ships to Trump’s hotel, Calvinist Christian nationalism is making moves in modern America
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does not want to be exclu-
sionary by the placement of 
the Christian Bible,” the suit 
states.

The Military Religious 
Freedom Foundation, which 
the suit says received com-
plaints from 14 other veterans 
about the display, decried the 
VA’s revamped rules.

“These brand new VA poli-
cies — clearly based upon the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s recent, 
idiotic decision in the Blad-
ensburg Cross case — are 
nothing more than a transpar-

O’Fallon pushed back on 
the idea that his movement is 
restricted to Calvinist Baptists.

He noted the 2017 Sov-
ereign Nations’ conference, 
which was convened in the 
Trump International Hotel in 
Washington, D.C., included a 
talk by controversial psycholo-
gist Jordan Peterson on “Identi-
ty Politics & the Marxist Lie of 
White Privilege.” 

Brad Vermurlen, a scholar 
who has a forthcoming book on 
the New Calvinist movement 
titled “Reformed Resurgence: 
The New Calvinist Movement 
and the Battle Over American 
Evangelicalism,” said the invita-
tion of Jordan Peterson points 
to an often unspoken overlap 
between his audience and that 
of the Calvinist leaders high-
lighted at Sovereign Nations 
events.

Vermurlen noted that Ascol’s 
criticisms of social justice, post-
modernism, critical race theory 
and other topics closely match 
ones articulated by Peterson, 
who is known to be especially 
popular among young white 
men.

“One thing that I think flies 
under the radar too much is the 
influence of Jordan Peterson 
on this entire conversation,” 
Vermurlen told RNS. “I don’t 
see that admitted among evan-
gelical leaders that, if not they 
themselves, then at least their 
young male congregants are 
watching Jordan Peterson on 
YouTube. They’re being influ-
enced by him whether we talk 
about it or not.”

Richard Flory, senior direc-
tor of research and evaluation 
at the University of Southern 
California’s Center for Religion 
and Civic Culture, believes 
O’Fallon and other leaders 
who support Sovereign Na-

Sisters of Providence dedicate Havlik Center
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. MARY OF THE 
WOODS, Ind. — A providen-
tial moment opened the flood 
gates for the latest ministry of 
the Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind.

Sister Mary Beth Klingel, 
general councilor for the Sis-
ters of Providence, said the 
cold winter two years ago froze 
some pipes in Providence Hall 
and one broke, damaging an 
area used frequently by the sis-
ters for various activities. 

“That’s when the whole proj-
ect came to be,” Sister Mary 
Beth said.

The project became the 
Havlik Center, which was offi-
cially dedicated July 7.

Named in memory of Sis-
ter Terese Marie Havlik, who 
passed away in July 2018, the 
center was created through a 
generous gift from Sister Ter-
ese Marie’s family, who both 

wanted to honor Sister Terese 
Marie and her dedication to 
the service of others as well as 
provide a place for those who, 
like Sister Terese Marie, might 
be struggling with cognitive 
brain changes.

The center is intended as 
a place where the well-being 
of sisters and others, particu-
larly those with physical and 
cognitive challenges, can be 
promoted and enhanced. It 
includes a large multi-purpose 
area with tables and chairs for 
educational activities, games 
and celebrations, adjacent to a 
kitchen on one side and a qui-
et room or den on the other. 
A wide variety of engagement 
opportunities are already tak-
ing place there and in Septem-
ber, a Memory Café activity 
will open to the public.

A Memory Café is a wel-
coming place where people 
living with early to moderate 
dementia, together with their 

care partners or others can 
gather together to laugh, learn 
and remain socially connected 
with others walking the same 
journey. 

Beginning in September, 
the congregation will offer the 
Memory Café to the public 
on a monthly basis from 2 to 
4 p.m. (EDT). To learn more, 
visit https://spsmw.org/
event/memory-cafe/all/.

Currently, the center in-
cludes many scheduled ac-
tivities, such as chair yoga, 
drumming and art experienc-
es. Spontaneous, drop-in visits 
are also encouraged. An inter-
active computer system, the 
iN2L (It’s Never Too Late) is a 
main feature of the room.

“It’s a multifaceted system 
designed for seniors,” said Ka-
tie Harich, who serves as the 
congregation’s well-being co-
ordinator. “With its thousands 
of applications and programs 
on every topic imaginable, 

the computer system has 
something for everyone. It’s 
easy-to-operate, touch-screen 
feature is especially attractive 
to caregivers of adults living 
with dementia.

“The Havlik Center pro-
vides a comfortable, stimulat-
ing, home-like space for all to 
gather, connect, create and par-
ticipate in events and opportu-
nities that enhance well-being.”

Through a partnership with 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
College, students majoring in 
music therapy, art therapy and 
equine therapy can receive 
credit for service at the cen-
ter. The congregation benefits 
from their presence and work 
with our elders.

“It’s a win-win situation,” 
Harich said. “I love how pro-
gressive this Congregation is. 
This center provides mean-
ingful engagement for seniors. 
Too much isolation can be 
deadly.”

ent and repugnant attempt to 
further buttress and solidify 
fundamentalist Christianity 
as the insuperable official reli-
gion of choice for the VA, our 
Armed Forces, and this coun-
try,” said MRFF President 
Mikey Weinstein.

The MRFF has previously 
complained about similar Bi-
ble displays at other locations, 
such as a naval hospital in Ja-
pan and a Wyoming Air Force 
base.

First Liberty Institute, a 
nonprofit legal organization 
that sent a letter in May to 
Wilkie requesting a VA-wide 
policy that permits Bibles to 

JULY 16 PIANO CONCERT
Kevin Levellie is presenting 

his 60th anniversary piano 
concert “Crosby, Bradbury, 
Gabriel, Bliss” 7 p.m. July 16 
at Nevins Christian Church, 
six miles south of Paris on the 
Lower Terre Haute Road. The 
concert includes many of the 
greatest hymns composed by 
four hymn writers who lived in 
the same era. This is also the 
Edgar County Brotherhood 
meeting, but everyone is 
invited. Refreshments follow 
the music. 

SEPT. 20 GOLF SCRAMBLE
ST. MARY OF THE WOODS, 

Ind. — The Sisters of Provi-
dence of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods, Ind., are inviting all to 
take part in the Hole-y-One 
Golf Scramble, Sept. 27 at the 
Hulman Links Golf Course. 
Space is limited, so all persons 
interested in playing in the 
event are encouraged to reg-
ister as soon as possible. The 
registration deadline is Sept. 
20. The event begins at 10:30 
a.m. (EDT), with registration, 
followed by lunch at 11 a.m. 
(EDT). Tee times begin at noon 
and the awards ceremony 
is 4:30 p.m. (EDT). Cost for 
a four-player team is $500, 
while the single player cost 
is $125. Cost for four-player 
team plus on-course recogni-
tion is $900, while cost for on-
course recognition is $400. 
Teams can be male, female 
or mixed. Register online at 
Golf.SistersofProvidence.org 
or by calling 812-535-2817 or 
emailing zpies@spsmw.org.
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Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL
(217) 465-8551

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Start with

Spend $35 or more, choose ONE 
of these items for FREE
Xtreme Blue Windshield Washer™

Sprayway® Glass Cleaner
Autocraft® 7-pack red shop towels

Star Spangled Deal
Savings

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Important July Dates
Yoga at the lake is on vaction!

Resuming Thursdays at 5 on July 18!
Restaurant is CLOSED July 23 

for a private party.
Normal Restaurant Hours

Tues, Wed, Thurs  11 a.m.- 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday  8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Sunday  8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
For Trails-End Camp Store & Gift Shop Hours: 217-826-1363

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

1500 N. Michigan  P.O. Box 259 
Marshall, Illinois 62441

Ford

Your new

adventure 
awaits at Dorsett!

Toll Free: 
1-866-826-FORD

Bus. Phone:
(217) 826-2346

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017

TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. 
Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin for Grand Alaskan Cruise 
& Tour. For full Set Sail terms and conditions ask your Travel Consultant. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 8/31/19. Other terms and conditions may apply. Ask your 
Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII
FOUR-ISLAND 
TOUR

Enjoy 7 nights aboard Holland America 
Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights on land. 
You’ll cruise the Gulf of Alaska and the 
Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
mountains, and lush forests, with stops in 
Ketchikan, Skagway, and Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully-escorted 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit Lahaina, enjoy 
a boat cruise on the Wailua River and 
Hawaiian entertainment and food at our 
Farewell Feast. Escorted throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island”

FROM
$1,549*

$1,299*

FROM
$2,349*

$1,799*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

tions feel their place in society 
is at risk.

“Social justice is the popular 
thing now on college campus-
es, and that represents a threat 
because it means ‘People that 
don’t look like me and don’t 
think like me might be in 
charge of me,’” he said. “That’s 
the most crass way to say it, but 
I think that’s really what’s un-
derneath all this.”

For his part, O’Fallon said 
he hopes to invite thinkers 
who share a different world-
view to future conferences. 
He insisted that his goal is to 
challenge ideas, not demonize 
people.

“One thing that I’ve always 
been really concerned about 
making sure that I do is create 
platforms where people that 
have polemic concepts can 
come together, and, in a non-
ad hominem fashion, debate 
squarely and fairly the ideas 
that they have,” he said.

DETROIT (AP) — A large 
majority of Americans make 
important decisions without 
calling on religious leaders 
for advice, according to a 
new survey released July 8 by 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re-
search.

The poll finds three-quar-
ters of American adults rare-
ly, or never consult, a clergy 

be included in POW/MIA 
remembrance displays, ap-
plauded the VA’s revamped 
policies.

“This new VA policy is a 
welcome breath of fresh air,” 
said Mike Berry, director of 
military affairs for First Liber-
ty Institute, which also helped 
defend the Maryland cross 
monument.

“The Supreme Court re-
cently upheld the constitu-
tionality of religious displays 
with historic roots such as 
those commonly found in VA 
facilities. We commend the 
VA for taking this necessary 
and positive action.”

Americans rarely seek guidance from clergy
member or religious leader, 
while only about a quarter do 
so at least some of the time.

The poll finds about a third 
of Americans saying they at-
tend church or other religious 
services at least twice a month; 
roughly a quarter never go. 

While the poll finds a major-
ity of Americans still identify 
with a specific faith, about half 
overall say they want religious 
leaders to have little influence 
in their lives.

Tim O’Malley, a theology 
professor at Notre Dame Uni-
versity, said he suspects that 
technological self-service is 

among the factors contribut-
ing to infrequent contact with 
clergy.

“In American life, there has 
ultimately been a broad re-
jection of experts apart from 
the person searching for the 
answer on his or her own,” 
O’Malley said in an email. 
“Think about the use of Goo-
gle. You can literally Google 
anything. Should I have chil-
dren? What career should I 
have? When should I make a 
will? How do I deal with a dif-
ficult child?

“In this sense, there has been 
a democratization of informa-

tion based on the seeking self,” 
he added. “You can find the in-
formation more easily through 
a search engine than finding a 
member of a clergy.”

There are some topics on 
which Americans are more 
likely to reach out to religious 
leaders, the poll finds. Nearly 
half say they’re at least mod-
erately likely to consult with 
a clergy member or religious 
leader about volunteering or 
charitable giving. About 4 in 
10 say they’re at least moder-
ately likely to consult about 
marriage, divorce or relation-
ships.
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Mother Nature has thrown farmers 
curve ball after curve ball in the 2019 
growing season. First a long, late and 
historically wet winter delayed planting 
for much of the Corn Belt. Now, many 
farmers are facing hot dry weather and 
losing sleep over the thought of an early 
frost. Unfortunately, Kirk Heinz and Mi-
chael Clark of BAMWX.com validated 
those fears on an episode of AgriTalk 
this week. 

“Into the Ohio Valley and Tennessee 
Valley area, if you can envision from 
there to the desert southwest with a void 
in the middle, from [tropical storm] Bar-
ry, that’s where the risk is keeping things 
too dry,” Heinz explained adding a pres-
sure ridge will continue to keep that area 
dry between now and July 23. “It’s been 
wet, but you know, hey, we’re kind of 
turning things around.”

Farmers across the country are ex-
pressing concern about how their crops 
could endure a hot and dry growing sea-
son. 

“We’ve spoken with some of our 
guys around here who are con-
cerned. Everything’s just way behind 
and there’s not a good root system 
and so people are worried,” he said. 
“Throughout Central Indiana where 
we are if it’s not a rock-solid ground it’s 
brown grass. It’s literally flashed dry, 
it’s pretty crazy. I never would have 
thought that it could have gone like 
this that fast, but it has. Anyone can 
tell you that around here.”

SETTING RECORDS
While analysts, farmers and meteorol-

ogists search for analog years to compare 
2019 to, Clark and Heinz point out at 
this is a year for the record books. 

Still, 1977 is one of the years they are 
referencing as they seek to forecast long-
range weather patterns for the remainder 
of the growing season. 

“We try to base our data set off of 
similar occurrences but it’s hard to do 
that when it’s number one,” he said. 
“Our top years heading into August for 
example, is 1977. Additionally, 1991, 
1993 and 2004 are some other loose 
fits.”

When the BAMWX team looks at an 
analog year, they’re looking for atmo-
spheric similarities. 

“What that means is the atmosphere 
behaved in a similar fashion during that 
time frame, so it gives us an idea of, 
based on our forecast methods and the 
some of the historical analogs, that we’re 
not crazy when we say ‘hey, this should 
happen,’” Clark explained. “When I say 
’93, I’m not saying that, we’re going to 
mirror 1993. It’s a lot of similarities and 
how the pattern was controlled by the 
atmosphere are still present now as they 

were in ’93. It’s not a one-to-one correla-
tion.”
EARLY FROST ON TAP? 

“It’s no surprise that we have a grow-
ing season that started significantly later 
than when it normally does,” Clark said. 
“So a normal frost date in this kind of 
scenario may be considered like an early 
frost or freeze.”

Still, according to him, sometimes 
when you’re having a deeply lower, 
solar state it can just make it colder 
earlier. 

“Some of the data sets, we were look-
ing at show maybe late September and 
October that there is full potential ear-
lier than normal there already and some 
of our analog years [point to that],” he 
said. “We need this growing season to 
last longer and there are things like lower 
solar, if this El Nino continue things like 
that, that would make that cold come 
earlier.”

Heinz agreed, pointing to the South-
ern Oscillation index or the pressure 
changes between Tahiti and Darwin as 
an indicator. 

“Those can, those can magnify the 
strength of our cold fronts and here in 
the last two to three weeks, we’ve had 
30 and 40 points swings, which is very 
significant,” he said. “So that can also be 
a sign of some pretty strong cold fronts 
late August early September, certainly is 
in the cards at least.” 

Drew Lerner of Weather World, Inc., 
said a cooler than normal pattern occurs 
when the solar and lunar cycle are both 
at play. The scenario creates cooler con-
ditions.

“It wouldn’t surprise me at all to see 
your average temperature in July and 
August both be a little below normal, 
although we’ll have some brief mo-
ments of warmer weather intertwined 
in there,” he said. “We will end up with 
degree day accumulations that might 
be a little bit below average, especially 
in August.”

Lerner said the best-case scenar-
io is a normal amount of heat comes 
through the second half of summer, 
but he says growing degree day accu-

mulations will end the season below 
normal.

  With cooler than normal conditions, 
what about an early frost or freeze? Le-
rner said that’s his biggest concern right 
now.

“At best we’re going to have a normal 
frost and freeze,” said Lerner. “I do not 
see this growing season being extended, 
especially in the northern parts of the 
Midwest. The odds are really high that 
we’re going to end up with the northern 
areas finishing out early.”

Farm Journal Agronomist Ken Fer-
rie said an early frost or freeze can take 
30 to 40 bushels off crop yield in areas. 
However, there could be some areas that 
don’t see the cold fall bring a sudden end 
to the crop. Lerner thinks the Ohio river 
Basin and lower Missouri River Valley 
could see a longer growing season than 
counterparts to the north. He said the 
fall heat and later than normal freeze that 
growers have become used to the past 
few years is not likely.

“All this comes out of this repeating 
cycle that I mentioned before: 1965, 
1983 and 2001, or a part of that,” said 
Lerner. “1965 and 1983 both had early 
frost freezes, and they were both closely 
tied to the solar minimum, which was 
what we’re coming up upon. And fur-
ther research has reflected that anytime 
the solar minimums are at play, and we 
have a slight cooler bias, we tend to ver-
ify with the early frost or freezes. So, the 
odds are fairly good that we’re going to 
go down that road.”

Lerner said the good news is he 
doesn’t see the U.S. turning off extreme-
ly hot or dry, two factors that could toast 
this year’s crop. However, there will still 
be challenges to finishing out the late 
planted crop this year.

“I think probably the most important 
thing is that we are going to have a finish 
to the season that’s not necessarily go-
ing to be all that great,” said Lerner. “We 
need to be aware of the fact that there’s 
not much we can do about it. But I think 
that the bottom line is it’s going to be a 
difficult finish to the season for a lot of 
folks.”

Get smart 
about dirt

Special to The Prairie Press 

As if the 2019 farm year hasn’t already provided enough angst, meteorologists have predicted hot, dry conditions through next 
week as well as the possibility of an early frost.

Weird weather is not done

To be a good gardener, 
it helps to understand a 
little about soil, especially if 

one is con-
sistently 
having 
problems 
growing 
plants 
in the 
ground.

About 
half of 
soil by 
volume is 

composed of partially 
decomposed rock mate-
rial called mineral matter, 
mixed with the remains of 
plant and animal life called 
organic matter. Pore spaces 
between the mineral and 
organic particles comprise 
the remaining half. Those 
spaces are filled with air 
and water. For optimum 
growing conditions air 
and water occupy the pore 
spaces in equal proportions, 
or 25 percent each. Organic 
matter should be a mini-
mum of 4–7 percent with 
the mineral matter making 
up the remaining bulk of 
43-46 percent.

The mineral layer is 
further divided into three 
textures that are categorized 
by particle size: sand, silt 
and clay.

Sand, the largest particle 
size, feels gritty and is visi-
ble by simple observation. 
Roots move through sand 
easily, it drains fast and also 
changes temperature rap-
idly. Since the particles are 
large, so are the pore spaces 
between them allowing 
nutrients, water and air to 
flow through quickly.

Silt is a medium size 
particle and can only be 
seen with a microscope. It 
looks and feels like flour.  
Silt holds nutrients and 
moisture well, but water can 
run off before soaking in.

The smallest particles are 
clay, which are so fine they 
cannot be seen even with 
a microscope. They hold 
nutrients and moisture well 
but tend to drain slowly. 
Clay takes longer to warm 
up and shrinks and cracks 
when it dries.

The ideal ratio is 30-50 
percent of both sand and 
silt, 20-30 percent clay, with 
the remaining 10 percent 
organic matter. This ratio is 
called loam and combines 
all the best characteristics. It 
warms fast in spring, works 
easily, plus retains nutrients 
and moisture.

Now for the fun part: 
doing the jar test to deter-
mine the ratio of sand, silt 
and clay in the soil. Take a 
straight-sided glass jar with 
a tight-fitting lid. Using a 
shovel, collect a scoop of 
dirt from the top six inches 
of soil. Break up the clumps 
and remove any extraneous 
matter like weeds or insects. 
Add 2 cups of the soil to the 
jar, fill the jar with water, 
tighten the lid and shake 
vigorously until the soil 
particles are suspended in 
the water. Set the jar on a 
flat surface and start taking 
measurements.

At one minute, measure 
the sand layer on the bot-
tom. At two hours, measure 
the silt layer that settled 
on top of the sand. At 24 
hours, measure the clay 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The wettest spring in a 
quarter century may lead to 
the largest crop insurance 
payout since 2000 to farm-
ers unable to plant corn and 
soybeans, said University 
of Illinois economist Gary 
Schnitkey. 

Schnitkey spoke ahead 
of a USDA report Thursday 
that projected the impact of a 
cold and rainy spring on this 
fall’s harvest. Analysts expect-
ed a sharp decline in the size 
of the soybean crop and a 
small reduction for corn. 

Corn and soybeans are the 
most widely planted crops in 
the country, accounting for 
more than half — 55 per-
cent — of the 309 million 
acres sown to the 20 princi-
pal crops of the U.S. Farmers 
told the USDA in June they 
had planted slightly less corn 
and far fewer soybeans than 
they had intended at the start 
of the planting season. 

Prevented-planting in-
demnities could total $3.6 
billion for corn and soybeans 
this year, Schnitkey estimat-
ed at the farmdoc daily blog, 
if 8 million acres of corn and 
3 million acres of soybeans 
are idled because of wet 
spring weather. 

There is vigorous debate 
in the farm sector over the 
acreage total for prevented 
planting and how the major 
crops have been affected. Ag-
riculture Undersecretary Bill 
Northey has said that more 
than 10 million acres are af-
fected and payments could 
top $1 billion. 

On average, 4.1 million 
acres a year are reported as 
prevented planting for all 
U.S. crops. Payments average 
$670 million annually, said 
Schnitkey. 

The USDA will incorpo-
rate data from its Acreage 
report, issued on June 28, 
into its monthly World Ag-
ricultural Supply and De-
mand Estimates (WASDE) 
Report, which projects crop 
output, prices, and con-
sumption. Traditionally, the 
USDA uses the estimates of 
planted and harvested area 
for corn and soybeans from 
the Acreage Report in the 
July WASDE to calculate 
production based on normal 
weather and yields. 

The result is preliminary 
considering that crops will 
not mature for weeks to 
come. 

The August crop report is 
often called the most import-
ant crop report of the year 
because it is the first that is 
based on USDA spot checks 
of fields and a survey of thou-
sands of growers. 

In a survey by Bloomberg, 
traders said they believed 
less corn was planted than 
the 91.7 million acres and 
more soybeans were plant-
ed than the 80 million acres 
that the USDA reported on 
June 28. The traders pegged 
the corn crop at 13.6 billion 
bushels and soybeans at 3.9 
billion bushels. They said 
yields will be lower than the 
USDA projected in June be-
cause late-planted crops are 
not as productive as those 
planted on time. U.S. stock-
piles, plump from a string 
of bumper harvests, would 

Insurance 
payout is 
an upside

JAN
PHIPPS
MASTER 
GARDENER

See INSURANCE, Page 8B

Special to The Prairie Press  

As wet as it has been in Edgar, Clark, Coles and Douglas Counties this past spring, 
conditions are worse in Moultrie County where many acres of crops have been 
drowned and farmers must make a decision about whether to replant or not.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The amount of uncertainty 
surrounding this year’s corn 
and soybean crops was reflect-
ed in recent USDA reports. In 
its monthly Crop Production 
and World Agricultural Supply 
and Demand Estimates (WAS-
DE) reports, USDA made few 
revisions, acknowledging more 
information will be shared is 
next month.

“The report was neutral,” 
says Joe Vaclavik, founder and 
president of Standard Grain. 
“The USDA kind of just kicked 
the can down the road in a 
number of respects.”

This month, USDA’s Na-
tional Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) will collect 
updated information on 2019 
acres planted, and if the new-
ly collected data justify any 
changes, NASS will publish 
updated acreage estimates in 
the August Crop Production 
report. 

For corn, USDA kept the 
national average corn yield 
at 166.0 bu. per acre. The 
season-average corn price re-
ceived by producers is lowered 
10 cents to $3.70 per bu.

“USDA left the corn yield 
number unchanged versus 
last month, and they used 

the June 28 Acreage number, 
which a lot of people—includ-
ing USDA—believed to be 
wrong,” Vaclavik says. “They 
use the June numbers until 
they know more, and they will 
not know more until that Au-
gust report.”

The corn outlook calls for 
larger production and begin-
ning stocks, greater feed and 
residual use, lower food, seed, 
and industrial (FSI) use and 
increased ending stocks. 

For soybeans, USDA did 
lower the national average 
yield to 48.5 bu. per acre — 
down 1 bushel based on de-
layed planting progress. The 

2019/20 season-average price 
for soybeans is forecast at 
$8.40 per bushels, up 15 cents 
from last month. 

This month’s U.S. soybean 
supply and use projections for 
2019/20 include lower begin-
ning stocks, production, ex-
ports and ending stocks. 

Vaclavik says the downward 
revision in corn demand wasn’t 
surprising, but some cuts were 
larger than the trade expected. 
The demand cuts reflected the 
last few month’s higher corn 
prices.

“You’ve got a corn prices 
that are really $1 better than 
it would have been had this 

weather event never hap-
pened,” he says. “What sort of 
impact will these prices have 
on demand in six months, 10 
months or a year out? We really 
don’t know.”

Vaclavik says the market will 
key in on two key factors.

“Weather during the next 
couple months combined with 
an August report, those are go-
ing to be your two big focuses,” 
he says.

Most years, Vaclavik says, 
the weather is easier for the 
market and trade to analyze. 

“You can look at a weather 
forecast in July and say if it will 
be a bullish or bearish forecast,” 

he says. “This year because of 
the variability both in terms of 
crop maturity and crop con-
ditions makes it is very, very 
difficult for traders or anybody 
to look at a weather forecast or 
pattern and say this is bullish or 
bearish.” 

Don’t expect the markets 
to become flippant about the 
weather forecast. 

“We’re still very much in the 
process of price discovery, and 
we’re trying to figure out what 
the production numbers are 
going to be, while at the same 
time trying to figure out what 
the implications will be on the 

Meteorologists affirm 
farmer unhappiness about 
summer heat, early front

USDA report kicks can down the road

See USDA, Page 8B

See PHIPPS, Page 8B
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shrink in the year ahead and im-
prove lackluster market prices 
in the future. 

The eight major crops — 
corn, sorghum, barley, oats, 
wheat, rice, cotton, and soy-
beans — will account for 244 
million acres. That would be 
down by 9.8 million acres from 

last year — an unusually large 
decline — with soybeans ac-
counting for 9.2 million acres 
of the drop. Soybean plantings 
would be the smallest in six 
years. 

INSURANCE
FROM PAGE 7B
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URBANA — On June 28, 
the USDA released the Acre-
age and Grain Stocks reports. 
While the grain stocks report 
provided support for both corn 
and soybeans, the acreage re-
port indicated higher-than-ex-
pected corn acres and low-
er-than-expected soybean 
acres. 

The acreage numbers in-
jected a substantial amount of 
uncertainty into both markets 
that appears set to stay in place 
throughout the summer, ac-
cording to University of Illinois 
agricultural economist Todd 
Hubbs. 

“A dramatic drop in principal 
crop acreage provided one of 
the many surprises in the Acre-

age report released on Friday 
(June 28),” Hubbs says. “Driv-
en by much lower soybean and 
wheat acreage, total principal 
crop acreage came in at 309.3 
million acres, down 6.1 million 
acres from the March Prospec-
tive Planting report.” 

Principal crop acreage esti-
mates decreased by 10.3 mil-
lion acres from 2018 totals. 
Significant increases over last 
year’s acreage occurred in corn 
(2.57 million acres) and bar-
ley acreage (314,000 acres). 
The vast majority of crops wit-
nessed acreage decreases from 
last year. Soybean acreage led 
the way with a 9.2 million acre 
decrease. Wheat acreage came 
in down 2.19 million acres. 

“An extraordinary year for 
corn production took another 

June acreage report defies estimates, heightens uncertainty
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demand side with these higher 
prices,” he said. 

Stay focused on the market-
ing plan, Vaclavik suggests.

“I understand that a lot of 
farmers are probably friendly 
or bullish the market right now 
because they understand that 
that we’re in for a light crop,” 
he says. “You don’t want to 

totally abandon a marketing 
plan. These are prices that we 
had hoped and wished for ev-
ery year for the last five or six 
years—here they are in corn.”

The best way to be bullish in 
this market, he says, is to own 
put options. “Buy your insur-

ance, protect the downside, 
leave the upside totally open, 
and have a lot of flexibility.”

Also, be ready for volatility. 
“We’re still in a higher volatility 
environment, and that’s going 
to continue to we know more,” 
he says. 

PHIPPS
FROM PAGE 7B

on the top. To get the percent-
ages, divide the depth of each 
layer by the total soil depth 
in the jar. Then multiply each 
by 100.

unexpected turn on Friday,” 
Hubbs says. “Corn producers 
reported they intended to plant 
91.7 million acres of corn this 
year. Corn planted acres came 
in 1.1 million acres lower than 
March planting intentions, but 
well above expectations due to 
delayed planting.” 

When compared to March 
planting intentions in major 
producing states, the June sur-
vey revealed higher corn acres 
in Kentucky (220,000 acres), 
Kansas (200,000 acres), and 
Nebraska (300,000 acres). 
Acreage lower than March 
intentions in South Dakota 
(1.2 million acres) and North 
Dakota (350,000 acres) offset 
gains seen in other areas of the 
western Corn Belt.  Surprising-
ly, the major producing states in 
the eastern Corn Belt saw slight 
to no changes from the March 
intentions. 

The USDA reported 16.7 
percent of the corn acreage 
(15.3 million acres) remained 
unplanted as of the survey pe-
riod and indicated an intention 
to re-interview 13 of the 18 
major corn-producing states in 
July for the August production 
report. The prospect of consid-
erable prevented planting acre-
age in the eastern Corn Belt 

places the 91.7 million acres 
reported in the June report in 
question. The shift out of soy-
beans and most feed grains 
may indicate an expansion of 
the base corn acreage intended 
for planting in 2019. A lack of 
clarity about prevented plant-
ing acreage reported in the 
June survey window remains 
a concern and points toward 
further downward revisions in 
the August Crop Production 
report. 

“The corn stocks report pro-
vided some positive news for 
corn use,” Hubbs points out. 
“June 1 corn stocks came in at 
5.2 billion bushels, nearly 103 
million bushels lower than last 
year and 130 million bushels 
smaller than the average trade 
guess.” 

Estimation of total disap-
pearance during the quarter is 
3.41 billion bushels. Estimated 
third-quarter feed and residu-
al use come in at 1.13 million 
bushels. Estimates of feed and 
residual use during the first 
three quarters of the marketing 
year sit at 4.615 billion bushels. 

“To reach the projected 5.3 
billion bushels of corn project-
ed for feed and residual this 
marketing year, feed and resid-
ual use in the fourth quarter 

must equal 685 million bush-
els. Based on current stocks 
estimate, it appears feed and 
residual use this year is on track 
to hit the current USDA projec-
tion,” Hubbs adds. 

Soybean producers intended 
to plant 80 million acres of soy-
beans. The soybean acreage in-
tentions came in below market 
expectations. Soybean-planted 
acres fell by 4.6 million acres 
from the March planting inten-
tions. At the time of the survey 
in early June, producers indi-
cated that 41.2 percent of the 
intended soybean acreage (33 
million acres) remained un-
planted. Soybean acreage came 
in lower than last year’s totals in 
every state that reported in the 
June survey. 

The most substantial adjust-
ments came in South Dakota 
(1.25 million acres), North 
Dakota (1 million acres), Iowa 
(900,000 acres), and Minne-
sota (900,000 acres). The sub-
stantial drop in soybean acreage 
may indicate issues with plant-
ing, but the large totals left to 
plant place the soybean acreage 
estimate in question as well. 
USDA plans to re-interview 14 
of the 18 major soybean-pro-
ducing states in July.  

The June 1 soybean stocks 

estimate indicated a record 
1.79 billion bushels, up 571 
million bushels from last year. 
The stocks estimate came in 71 
million bushels below market 
expectations. 

“To meet the current USDA 
projection for soybean ending 
stocks, 720 million bushels of 
use is necessary for the fourth 
quarter. Despite the continued 
uncertainty in trade negotia-
tions and record stocks, June 1 
soybean stocks are neutral for 
soybean prices as soybean con-
sumption maintains a pace to 
meet USDA projections for the 
marketing year,” Hubbs says. 

“Corn futures prices saw a 
dramatic drop with the release 
of the Acreage report. Soybean 
prices drove higher on the lower 
supply expected under reduced 
acreage. Uncertainty regarding 
corn and soybean acreage looks 
to continue through the August 
production report,” he con-
cludes. “If the corn acreage total 
ends up at the reported level 
in the June Acreage report, the 
prospect for corn yield moves 
to the forefront of supply ex-
pectations this year. By re-inter-
viewing many major producing 
states for both corn and soy-
bean acreage, USDA may be 
signaling revisions to come.” 

Do not confuse the soil jar 
test with a regular soil test. 
The jar test gives percentages 
of the three textures and can 
be done at home. A regular 
soil test determines different 
nutrients present (or lacking) 
in the soil and must be sent 
off to a lab. Illinois Extension 
offers soil testing in the spring 
every year.

For soil or any other 
gardening questions, please 

contact the Illinois Extension 
Master Gardeners of Edgar 
County at 217-465-8585. The 
local contact is Kim Trine, Ex-
tension Program Coordina-
tor, Ag and Natural Resourc-
es, ktrine@illinois.edu

 (Jan Phipps is a master 
gardener and a member of the 
University of Illinois Extension 
Master Gardeners of Edgar 
County. Email her at jan-
phipps@gmail.com.)
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
1. The winners
 7. A place to relax
10. Monies to pay debts
12. Horse mackerel
13. Type of steroid
14. Make dry
15. The Godfather’s adopted 
son
16. Ivanovic and Gasteyer
17. Horror movie franchise
18. Grab
19. Iranian city
21. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
22. One’s illicit lover
27. Fake smarts (abbr.)
28. Where Jersey natives 
depart wfrom
33. Doctor
34. Front feet
36. Insurance option
37. Some is “wicked”
38. Type of weaving
39. Religious woman
40. One point east of 
southeast
41. Prestigious literary prize
44. Tiny humans
45. Relish over
48. Computer manufacturer
49. Envelops
50. One type is dippin’
51. Bequeaths

Clues Down
 1. Dice game

 2. Greek goddess of youth
 3. Piers Anthony protagonist
 4. One-thousandth of an 
inch
 5. JFK Library architect
 6. A type of corrosion (abbr.)
 7. Beat up
 8. Political action 
committees
 9. Antidiuretic hormone
10. Of the desert
11. Oblivious of
12. Actress Lathan
14. Musical instrument

17. It’s in a plant
18. One-time special 
prosecutor
20. Indigenous people 
of Brazil
23. Mothers
24. Mongolian desert
25. Great Britain, 
Scotland and Northern 
Ireland
26. British air aces
29. A lover to Zeus
30. Frequently
31. Get together again

CROSSWORD

32. Gives a permanent post
35. Sun worshippers love one
36. Ammonia-producing 
process
38. 4th month of the Jewish 
calendar
40. New England river
41. Stores grain
42. Confess openly
43. Quarterbacks do it
44. Not good
45. Witness
46. Author Coulter
47. Type of screen

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

WVGS offers course 
in genealogy software
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. — 
When doing family history 
research, it is common to ac-
cumulate a large amount of 
information from a variety of 
sources.  The use of a comput-
er software program to help 
organize this information can 
be useful.

Beginning Sept. 3 and run-
ning six consecutive Tues-
days, the Wabash Valley Ge-
nealogy Society (WVGS) is 
offering a free beginners class 
using Legacy Family Tree, a 
popular genealogy software 
program.  This class involves 
six two-hour class sessions 
Sept. 3, 10, 17, 24 and Oct. 1 
and 8. Participants have the 
option of an afternoon from 
2-4 p.m. (EDT) or an evening 
class from 6-8 p.m. (EDT). 
The classes are in the Haute 
Create Room at the Vigo 
County Public Library.

Legacy Family Tree is a 
family history computer pro-
gram that makes it easy to 

store genealogical informa-
tion. Legacy keeps track of 
names, dates, places, events, 
notes, photographs and much 
more, all in an intuitive man-
ner that allows seeing the big 
picture of an entire family. In 
addition, Legacy enables the 
researcher to display family 
data in a variety of attractive 
and easily understood for-
mats. Editing and adding new 
information is simple and un-
derstandable. 

Individuals interested in 
participating in the class can 
register online at www.in-
wvgs.org or by submitting 
name, home phone number, 
home address and e-mail ad-
dress to Joy McPheeters at 
ejmcpheeters@gmail.com. 
Class size is limited so early 
registration is encouraged.    

After registration, par-
ticipants will get additional 
instructions on preparation 
prior to the first class session. 
While the classes are free, par-
ticipants do need a USB Flash 
Drive to use in each class.

terrified and ran. He ran along 
behind them.

“But I’ll share a secret I’ve 
rarely confessed. When I 
was 17, I climbed that hill by 
myself. There was no one but 
me in the cemetery. 

“I had a theory that in the 
past when I was there, the 
big kids were pulling a prank. 
I thought when a little one 
listened next to the stone, a 
bigger kid, whom we couldn’t 
see, was tapping a finger on the 
other side. Thus, it simulated 
the sound of a heartbeat. 

“On this day, keep in mind, 
I was alone. I knelt on my 
knees and placed my ear firmly 
against the smooth marble 

tombstone. At first I heard 
nothing, except a crow flew 
overhead and cawed, which I 
heard with my other ear. But 
then as I continued to listen 
with pressed ear, I heard it – a 
faint, steady, somewhat slow 
heartbeat.  I listened a second 
time to make sure.  Sure 
enough, it was real.”

He says he’s been back to 
Burrell Park a few times, but 
has never ventured back to the 
cemetery. Nor does he ever 
plan to do so. Several people 
will tell you they’ve had the 
same experience. It’s eerie, 
they all agree.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)

Pre-school screening 
scheduled for August
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

HUME – Shiloh Commu-
nity Unit School District #1 
is offering free developmen-
tal screenings to all children 
living in the district between 
the ages of birth and five years 
old. 

The program offers parents 
information on how their 
child is developing and ways 
to help that development. 
Vision and hearing are also 
checked as part of the screen-
ing. 

Screening is recommended 

for all children under the age 
of five and those attending 
kindergarten for the 2018-
2020 school year. Screening 
is mandatory for students 
applying to participate in the 
2019-2020 preschool pro-
gram.  

Appointments are re-
quired for the 8:30 a.m.-3 
p.m. screening session Aug. 7. 
Appointments may be made 
starting July 29 by calling 
217-887-2364. A signed par-
ent-guardian slip is required 
for the child to participate in 
screening. 

began at Auschwitz-Birkenau 
in the 1940s, the use of twins 
in scientific experimentation 
was decades old. Though pri-
or twin experiments had pro-
duced growing evidence that 
environment was as important 
as genetics, eugenics research-
ers clung to the idea they 
could unlock new insights into 
nature and nurture through 
studying them. 

One of them, Otmar von 
Verschuer, had significant 
power and influence in Nazi 
Germany. He authored texts 

influencing Nazi policies to-
ward Jews, Roma people and 
others, arguing race had a 
biological basis and what he 
deemed inferior people could 
taint the Aryan race. 

An advocate for forced ster-
ilization and selective breed-
ing, von Verschuer collected 
genetic information on large 
numbers of twins, studying the 
statistics in an attempt to deter-
mine whether everything from 
disease to criminal behavior 
could be inherited. He had a 
protégé — a young physician 
named Josef Mengele. 

Mengele was vehemently 
racist and a devoted member 

of the Nazi Party. In 1943, 
he began working at Aus-
chwitz-Birkenau as a medical 
officer. At first, Mengele was 
in charge of the Roma camp 
there, but in 1944, the entire 
remaining population of the 
camp was murdered in the gas 
chambers. Mengele was pro-
moted to chief camp physician 
of the entire Birkenau camp 
and became known for his 
brutal selections of incoming 
prisoners for the gas chambers. 

Mengele wanted to contin-
ue the twin experiments he 
had begun with von Verschuer 
— and now he had a captive 
populace on which to do so. 

Though his earlier experi-
ments had been legitimate, his 
work in Auschwitz-Birkenau 
was not. Abandoning medical 
ethics and research protocols, 
Mengele began conducting 
horrific experiments on up to 
1,500 sets of twins — many of 
them children. 

For Eva Mozes, life as a 
Mengele twin meant sitting 
naked for hours and having her 
body repeatedly measured and 
compared to her sister’s. She 
withstood injections of an un-
known substance that caused 
severe reactions. 

“As twins, I knew that we 
were unique because we were 

EUGENICS
FROM PAGE 4B

never permitted to interact 
with anybody in other parts 
of the camp,” she later recalled. 
“But I didn't know I was being 
used in genetic experiments.” 

Eugenics itself was rooted in 
twin research. Frances Galton, 
a British scientist who coined 
the term eugenics in 1883, had 
used twin studies in his earli-
est eugenic research. Deeply 
influenced by his half-cousin 
Charles Darwin’s book “The 
Origin of Species,” Galton was 
intrigued by how and wheth-
er humans passed along traits 
like intelligence and was pre-
occupied with the potential 
of breeding desirable genetic 
traits into humans. 

For Galton and other eugen-
ics researchers, twins held the 
key to understanding which 
characteristics were genetic 
and which were environmen-
tal. Using data collected via 
self-reported questionnaires, 
Galton studied dozens of pairs 
of twins to determine how 

they were similar and different. 
He concluded similarities be-
tween twins were due to their 
genetics. 

Though Galton’s twin re-
search was biased and serious-
ly flawed by modern standards, 
it helped lay the foundation for 
the eugenics movement. It also 
convinced other eugenicists 
twins were the ideal way to 
study nature vs. nurture. But 
their conclusions suggested 
the very qualities eugenicists 
thought they could encourage 
by monitoring marriage and 
eliminating individuals with 
undesirable traits from the 
gene pool didn’t have to do 
with genetics at all. 

The Nazis’ defeat ended 
Mengele’s experimentation 
on twins at Auschwitz. At the 
end of the war, the “Angel of 
Death" managed to escape 
prosecution. Shielded by Nazi 
sympathizers, he lived in South 
America until his death in Bra-
zil in 1979. 
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Celebrating Independence Day

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

A flag bedecked stage contributes to the atmosphere for the Paris City Band’s annual patriotic music concert as part of the Independence Day celebration in Twin Lakes Park.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Vocalist Kim Henness joins the Paris City Band for “God Bless 
America” as part of the band’s patriotic concert for the city’s 
official Independence Day celebration July 6 in Twin Lake Park.

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Susan Hiddle directs the Paris City Band for a segment of the 
annual patriotic music concert as part of the city’s Indepen-
dence Day celebration in Twin Lakes Park.

Special to The Prairie Press

The July 6 fireworks show over Twin Lakes as seen from the east lake.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
The restored marker honoring Revolutionary War veterans buried in Edgar County is draped with 
bunting as part of a July 6 rededication program. Fundraising to restore the marker first erected 
in 1921 by the Edgar County Daughters of the American Revolution chapter was so successful two 
other markers on the Edgar County Courthouse lawn were also done.

Special to The Prairie Press

Dave Brown and his granddaughter enjoying the Independence 
Day boat parade on the east lake.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Greg McHenry stands next to the restored marker on the Edgar 
County Courthouse lawn commemorating Abraham Lincoln’s 
visits to Paris as a circuit riding attorney. A special rededication 
program July 6 followed an effort by the local Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Edgar County Historical Society 
that restored three historical markers on the courthouse lawn. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Patti McHenry makes some remarks about how the monument 
honoring Revolutionary War veterans buried in Edgar County 
came to be and the recent effort to restore that marker and two 
others on the Edgar County Courthouse lawn. The honor guard 
from the Paris American Legion Post also participated in the 
program.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Lt. Col. Jonathan Wright, of the Unites State Air Force, salutes after placing a wreath at the mark-
er honoring Revolutionary War veterans buried in Edgar County. Taps were played as part of the 
wreath laying ceremony at the July 6 rededication of the restored marker on the courthouse lawn.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Roger Stanley talks to visitors at the historical marker on the 
Edgar County Courthouse lawn honoring Abraham Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address. A special program July 6 rededicated three 
markers on the lawn that were restored thanks to efforts by 
the local Daughters of the American Revolution and the Edgar 
County Historical Society.

Gary Henry/the Prairie Press

Historical re-enactor Sean Robison set up a Revolutionary War 
camp on the Edgar County Courthouse lawn July 6 as part of 
the program rededicating three historical markers that were 
restored and cleaned early this year.
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MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Spesard Culvert Sales, 
Ridge Farm, IL. Steels and 
aluminum culverts. Plastic tile 
and fittings. 8-inch to 36-inch in 
stock. Up to 144-inch available. 
217-304-1005.

Power washing
Painting
Landscaping
Mulching
Trimming
FREE ESTIMATES
call Gary 217-264-6444

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Spring/Summer sale.  Twice as 
nice for half the price! Insured. 
Free Estimates.  Call 217-251-1800

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer sale.
Insured.
Free estimates.
217-251-1800

RUMMAGE SALE
324 W Court Street, Paris
Sat., July 13, 9 am -1 pm
Basement-use W entrance

PARISH YARD SALE
St. Mary’s Church Hall, 528 N 
Main Street, Paris, IL 
Fri July 12, 8:00 am - 12:00 noon 
& Sat July 13, 8:00 - 11:00 am 
Thirty tables of treasures plus a 
NuWave oven, queen comforters 
& quilts, scrubs, teachers chair, 
jewelry, clothes, sets of dishes, 
household items, tools and much 
more.

GARAGE SALE
5 Families Wed. July 17th 9:00 
am - 5:00 pm & Fri. July 19th 
1:00 - 5:00 pm
No Early Sales

TOPS IL 2318 
Rummage Sale & Baked Goods
602 E Highland Dr, Paris
Paris Highrise Community 
Room
Sat. July 27, 8am-12pm

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR. BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA 
APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. JOB 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Local company seeking a full-time 
driver. Class A CDL required. All 
local driving. 100% company paid 
health insurance plus pension. 
call 217-465-7621

HELP WANTED
Part time house keeper needed 
for Forsythe Family Farms in 
Marshall, IL. Must be able to PASS 
a background check and a drug 
screen. Please call 217-826-3100 
or send resume to: Forsythe 
Family Farms, 18240 E 2150th Rd, 
Marshall, IL  62441

The City of Paris Police 
Department is accepting 
applications for a dispatcher. 
Responsibilities include dis-
patching emergency personnel, 
answering incoming emergency 
and business calls, monitoring 
radio channels, entering and 
maintaining department records 
and logs.
The successful candidate must 
possess the ability to exercise 
sound judgment, remain calm 
under extreme pressure, the 
ability to make decisions without 
direct supervision, excellent 
verbal/written communication 
skills, the ability to organize work, 
set priorities, and handle multiple 
interruptions while conducting 
multiple tasks.  Proficiency in 
Microsoft  Word and data entry 
a plus.  Shifts include nights, 
week-ends, and holidays.
Applications available at City Hall 

located at 206 S. Central Avenue. 
EOE

Hiring an EXPERIENCED COOK
5 days a week, 3 to 6pm, every 
other weekend. EXPERIENCED 
cooks only!! Fill out an application 
on our website at http://
the-oaks-manorbusiness.site    
217-346-2042

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

1150 GUNS AT AUCTION JULY 
21ST 9:00AM 2601 LAKE LAND 
BLVD, MATTOON, IL 217-259-5956 
Colt, Winchester, Mauser, 
Maynard, Marlin, Ruger, Beretta, 
Gatling, AR, S&W, Sig, Glock, 
More! 217-259-5956 www.
baurauction.com

Very nice, small 2 bedroom 
home, newly remodeled. C/A. 
Appliances included. No pets, No 
smoking. $575 + deposit. 
217-264-1379, leave message. 
References required.

1 Bedroom House
Newly remodeled
Taking applications
Unfurnished, No pets
Adults
For viewing call 217-465-4229

2 Bedroom House for Rent
$565/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

3 Bedroom house for rent
$650/mo + deposit
217-463-8800
Leave message

HOUSE FOR RENT
4 bedroom farm house east edge 
of Chrisman, available August 
1st. $750.00/mo + utilities. 
217-269-2130

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Fully furnished room for rent.
Utilities included except phone
Room includes 2 closets, 32-in 
TV, wi-fi, ceiling fan, dorm size 
refrigerator and microwave. W/D 
in house.  No smoking in house. 
Prefer female. $250 deposit, 350 
monthly rent, cal 812-239-1643

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. Water and 
garbage included. $420 
deposit,$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

Nice 1 Bedroom apt.
$525/mo + Deposit.
Call 217-466-8210

2 bed, 1 bath apartment. Large 
living room and eat in kitchen. 
Appliances furnished. Off street 
parking. Water and trash included. 
$530/month. $530 deposit. 1 
year lease. 
Call 217-264-2850

*** THE BOAT DOCK *** 
We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 
217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

FOR SALE:  Dodge Ram 1500 
quad cab truck. 4X4, Hemi, 122k 
miles, $5000.  Call or text 
217-671-3360

Entries for 158th Edgar County 
Fair
Wednesday through Friday July 
17-19
4-8 p.m. at Fair Office
or make them online on website
at www.edgarcountyfair.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
We buy/consign used 
Campers & RV’s! 
217-583-4023 
www.colmansrv.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF

DOROTHY S. ROGERS, 
DECEASED.
No. 2019-P-30

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 
– CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death 
of DOROTHY S. ROGERS of 
Chrisman, Edgar County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued 
on June 13, 2019 to GEORGE R. 
ROGERS, 14131 US Highway 36, 
Chrisman, Illinois, 61924 and 
STEVAN M. ROGERS, 12494 
US Highway 36, Chrisman, 
Illinois, 61924 as Independent 
Co-Executors, whose attorney is 
Gregory C. Ray of Craig & Craig, 
LLC, 1807 Broadway Avenue, PO 
Box 689, Mattoon, IL 61938-0689.
The estate will be administered 
without court supervision unless 
under Section 5/28-4 (ILCS Ch. 
755, sec. 28-4) of the Probate Act 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at 
any time by mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, 115 West 
Court Street, Paris, Illinois, 61944, 
or with the Independent Co-
Executors, on or before December 
31, 2019 or three (3) months from 
the date of mailing or delivery 
of notice to creditors who are 
required to receive notice under 
Section 18-3 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/18-3), whichever 
is later. Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
Independent Co-Executors and to 
the attorney within 10 days after 
it has been filed.   E-filing is now 
mandatory for documents in civil 
cases with limited exemptions.  
To e-file, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit https://efile.illi-
noiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and to select a 
service provider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp.

DATED this 29th day of June, 2019.

GEORGE R. ROGERS 
STEVAN M. ROGERS
Independent Co-Executors
Gregory C. Ray 
Craig & Craig, LLC
Attorneys for Independent 
Co-Executors
1807 Broadway Avenue
PO Box 689
Mattoon, IL 61938
Telephone: 217/234-6461
Email: gcr@craiglaw.net

Tax Deed No.  2016 TX 1(38)

Filed 7-1-2019
STEPHEN E LEONARD, 
PREFERRED BANK, OCCUPANT, 
EDGAR COUNTY BANK & 
TRUST, EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS.
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or Pin: 08-16-
23-383-006 N90’ OF S 238’ LOT 
1 G BROWN ADD. On November 
6, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. Petitioner 
intents to make application for 
Real Estate was sold October 27, 
2016 for taxes of 2015. A tax deed 
period of Redemption will expire 
on October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  
Stephen R. Castleman

Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(39)
Filed: 7-1-2019

WILLIAM L BRADFORD, JANET 
L. BRADFORD, FOLTZ LAND 
SURVEYS, EDGAR COUNTY 

BANK & TRUST, EDGAR 
COUNTY CLERK, UNKNOWN 

OWNERS OR PARTIES 
INTERESTED AND NON-

RECORD CLAIMANTS
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 

SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 

the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 

08-21-14-300-010. S14 T12 R14 
1.37 A  IN S 10.00 A OF SW SW. 
On November 6, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. the Petitioner intents to 

make application for a Tax Deed 
Real Estate was sold on October 
27, 2016 for taxes of 2015 period 

of Redemption will expire on 
October 27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  

Stephen R. Castleman

Tax Deed No. 2016 TX 1(40)

Filed 7-1-2019

RUTH ELLEN BROADHURST, 
WILLIAM L MILBOURN, 
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY 
SERVICES, EDGAR COUNTY 
BANK & TRUST, EDGAR COUNTY 
CLERK, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
OR PARTIES INTERESTED AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
THIS PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DELINQUENT TAXES.
This is Notice of the filing of 
the Petition for tax deed on 
the following property: LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION and/or PIN: 11-
03-26-477-066 S26 T16 R12 LOT 
14 & PT LOT 15 Highland Add. 
On November 6, 2019 at 11:00 
a.m. Petitioner intents to make 
application for a Tax Deed issued. 
Real Estate was sold October 27, 
2016 for taxes of 2015. Period of 
Redemption will expire on October 
27, 2019 at 4:00 p.m.  Stephen R. 
Castleman

ASSUMED NAME
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on June 25, 2019 a certificate was 
filed in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names and post 
office address of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and transact-
ing the business known as:
BURNING OAK FARM
Located at: 7252 E 325th Rd, 
PARIS IL 61944
Owner: Roy Ronald George and 
Debra George
Dated: June 25, 2019

August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

FINAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
REGARDING PROJECT TO BE 

LOCATED IN A WETLANDS

Publication Date:  July 13, 2019

TO ALL INTEESTED AGENCIES, 
GROUPS AND PERSONS:

As required by Executive Order 
11990, this is a notice of findings 
and public explanation for pro-
posed activity in a wetlands.

The City of Paris proposes to 
use funds available through the 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program for the 
following proposed project:

Project Title: The Equity 
Agronomy Expansion—Warehouse

Description: The City of 
Paris will construct 32,000 feet of 
10 inch water main from 100 feet 
north of the north abutment of 
the bridge at Twin Lakes on Illinois 
Route 1 north to 1700th Road and 
then construct 7,000 feet of 6 inch 
water main from the intersection 
of Route 1 and 1700th Road west 
to The Equity project site.  As 
a result of having a consistent 
and quality water supply, The 
Equity will be able to expand its 
Horace Agronomy operations and 
construct a 280’ x 80’ warehouse 
with interior and exterior bins and 
adjacent parking.

Location: Water main construc-
tion will be from 100 feet north of 
the north abutment of the bridge 
at Twin Lakes on Illinois Route 1 
north to 1700th Road and then 
west from the intersection to The 

Equity project site.  The Agronomy 
expansion will take place on a 
15.77 acre site to the north of the 
existing Equity Horace facility at 
13991 E 1700th Road.

The City of Paris hereby states 
that this proposed project would 
occur within an identified wet-
lands.  However, the City of Paris 
has reached a decision that this is 
the only practicable alternative for 
this proposed project.

This decision is based on an evalu-
ation of the following alternatives.

1.  Relocate the proposed water 
main:  This alternative would 
require construction to the west 
of the proposed site and would 
mean either significant crop 
damage or a delay in the project 
until crops were out. This option 
would significantly increase the 
project cost and extend the time 
frame for completion. 
  
2.  No build alternative:  The City 
could refuse to construct the wa-
ter main extension and not serve 
The Equity.  The result would be no 
expansion at the Horace site and 
the possibility of a reduction in ex-
isting services and employment.

The City of Paris would, however, 
ensure that this proposed project 
conform to all state and local wet-
lands protection standards and 
would implement the following 
mitigation measures to minimize 
any impact from the project:  
water main crossings shall be 
installed by horizontal directional 
drilling using restrained joint pipe 
with no ground disturbance within 
project area wetlands.  

The City of Paris has additional 
information on this proposed 
project that can be reviewed 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at the office of the City’s 
Consulting Engineering Firm, 
Francis Associates, 330 North 
Central, Paris, Illinois  61944.  
Interested persons may also call 
Bob Colvin at 217-465-5306 for 
additional information about the 
proposed project.  

Written comments on this 
proposed project are invited 
and must be received by Bridget 
Anderson, City Clerk, at the Paris 
City Hall, 206 South Central, Paris, 
Illinois 61944 by July 22, 2019.  
All such comments will be taken 
into consideration by the City of 
Paris prior to its decision on the 
proposed project.

Craig Smith
Mayor, City of Paris

NOTICE

Sale of City of Paris Surplus 
Property

The City of Paris is offering 
surplus property for sale and 
is seeking sealed bids for the 
purchase of this property.  The 
Mustang and Durango are located 
in the south parking at City Hall.  
For questions call the Police 
Department at 465-6351. The 
Ford Dump Truck is located at the 
Street Department on High Street. 
To view, call Chris Redman at 712-
0335.  Bids must be submitted no 
later than 11:00AM; local time on 
July 19, 2019 to the City Clerk’s 
Office located at 206 S. Central 
Avenue.  At the aforementioned 
time and location, the bids will be 
opened and read aloud.  Bids shall 
be stated in U.S. currency and 
must be in a sealed envelope and 
marked with surplus property.  

The City of Paris is offering the 
surplus property on an “as is” ba-
sis and does not infer, express or 
imply any warranty or statement 
of condition.  Furthermore, the 
City of Paris reserves the right to 
waive any technicalities and the 
right to refuse or reject any and 
all bids.
 
1. 1986 Ford F700 Dump 
Truck, VIN#1FDNF70H6GVA57444
2. 2006 Dodge Durango, 
VIN#1D4HB38N56F145817 – 
Minimum bid $500.
3. 2007 Ford Mustang, 
VIN # 1ZVFT80N475212163 

– Minimum bid $1,500.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE: NAME CHANGE OF BRET 
ALLEN ANDERSON

MADELINE K. ANDREWS,
Petitioner
No. 2019 - MR - 19

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

TO: Josh Anderson

PLEASE BE ADVISED,   that I shall 
appear in Courtroom #   1, of the 
Edgar County Courthouse, Paris, 
Illinois  on the 9th day of August, 
2019,  at  10:00 a.m. to then and 
there have a Hearing on Petition 
changing the name of the minor 
child BRET ALLEN ANDERSON to 
BRET ALLEN ANDREWS.

MADELINE K. ANDREWS

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave. Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
petition requesting an amend-
ment to the City of Paris Zoning 
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 29, 
Series 1968) was filed on the 9th 
day of July, 2019, in the office 
of the City Clerk, Paris City Hall, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois 61944, to rezone the 
following described real estate:

S7 T13 R11 NE Corner Lot CCSD 
SW.  
PREIN:  09-19-07-300-003

Commonly known as 8473 N Terre 
Haute Rd. Paris, IL 61944

Being situated in Edgar County, 
Illinois, and located from R-1, 
Single Family Residential District 
(Outside City Limits), to M-1 Light 
Industrial, as designated in said 
zoning ordinance.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT a public hearing before 
the City Plan Commission on 
said petition will be held at the 
Paris City Council Chambers, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois 61944 on the 23rd day of 
July, 2019, at the hour of 4:00 
o’clock p.m.

Dated this 12th day of July, 2019.

NOTICE OF HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a 
petition requesting an amend-
ment to the City of Paris Zoning 
Ordinance (Ordinance No. 29, 
Series 1968) was filed on the 
18th day of June, 2019, in the 
office of the City Clerk, Paris City 
Hall, 206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, Illinois 61944, to rezone the 
following described real estate:

S36 T14 R12_N ½ Lot 19_Lawson 
Kimble Add to the City of Paris, 
Edgar County Illinois.
PREIN:  09-13-36-381-016

Commonly known as 625 N 
Central St., Paris IL 61944

Being situated in Edgar County, 
Illinois, and located 

from R-2, Single Family Residential 
District, to C-2 Commercial 
District, as designated in said 
zoning ordinance.

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE 
THAT a public hearing before 
the City Plan Commission on 
said petition will be held at the 
Paris City Council Chambers, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
Illinois 61944 on the 23rd day of 
July, 2019, at the hour of 4:00 
o’clock p.m.

Dated this 12th day of July, 2019.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Mary E. Owen Trust Online Only Auction – 
Tuscola, IL

NOW THRU JULY 15th –Auction Begins To Close @ 4pm CT
Click “Online Bidding” at calliebaberauction.com 

Pickup: Wed. July 17th, 1pm-5pm in Tuscola – Address TBA

COMING SOON! VIRGINIA CUTRIGHT ESTATE  
MORE DETAILS TO COME! 

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

Original Fiesta Ware, Quality Ethan Allen Furniture, 
Holiday Décor & so much more! Hundreds of lots! 
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Capital Credits Refunded
EnerStar is attempting to locate the following former members or possibly 

their heirs, who received electric service from 1982 to 1984.
If your name is listed below, or you are an heir of someone listed, please contact EnerStar regarding a capital credit refund.

ADAMS JOEL
ADAMS NAOMI
ADDIS MAX
AIKMAN LOUISE
ALBERT BARRETT
ALLEN DEBORAH
ALLEN GARY N
ALLEN JOHN S
ALLEN WANETA J
ALLEN-BABER DEBORAH
AMERICAN OIL COMPANY
ANDERSON GARY
ANDERSON HAROLD
ANDREWS JOHN E
ANGLE VERIS E
ANTHONY OAK COMPANY
ARD GARY
ARNOLD ENOCH J
ARRASMITH WILLIAM
ARTHUR BARBARA
ASHLEY JIM
AT & T-STORE #IL2440
ATCHISON ROBERT
ATHEY JAMES F
AUTEN CARL R
AVERY C. R
BABCOCK CHARLES
BAILEY C AROLYN A
BAIRD DON
BAKER RICHARD
BALACH ALONZO & MARY E 
BALACH 

BALL WILLIAM J
BALLEW SHELLIA
BAPP GENE
BARR JERALD J & PATRICIA J
BARRETT DENNIS
BARTH PAUL W
BARTLETT DOROTHY
BASSLER LYNN
BAUDE WALTER
BAUGH RUSSELL
BAYLER DAVE
BAYS CHESTER D
BAYS MERLE
BAYS-ELLIS MARY E
BEARD KATIE V
BEASLEY ALTA
BEAVEN VERNON EJR
BELL TERRY A
BENDER ALICE M & LEON 
BENNETT HARVEY
BENNETT TOOL & MFG. I
BERGFIELD DON
BERRY GENE
BERTRAM BEN
BESS ROBERT L
BIDDLE FRED JR
BIDDLE WM WJR
BIGGS ELEANOR
BIGGS HARLIE
BINGAMAN RONALD
BIRKNER THEO & LOUISE 
BISHOP DANIEL
BLACK LOWELL D
BLAIR MARY
BLANCHARD QUINCY
BLUNK ROSE E
BOATMAN RICHARD
BOEWE JOHN
BOMGARDNER WAYNE
BOND RUDY
BONK EDWARD C & SHEILA
BONNER JOHN
BOOTH-WARNER WILMA
BOTTOM JOAN C
BOURNE LOWELL
BOWEN JAMES I & LITTLE T
BOWEN LELAND R
BOWLIN S. E.
BOYD DAVID
BOYER DON
BOYER E W
BRACKEN WILLIAM J
BRACKETT WILLIAN B
BRADING FORREST
BRENEMAN CLAYTON
BRENEMAN JEFF
BRENGLE JAMES T
BREWSTER EUNICE
BRIM JEFFREY D
BRINKERHOFF BROS.
BRISTOW FARM
BROADWING
BROCK EDWARD FSR
BROOKS PAUL
BROWN BARBARA
BROWN CLEM
BROWN DIANA
BROWN DONALD L
BROWN EDWARD L & NANCY
BROWN GORDON
BROWN JAMES S & NORMA
BROWN LARRY
BROWN MARY K
BROWNFIELD CHRIS
BROWNFIELD DAVID
BUCHAMAN E R
BUECHLER VIRGINIA J & RAYMOND
BUNTEN MURLE
BURNETT ROBERT D
BURNS FINIS
BUSH JOHN F
BUTCHER TERRY
C.I.P.S. CO.
CALLAHAN MARION
CAMERON MIKE
CAMP LOWRY
CAMPBELL JAMES JR
CARDINAL TELECABLE CORP
CARL’S INTER. MARATH O
CARPENTER HARRY
CARPENTER MYRTLE
CARR MARK
CARR MARY
CARRICO EVERETT
CARSON JEFF
CARSON WILLIAM H
CARTRIGHT EDDIE
CASKEY ROBERT I & GWEN CASKEY
CASSEL LARRY
CHAMBERS SILAS D
CHRISTIAN CENTER CHU R
CHURCH CATHERINE
CHURCH DAVID
CLARK CHARLES
CLARK CHERYL
CLARK FREDRIC W
CLARK JOSEPH L
CLARK L.
CLARK RAY L
CLAYBAUGH JAMES
CLAYPOOL MERLE

CLEM JEFFREY
CLIFTON CAROL
CLOUSE DAVID
COAN HERMAN LJR
COCKCROFT EARL & GLADYS
COFFEY ALLEN
COFFEY BROTHERS
COFFEY DON
COHOON FRED
COLEMAN CHARLES
COLEMAN DANNY
COLLINS CARL
COLLINS DAVID E
COMBS ELWOOD
COMER ADDARD G
CONNELLY CHARLES F
CONNELLY DEWEY
CONNELLY GRAVEL PRO.
CONNELLY SERENA
COOK MAROLYN
COOK WILLIAM LJR
COON CAROLYN
COONCE M L
COOPER JAMES R
COOPER JOHN
COPELAND MARK
COX M. L
COX MICHAEL A
COY DARLENE & ROBERT
CRADDOCK DOUGLAS
CRAIG WILLIAM
CRAWFORD JOHN W
CREECH JOE
CREECH RALPH LJR
CRIBELAR RON
CROME GEORGE A
CROME ROD
CROUCH CLARENC
CROW GARY
CROY ELWOOD
CRUM BARBARA J
CULP HOMER & RUTH
CULTON FRED
CUNNINGHAM LAROY
CUNNINGHAM RICK
CURL MARY A
CZERWONKY ROBERT
DAILEY MARY
DAILY ELIZABE
DANIELS GERALD
DARR RON
DARWIN TWSHP CEMETERY
DAVID DIANE
DAVID GEORGE T
DAVIDSON JUDY
DAVIDSON TERRI L
DAVIDSON TIMOTHY B
DAVIS DARRELL
DAVIS JOHN B
DAVIS LYLE E & JEAN
DAVIS MICHAEL W
DAVIS RALPH F
DAVIS STEVEN M
DAVIS VIOLET A
DAY HOWARD JR
DE FEO FRANK A
DECKER JOE
DELP RALPH DJR
DENNISON METH. CHURCH
DODD TERRY
DONNELLY DONNA
DOOLEY CHERYL
DOTY DUANE
DOVING NORMAN
DOWNEY DARRELL
DRAKE FRANK
DRAKE LINDA
DULANEY NATIONAL BAN K
DUNLAP WATER CO.
EADS JAMES & MARY 
EADS RICHARD
EAGAN JAMES DSR
EASTIN HAROLD & ROSETTA 
EASTIN VERNON
EDGAR CO FISHERMAN CLUB
EDGAR COUNTY S & L
EGAN C D
EHL WM.
EICHEL R W
ELDREDGE SUSAN
ELLEDGE EARL
ELLIOTT AARON
ELLIOTT CLYDE
EMBERTON CLINTON
ENGLISH EDWARD & MARY M
ENGLISH LANA
ENGLISH ROBERT
ENGLUM GRAIN CO
ERWIN CHARLES EJR
ERWIN DERRICK
ERWIN FARM
EVANS JAY
EWING SHARON
FANN KATHY
FARNAM SAM
FAWLEY SAM
FAYHEE DENNIS
FERN CHRISTI
FERN LAKE WATER SYSTEM
FHA ADMINISTRATION
FINDLEY JAMES H
FINKBINER JOHN
FINN POWER & EQUIPME N
FISHER CECIL & FLORENCE 
FISHER HAROLD G & DORIS P
FITZJARRALD CARL
FITZJARRALD DON
FITZSIMMONS JOHN W & VIOLA 
FLEENER ANGELA
FLEENER RANDY
FOGLE ALBERT L
FOLEY WILLIAM & LINDA
FONNER JAMES & GLADYS
FONNER WILLIAM F
FORTUNE HAROLD
FOWLER BOB
FOX FRANK E
FOX WAYNE
FRAKER ROBERT JR
FRANCHOT D W
FRAZIER OIL CO INC
FREEMAN JOHN M
FREEMAN RALPH D
FREY ROBERT
FRISZ DAVID J
FULLER FRANK F
FULTON MARJORIE
FUNKHOUSER C A & MRS C A 
FUNKHOUSER MILTON L
FUNNEMAN THOMAS L
FUQUA CHARLES
FURGESON LEOTA M & CAROLD D. 
FURNISH HOWARD

FURRY PETE
G & B FARMS
G.H. BECK OIL & GAS
GALBREATH PAUL
GALLAGHER JOHN B
GANN JERI L
GARNER ALFRED GJR
GARNER MICHAEL
GARNER TERRY
GARVER & SONS
GEEKIE CHARLES & MARY F.
GENERAL TELEPHONE CO.
GEORGE WILLIAM
GERBER MARVIN G
GILBERT BROTHERS
GILBERT CARLYLE
GILMORE WILLIAM
GOBLE JULIA
GOBLE LLOYD
GOEBEL ALFRED
GOEKLER AUTUMN
GOGGIN JOSEPH
GOODWIN HOWARD
GORDON RAY
GOSNELL ARCHIE
GRAVES CARLEEN
GREATHOUSE JAN ELLA
GRIFFIN ARTHUR L
GRIFFIN LARRY C
GRIMES WM
GRISE BOBBY
GRUMBACHE E. S & MADGE
GUNDUS MARGIE & PETER 
HADDIX KENNETH
HAGA MARGARE I
HAIN ROSS HJR
HALEY BRO CONST CORP
HALL-CARPENTER PATRICIA A
HAMMOND JEFF
HAMMOND TERRY
HANDLEY EARL
HARRIS DON
HARRIS E. B
HARRIS JOHN S
HARRIS WILLIAM
HART JIM
HARTMAN LEE
HARTMAN WILLIAM D & ELENOR K
HARVEY G. J
HARVEY GEORGE D
HARWOOD TOM
HAWKINS ROBT. C
HAWKINS RONALD E
HAYES FRED
HAYES MARIA
HAYS JACK L
HEATH JAMES H
HEATH LATHAN L
HEATHERLY GLEN
HELMS KENNETH
HELTON BETTY
HELVIE HELEN
HEN HOUSE INTSTATE
HENDRICKSON CLYDE
HENNECKE KEITH
HENRY JACK T
HENRY JOHN M
HENRY WM
HENSLEY JIM
HESS H. W
HEWITT FRED & MARGARET
HEWITT MAX G
HEWITT WM.
HICKS JEAN
HIGGINBOTHAM DONNA
HIGGINBOTHAM TONY G
HIGGINSON RICK
HIGHLAND FARM
HILL GUY
HILL LORAN & NINA-DEC
HILL ROBERT P
HILLS DARRELL
HISSEM CHARLES F
HITE OWEN
HIXON HAROLD O
HOARD RICK
HOARE ERNEST
HOBSON DAVID M
HOLLENBECK JOHN
HOLLENBECK WAYNE
HOLLINGSWORTH BROS
HOLLINGSWORTH DARRELL
HOLLINGSWORTH MARY F
HOLLINGSWORTH MICHELE
HOLLINGSWORTH STEVE
HOLLINGSWORTHC E
HOLLIS BRUCE
HOLLIS ETTA
HONNOLD CARL
HOOK TERRY
HOOKER RALPH
HOOPINGARNER JOAN
HOUGHTBY BRUCE
HOWARD DON
HOWE WALLY J
HOY JAMES V
HUBBS RUTH
HUFFAKER GORDON & SHARON
HUFFINGTON JACK
HUFFINGTON MICHAEL
HUGHES STEPHEN L
HUMMEL LYMAN C
HUNT RALPH
HUNTER JOHN
HUNTER MAX & ARIZONA
HURST JOHN O
HUSTON EDWIN SR
HUTSON BOBBIE
INGALLS J M
INGRAM CLARENCE
INGRAM PEARL
JACKSON LIBBY
JACKSON MARION
JACO STEVE
JAMES WM. E
JEFFERY RICK
JENNESS KAREN
JEWELL KATHY
JEWELL LAWRENC
JIVIDEN FRED
JIVIDEN RANDY L
JODRY JOHN W
JOHNS TOM
JOHNSON ELIZABE
JOHNSON EMEROLE SR
JOHNSON HEIRS
JOHNSON JOHNNIE L
JOHNSON KEITH
JOHNSON KYLE
JOHNSON LEIGH
JOHNSON RICHARD
JOHNSON TERRY
JOHNSON VICKIE L

JOINES BILL
JONES ALBERT
JONES JAMES E.
JONES JOHN
JONES LINDA J
JONES MYKE A
JONES REGINA
JONES ROBERT R
JONES-COLTER MARY V
JORDAN ROBERT
JUDY RALPH & LUELLA 
KARCHER ALAN
KASTIGAR WILLIAM
KEENEN MARY E
KEES RUSSELL
KEGELMAN JOHN
KEIGLEY FRANCIS
KELLER GARY
KELLY HERMAN
KELSHEIMER JAMES A.
KELTZ DON W
KELTZ FRANCIS
KELTZ MARY
KEMP CHAS.
KENDALL DEAN
KENDALL DON
KENDALL ROBERT D
KENNEDY BERNARD
KENNEDY DONALD
KENNEDY MARY F
KENNEDY ROBERT WJR
KENNEY TONY
KERNSTEIN ED
KERRICK FRANK & WANNETA
KESSLER BERNARD
KETNER JAMES L
KEYS DON
KEYS MIKE
KIDD RUTH
KINSEL RAYMOND
KIRCHNER NORMAN
KISSACK DENNIS
KLEISS EDWIN L
KLUESNER SOMJAI
KNOBLOCH JOHN
KNOPF KARL R
KNOWLES EVELYN
KOESTER GERRY
KOESTER MAURICE
KOETS FLOYD H
KOVAS OIL PRODUCERS
KRABEL G. W & DELORES M
KRABEL JOE
KRABLIN MARY H & JOHN F
KUHN FRED L
KUNTZ JOHN R
L AN D CORP.
LAGE JOHN
LAHTI WAYNE & BEULAH
LANDES FLORENC
LANDES RICHARD E
LANKSTER ALFRED
LAPELLE HUNTER
LATHROP GRACE C
LATHROP MARTIN
LAUBAUGH LLOYD
LAUFMAN VIRGIL
LAWHEAD RAYMOND E
LAWRENCE FLOSSIE
LAWSON CARL E
LAWSON CARL E
LAWSON CARL EJR
LAWSON J. D
LAWSON ROGER
LE DUNE WM. D
LEE CHARLES N
LEE MAX
LEGG R. D
LEINSZ ANNA
LEIRD JOHN
LEMAY CLAUDE
LEWIS JAMES
LIDSTER GRANT M
LIFFICK LAWRENC
LIKENS EVERETT
LINCOLN TRAIL F.S.
LINDLEY & SON GRAININC
LINDSAY JAY D
LINDSEY DONNA
LINDSEY-BERGDOLT FAR M
LIROT MARY A
LITTLE JAMES & JEAN
LITTLEJOHN DON
LIVVIX BILLY JR
L-K RESTAURANTSINC
LLEWELLYN DAVID
LO RENEE
LOGAN METHODIST
LONG RICHARD E
LOWE LARRY
LOWENSTEIN DORIS
LOWREY MICHAEL
LUCAS TED J
LUNGER JAMES
LUTH BILLY D
MACKESSY RONALD
MACKUS KARL
MAGRUDER DAN
MALONEY VIRGINI
MARGASON NEVA & THERMAN
MARKEL JEFF
MARSHALL MARINE INC.
MARSHALL WALLY
MARTIN DALE 7 MERLE
MARTIN KEITH
MARTIN KIRT
MARTIN MICHAEL
MARTIN MICHAEL L
MARTIN RALPH D
MARTIN ROBERT D
MARTIN RONNY C
MARTINSVILLE STATE B A
MASON RON
MASON WOODROW & BETTY
MAXEY LEROY
MAY GARY
MAY ROSEMARY
MAYNARD DONALD & BESSIE
MC CAMMON LEROY
MC CLEARY GROVER & RUTH C.
MC COLLUM JEFF
MC CONCHIE DEAN & DORIS
MC CONCHIE WENDELL
MC CONKEY DAVID L
MC COY DAVID
MC CULLEY BROTHERS
MC DANIEL VALLIE
MC DIVITT B R
MC DONALD HARRIET
MC GEE LORENE
MC GEE RALPH
MC KENNA JOHN
MC KENZIE J H

MC KINNEY STEPHEN
MC MILLAN BEN W
MC NEIL FERN
MC NUTT STEVE
MC QUEEN MAX E
MC QUEEN MAX O
MCI TELECOMMUNICATIONS
MCINTYRE CARL L
MEAD JEFF
MEANS VERA
MEATS ROBERT L
MELCHO STEVE
MELTON ELIZABE
MENDENHALL NOLAN
MERKLE JANET & E H 
MILLER DAVID W
MILLER ED
MILLER JOHN R
MILLER KENNETH R
MILLER LESLEY
MILLIGAN WILLIAM
MILLS RONALD G.
MILNER SALLY L
MINNICK VERNON S & MINNIE
MINNIS JOSEPH C
MITCHELL LARRY
MITCHELL RICK
MOHON JIMMIE
MONTGOMERY LARRY R
MONTGOMERY LLOYD D
MOORE BRIAN
MOORE HAROLD L
MOORE RANDY
MORECRAFT MARY J
MORGAN JACKIE L
MORGAN MADELINE
MORLEY CHARLES
MORRISON MIKE
MT MORIAH CHURCH
MURPHY CLAY
MURPHY HOBART & BETTY
MURPHY RAY
MYERS GEORGE M
MYERS MARY D & HAROLD K
NAIMAN NEIL
NANCE STEVEN R
NAT’L ADVERTISING
NAVE OTTO
NEBERGALL TILFORD
NEES OLIVER
NEIBARGER NADINE
NEICE JACK
NELSON LES
NEUMAN JUDITH & WERNER
NEW HOPE LODGE
NEW MADRID OIL INC.
NEWMAN PEARL
NEWTON H I
NICHOLS JAMES
NICKELS JAY D
NICKLES GARY
NICKLES WM. & ETTA BELL
NIEMEYER MAYNARD
NONMAN VIRGIL
NORFOLK & WESTERN R.
NORMAN ANN
NORMAN BLOSSOM B
NORMAN MIKE
NORTH JAMES A
NORTON LARRY G
NOWISKI DAVID
OAK RIDGE CAMP GROUN D
OAKLEY HAROLD
OARD BEVERLY
O’HAIR REED
OHLEMEYER LARRY
OKELI JOHN
O’NIEL BROS CONST. CO
ORNDORFF GWEN
ORNDORFF JULIA & HAROLD
OSELAND JAMES
OUSLEY FRANK A
PACE DUDLEY S
PARDI JOE
PARKER CHAS. F
PARKER ED
PARKER PAULA
PARKER THOMAS R
PARRISH KAREN
PARROTT RONALD
PARSLEY MICHELE
PAYNE BILLY J
PAYNE BOB G
PEABODY COAL CO
PERISHO DEAN
PERKINS FRED
PERRY ARDITH
PETHTEL RICHARD D
PETROLATI E G
PETTITT MARGARET
PFANZ RICHARD
PFORR KEVIN
PHELPS JAMES
PHILLIPPI BETTY
PHILLIPS BRYAN
PICKENS EUGENE
PICKENS WILLIAM & REBA L
PINNELL CATHERINE
PINNELL HOMER JR
POINDEXTER CHARLES
PONDER STEVE
POWERS JOHN C
PRIBBLE ROSCOE A
PRICE JOHN
PRICE LARRY
PRUIETT ROBERT D
PSCHIRRER MANETTA
QUINN KATHERI
R & C SPEC. HARDWOOD
R & D SALES
R. B. & ASSOCIATES
RAMSEY GENE
RAMSEY WILLIAM
RARDIN H P
RARDIN JOSEPH C & LORETTA M 
RARDIN-GALLATIN

RASNER WILSON & MARY
RAY VIRGINI
RAYMER JOHN
RAYMER JOHN A
READINGER HERMAN JR & PAULA
RED BUD LAKE CLUB
REDMAN DONALD W
REVELL JOE
RHOADS ASHLEY
RHODES DONALD R
RHYAN HELEN
RICHARDS FORREST G & VIRGINIA 
MAXINE

RICHARDSON DAN
RICHEY DANIEL J & ALICE
RICHEY JOHN A
RICHNO WM.

RIGDON GLADYS I
RIGGS JAMES A
RILEY TOM
ROACH CATHY J
ROBERTS HARLEY
ROBERTS LUCINDA
ROBINSON EVERETT
ROBINSON VERN
ROBINSON WAYNE B & JUNE 
ROGERS KEVIN
ROGERS LEONARD
ROGERS RICHARD
ROONEYPETER J ESTATE OR
ROPP TERRI
ROSS GEORGE E
ROWE LENDELL
ROYER DALE
RUNNELS ANGUS FARM
RUNYAN DENNIS
RUSH GARY
RUSH NORMA C
SANDERS JUNE
SANDERS TED
SANDERS WILLIAM
SCHEER MELVIN
SCHODLATZ W. C
SCHRAMM RUTH
SCHWARTZ JAMES L
SCROGGINS JAMES E.
SCROGGINS RON L
SECRIST JAMES
SEIDEL RONALD
SEMBACH DAVID
SERPINAS WILLIAM
SETZER SANDY
SEXTON JAMES
SHACKELFORD JAMES S
SHADE KEITH
SHAFFNER DARL R
SHAW THOMAS L
SHEPHARD VERA I
SHERWOOD FOREST
SHIELDS DON
SHIPLEY EMMETT T & VERA F
SHIVE J. W
SHONK STEVE
SHORE DWIGHT
SHORT DREW
SHOTTS TERRY
SHUMAKER BEN & DOROTHY 
SIMMONS DENNIS
SIMMONS SUE
SIMONS JAMIE
SIMONTON ORVILLE & FAYE E
SIMPSON CARL E
SIMPSON DARYL
SIMPSON E. E & EMMA J
SIVERLY LARRY B & LINDA
SIVERLY WM L
SKINNER GLENDA
SMELCER FRED
SMITH CRYSTAL
SMITH DONNA M
SMITH GEORGE Q
SMITH GEORGE W
SMITH HOWARD
SMITH JAMES M
SMITH JAMES R
SMITH JIM L
SMITH LABAN C & MARGARET H
SMITH PAUL
SMITH VERN
SMITLEY MARTHA & RALPH
SMITTKAMP ALLEN & RITA
SNAKE TRAIL CAMPGROU N
SOLARCZYK MARION
SOPER JAN C
SOPER JERRY
SORTAL ANNABEL
SOUTHERLAND JAMES
SPARKS KEVIN B
SPEECHIO MICHAEL J
SPENCER GENE
SPENCER TERRIE
SPENCER W. L
SPIRES RAYMOND
SPITTLER DEAN & ESTHER
SPRIGGS WANDA
ST CLAIR WILLIAM & RUTH
STACEY PETER B
STALEY CLYDE
STARK C RJR
STARK JACK
STARR A D
STARWALT STEVE
STEELE WILLIAM C
STEEN ANDY
STEIN LARRY
STEPP GENEVA
STERENBERG L D
STEVENS EDWARD
STEVENS LESLIE W
STINSON DORIS
STOELTING J L & FLORENCE E
STOELTING NINA
STONE ALOHA
STONE EDITH
STONEBURNER ESTATE
STOUT GEORGE F
STRATTON GLADYS
STRICKLAND MARY
STRIKER CHAS
STRONG ELIZAB E
STRONG GARY W
STROW CAROLYN
STULTS RICHARD W
STUTESMAN E R & ROSA
SUDDUTH ROBERT JR
SULLIVAN BETTY H
SULLIVAN KEVIN
SUTTON NOEL & ERSAL 
SWARTZ RANDALL
SWARTZ WAYNE
SWEENEY GRACE & M R SWEENEY
SWICK MARK
SWIFT CHEMICAL CO
SWINFORD MARGARET
SWINFORD TOM
SWINFORD VERNE
SWISHER ROBERT W
SWITZER DALE
SWITZER MIKE L
SYCAMORE FARMS
SYCAMORE HILLS
T S BOOKS INC
TAIT TERRY
TALBOTT THOS J
TAYLOR BONNIE
TAYLOR CHARLES
TAYLOR EVELYN
TAYLOR GARY
TAYLOR LARRIE
TAYLOR M B

TENNILL FLOYD
THIEL S W
THOMAS DORIS
THOMPSON GLADYS
THOMPSON JERRY E
THOMPSON PEGGY
THOMPSON RITA F
THOMPSON ROBERT E
THOMPSON STEVEN I
THOMPSON VIRGINI G
THROCKMARTIN CONNIE
TIFFIN ARTHUR & ALTA
TIFFIN EDWARD J & MARGARET J
TINGLEY BROS
TINGLEY DONALD F
TINGLEY GENEIVI
TIPSWORD DICK
TOLEN WAYNE
TOMLIN EUGENE
TONEY PETROLEUM
TONEY STEVE
TREASH JOHN A
TREZISE JAMES
TRIMBLE DOUGLAS
TROVER GARY
TROWBRIDGE SARAH
TRUMAN T W
TURNER TERRI
TWIGG GEORGE
USS AGRI-CHEMICALS
UTTERBACK OTIS & LOUISE
VAIL JOHN
VALICO INC.
VAN ABRAHAMS GLORIA
VAN DYKE HAZEL E
VAN GILDER ALFRED L
VAN GILDER DAVID L
VAN METER ETHEL J
VANDIVER TIM
VANESSE ANNABELLE & VICTOR
VANGILDER JEANNE
VANZEE DAVID
VAUGHT BILL
VEACH GARY D
VERNON CARL N
VEST STANLEY
VESTAL ROY
VESTAL THOMAS & MARGARET 
VICE MARILYN
VICE RICK G
VLAHOS CINDY
VOLK MICHAEL L
WAGGONER ALAN B
WAGGONER DENNIS
WAGNER NORMA J
WALDEN RAYMOND F  & MAR-
GUERITE 

WALLACE ALLEN
WALLACE DOROTHY
WALLACE HENRY
WALLACE JEAN
WALLACE RANDALL
WALLACE RICHARD
WALLACE SAM  & BETTY 
WALLACE WALTER H
WALLACE WILLIAM
WALLER HAROLD J
WALLER JERALD
WALTZ RICHARD
WARD HERSCHEL L & VIRGINIA D.
WARNER JAMES
WASHBURN JOE E
WATSON GREG
WATSON JAMES
WATTERS LINDA
WEAVER BLANCHARD
WEBER WILLIAM
WEDDLE MARK
WEINBERGER WILLIAM J
WEIR JOHN
WELLER BERL
WELLS MAY E
WELLS RON
WELSH AMY
WESLEY ALAN L
WESLEY DAN
WEST CHARLOTTE
WHEELER MARIE
WHEELER MIKE
WHITE JANE
WHITE MEL
WHITE WARREN
WHITE WILLIAM O
WHITE WM. T & MINA C 
WHITECO METROCOM
WHITLEY SANDRA
WICHALONIS ROBERT J
WILBUR DON R
WILCOX KATHY
WILHOIT FARMS INC
WILHOIT J R
WILHOIT ROBERT D
WILKINS HAROLD
WILLIAMS GARY
WILLIAMS JOHN E
WILLIAMS MAX
WILLIAMS PIPE LINE
WILLIS MICHAEL E
WILLISON JOYCE
WILSON ARTHUR S
WILSON CONSTRUCTION
WILSON GARY L
WINKLER LARRY
WINNINGHAM KRISTI A
WINTERS BARBARA L
WIREY MARJORIE & J M 
WOLF LESLIE & MARJORIE
WOLF ROBT
WOLLARD CHARLES
WOOD CHARLES
WOOD DON
WOOD JOEL & SARAH J. 
WOODARD JOHN
WORKMAN DAVE
WRIGHT CARL C & MARY 
WRIGHT CHARLES
WRIGHT HERSCHE
WRIGHT MARY L
WRIGHT ORVILLE
WRIGHT RANDALL B
WRIGHT STEPHEN & GENEVA 
WRIGHT VIOLA
WRIGHT WM H
WYRICK LUCILLE
WYRICK MARK S
YOUNG PAUL
YOUNG THOMAS H
ZELLERS GENE
ZIMMERMAN HENRY J & MARTHA 
MATILDA 

ZUBER XZANTHI A Y
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